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Inclusion is ‘The action or state of including or being included within a group or structure’ Oxford dictionary, (2018). Leicester, (2008) feels that inclusion in schools is associated more with disability since the Warnock report, (1988) which publicly recommended the integration of disabled children into all mainstream schools. Although inclusion in education is important for all children with Additional Learning Needs (ALN), it is also important to remember and not limit, only disabilities with the risk of social exclusion. For example, different religions could be a barrier for inclusion within schools, the welsh government identifies the importance of children being able to believe and practice their believes with article 14 in The United Nations Convention on The Rights of The Child (UNCRC) (Gov.Wales, 2018). Highlighting the risk of exclusion for people living within the same community and attending the same schools from different cultures.
 This is just two examples there are many more factors that can cause social exclusion within an education set up. This essay will discuss the importance of social inclusion for all students, touch up on other barriers that could prevent inclusion such as poverty and what damage it can cause to children living in it. Relevant theories, policies and frameworks that are in place to prevent exclusion within education and the affects social exclusion can have on an individual and the barriers that it can cause. Also, the long-term effects which later affects the transition into adulthood which could cause a great impact on future employment causing more barriers and risk of exclusion as an adult. This essay is based purely on research and not personal experience from working within a school.
One of the aims of the ‘Education Inclusion Policy and Strategy’ is to include all students by promoting achievement and giving everyone access to the same services to create the same opportunities. (pembsinclusionservice.wales).
The importance of inclusion is shown in Maslow, (1943) motivational theory, Hierarchy of needs. The theory has shown the impact it can have on individuals in a setting in education, Maslow described his theory over a five-tiered pyramid believing that to reach the top, all lower levels must be met first. Meaning from an education point of view an individual would not succeed to their full potential academically, as stated in Maslow’s theory, if their basic needs and psychological needs were not met first, they could not progress. Showing the importance of inclusion for an individual within education, for example Maslow’s pyramid third block is social needs, having friends, belonging, feeling loved, things that all children should have to progress. Showing social inclusion in education is important. So as stated in his theory, to get to the top of self-actualization, inclusion has an important role to play in an individual’s journey thorough transition points throughout education and in the preparation for the transition into adulthood and employment by reaching their full potential.
Exclusion, ‘The process of excluding or the state of being excluded’ oxford dictionary, (2018) Poverty is a big factor in creating exclusion, through disadvantages in society caused by poverty, such as low-income families, (Childreninwales.org, 2018) who also published figures in 2016 showing that 29% of children are living in poverty in Wales. The median household income for 2019 in the UK is £29,400 stated by the ‘office for national statistics’ (gov.uk, 2018). according to the annual report in 1999 on ‘opportunity for all, tackling poverty and social exclusion’ a family is living in poverty if the median income is below 60%. ‘Children in Wales’ also states that children who live within a family with an income under 60% are living in poverty. (Childreninwales.org, 2018). Poverty can have a huge impact on a child’s life as noted by ‘Children in Wales’ who agrees that poverty is associated with poor health and lower academic attainment with children being cold and hungry due to poverty. As Maslow shows in his theory children will not succeed if basic needs are not met, meaning barriers are created in the development of learning and putting the children at risk of becoming socially excluded. (Pierson, 2010). 
Levitas, (2005) created The Three Strands of social exclusion, one being The Moral underclass (MUD) in which the focus is on the individual’s attitudes and morality, an example is the judgemental view that a person may have towards low  income families or towns (Pierson, 2010) which may create social barriers within their community, mainly due to lack of local services and even down to the higher crime rate suggested by Jenson, (2009). For an individual who is being judged could cause them a feeling of not belonging in such a community and exclude them from society, and therefore as suggested by Maslow prevent them from reaching their full potential.
	Social exclusion was originated in the 1980’s in the social policy of the French socialist governments. (Percy- Smith, 2000).  It was used to refer to the people who were living without access to the social insurance system (room 1995; Jordan 1997; Burchardt et al. 1999). Cited in (Percy- Smith, 2000). Social exclusion was brought forward by the government in England in 1997 and developed the Social Exclusion Unit, with the aim to tackle poverty and social exclusion. (Percy-Smith, 2000). In Wales it is known as ‘Building an Inclusive Wales’ (Percy-Smith, 2000).  
 Poverty may have long lasting affects on children throughout education causing them to face social and emotional challenges. Jenson, (2009) feels that children living in poverty are prevented from adequate health care, so any underlying behaviour problems, mental health issues or child depression would be at risk from getting the correct care. Although the National Health Service in Wales (NHS) which employs 78,000 staff provides a free health care, according to Health in Wales (Wales. NHS, 2018) the key principle is regardless to wealth, good health care should be available to all. Meaning poverty in Wales should not have an impact on the medical service or diagnoses of a child suffering with mental health. Although an article in ‘Wales Online’ (2018) may suggest otherwise as it describes the NHS as heading towards crisis point due to staff shortages, showing there could be a cause of delay in being treated under the NHS. (Walesonline,2018). For those living in poverty would have no option to wait due to the cost of private health care.
The internet is an important source of knowledge and is encouraged to be used within schools. Pembrokeshire County Council supports the use of multi resources used in schools and developed apps that are to help and encourage the development in education. Jordan, (1989) believes that to process new information a multisensory approach is the key. One app is called HWB, each student is given their own log in details and password for safeguarding reasons (gov.uk). As previously mentioned on promoting achievement, included in the ‘Education Inclusion Policy and Strategy’ where it states all children should be given the same access and services to create opportunities for all. (pembsinclusionservice.wales).
 HWB is used in schools as a way of learning. Teachers can add things onto HWB that they feel are beneficial to their learning at the time, which students can then complete at school or home, as the app is accessible from any computer using your log in details. (GOV.UK). Using a computer can be beneficial for all students regardless of abilities or (ALN) as a computer can give multiple options of learning, covering the three inputs of processing information, you can listen, you can see on the screen and you are doing things covering the three inputs of auditory, visual and kinaesthetic. A method which Jorden (1989) believes to be vital to students with processing disabilities such as dyslexia, showing a computer can be used to teach all students meaning this resource would not create exclusion, or would it?
‘Children have the right to reliable information from the mass media’ article 17 from the (UNCRC) meaning children should have access to the internet. Schools provide computers and tablets, giving the students a mean of access to these resource’s but this could cause exclusion for some students. As stated above about the school app ‘HWB’, students can access this at home to go over topics that they are learning about or to complete given tasks set by the teacher as homework. For most living in poverty it is highly unlikely they would have a computer or even a source of internet supply, ‘The Digital Inclusion Framework’ (2010) who also recognised that this could cause exclusion for many, the older generation, people with disabilities and the people from low income families. The last five years have improved but according to the framework there is more barriers to over come to ensure no one is left behind in society. (gov.uk) this could not only cause individuals to feel excluded but also may cause them to fall behind with their education. 
 ‘Although the effects of poverty are not automatic or fixed, they often set in motion a vicious and stubborn cycle of low expectations. Poor academic performance often leads to diminished expectations, which spread across the board and undermine children’s overall self-esteem. 
(Jenson, 2009, pg 38). Digital literacy is taught and has a big impact of learning through schools as it is recognised as an Essential Skill. (inclusion.gov.uk, 2018). With low self-esteem children would not reach their full potential as Maslow states in his theory, ‘Hierarchy of Needs’. Everyone needs to have basic needs, good self-esteem and feeling belonged. (Maslow, 1943).
	Flying start is a Welsh government funded programme in Pembrokeshire for the ages of two years to three years and eleven months. It gives children an opportunity to start a more formal setting from a younger age. (Pembrokeshire county council, 2018). This programme is set out for the deprived areas throughout Pembrokeshire according to (National Assembly for Wales, 2014). Dewey, (1938) states that children learn through play, he feels that through interaction with peers they develop cognitive skills to help them progress through life. School is a place for any underlying issues like (ALN) to be picked up (Reid, 2017) who also feels that if interventions were to succeed, the issues are best uncovered early.
Wouldn’t it be beneficial to all children to start a formal setting at the same age rather than just the deprived areas? This could be exclusion for the ones who don’t live in a deprived area, although Flying start is not compulsory, and some local schools offer opportunities to those outside of the catchment area for a small cost and based on their numbers attending. (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2018). Would children living in poverty in Pembrokeshire start school at a disadvantage to their peers as Jenson, (2009) believes with this government funded programme? 
Although education is funded for early years the’ Organisation of Economic Co-operation and Development’ (2017) (OECD) figures suggest children do not benefit from it academically. (OECD) collects all data from ‘Programme for International Student Assessment’s’ (PISA) which according to asiasociety.org, (2017) is one way of monitoring school systems are making the right preparations in preparing the students for global knowledge of the 21st century. The results show that Netherlands, japan and Korea all rank in top three and shows the UK as lacking basic literacy and numeracy skills. Asiasociety.org, (2017). This could question if earlier access to speech, language and communication which is one of ‘Flying Starts’ key aspects, Flying Start Summary statistics (2018, 2019) has any effect on students academically. One thing the top three ranking countries have in common which is different to England and wales is students start education at a later age (Tokyo-icc, 2019)
Wales saw a reduction in the unemployment rate between March and May according to BBC news, (2019) which states that 11,000 people had found employment. Although the ‘Office for National Statistics’ show that the figures this year remain roughly the same as last year’s figures of 1.5 million people in employment in Wales. (BBC.co.uk). Huw Irranca-Davies who is the minister for children, social care and older children commented in a press release (Welsh Government Funded Childcare Offer Expanded, 2018) confirming the offer of childcare funding reduced barriers to employment and aimed to  roll the offer out to all of the county by 2020. Meaning that the 10 hours per week all children are entitled to for early education, would increase to 30 hours for working parents, as the Welsh Government recognises childcare as one of the biggest barriers working family’s face in Wales. (Pembrokeshire.gov). 
This is a big step forward for inclusion, as mentioned above by (Childreninwales.org, 2018), exclusion is caused through the disadvantages that society has to offer for those living within a low-income family, so this big step in the right direction gives working families a better chance at earning more money. Money that could potentially be saved to fund internet or computers to help with their children’s education, supporting the use of school apps.
	One of the many teams working with flying start and early years is the speech and language team, their role within the programme according to (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2018) is to provide the correct training to all teachers for them to identify and give the correct support to all students with any speech, language and communication difficulties. They help by providing current and practical strategies to help develop their language skills through play. (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2018). 
Play is the key to developing skills at an early age as (Dewy, 1938) also believes play and interaction with peers helps to develop cognitive skills, the core skills that the brain uses which helps the development of reading, writing, working together and reasoning skills. All skills you need to help through each transition point throughout education and in the preparation to adulthood. (Reid, 2017). The new government funding scheme is not only important to encourage employment and benefits, but also to the children, as being in a school setting early can be beneficial for learning, and developing their cognitive skills which is vital for their development and a place where any ALN can be identified for early intervention. (Reid, 2017). 
	The role of main-stream school is to provide good pupil outcomes, not just academically being a key focus but also socially and emotionally. (inclusion and strategy policy, 2013). Students should be healthy and confident, ambitious and capable to learn. This is just two aims out of the four purposes of the curriculum in Wales, showing the importance schools and teachers have for each student and their needs to prepare them to live life at their full potential as valued members of society. (gov.wales, 2018).  Maslow, (1943) pyramid also shows that these aims of the curriculum are to help reach full potential.
	This essay highlights the importance of social exclusion for all students, showing how easy it is to be socially included and excluded due to poverty. The Welsh Government identifies poverty is a big issue (GOV.UK) mainly due to unemployment and low incomes, and have taken steps to remove barriers to employment by funding early year education for those living in deprived areas Pembrokeshire County Council, (2019) and helping working parents by the new government funded childcare for working parents (GOV.UK). There is so much help in Pembrokeshire with all these government funded programmes and access to external agencies as stated as benefits from ‘Early Years Education’ Pembrokeshire County Council, (2019) it leaves me to question do people in Poverty live at a disadvantage described by Jenson, (2009) in this county. Live with low income, yes! But are they prevented from adequate health care as suggested by Jenson, (2009) for people living in poverty? yes there may be a wait due to staff shortages as this essay discussed but there has not always been an issue with staff shortages in the (NHS) which started back in 1948 meaning children would have been seen within an appropriate time scale (bbc.co.uk, 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]	It is clear throughout this essay that children from low income families are affected, for example we are now living in a digital society, public services are now online, and from gadgets like phones and tablets which are being used everywhere causes exclusion to those who cannot afford luxuries. ‘The Digital Inclusion Framework’ (2010). Digital literacy is recognised as an Essential Skill and taught throughout school and still moving forward at a fast pace (inclusion.gov.uk, 2018). These resources are available in schools but for those who have access at home are going to be more competent, especially with the new curriculum and tests being online. Highlighting a concern for those on low income being excluded. Although all students have access to these resources in schools which promotes equality for all students stated in the ‘Educational Inclusion Policy Strategy’ it does not consider the effects of being socially and academically excluded due to the limited access to these resources. One idea is to source enough to loan out, this could even be done on a rotate format if there was not enough to go around.
 Although this essay covers a debate on poverty due to services available, it is also clear the effects it has on children of today. Creating barriers into future employment which is a big factor of poverty today which could cause a vicious cycle for the next generation. Also, barriers into society from being socially excluded due to the lack of ability to reach their full potential, showing Maslow ‘Hierarchy of Needs’ (1943) to be beneficial to creating opportunities to succeed.
 
	


2

image1.png




image2.png




