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0 Onsummation
Johﬂ 18:1—19:42

JESUS’ SUFFERING has its place in the Johannine tradition,! but th

Johannine story must do more than repeat the earlier stor The

reader expects an interpretation of the passion of Jesus thzi wilel
esolve questions posed by thg preceding narrative. The reader is
Jware that Jesus of Nazareth died by crucifixion, but much of this
story has looked t_owarq the event as the high point of Jesus’ human
experience, his being “lifted up” (see 3:14; 8:28; 12:32-33). Associated
with this lifting up 1s ‘_che notion of Jesus’ “hour,” which during the
major part of the public ministry has pointed the reader to some fu-
ture moment (see 2:4; 7:6; 30; 8:20). Jesus announces that the hour
has ucome” as the ministry draws to an end (see 12:23) and as the
final encounter between Jesus and his disciples opens (13:1) and closes

10n this, see W. Thiising, Die Erhohung und Verherrlichung Jesus im Johannesevangelium
(2d ed.; NTAbh 21, 2/1; Miinster: Aschendorf, 1970) 78-82; C. R. Koester, Symbolism in
the Fourth Gospel: Meaning, Mystery, Community (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1995) 188-
91. For M. W. G. Stibbe, John as Storyteller: Narrative Criticism and the Fourth Gospel
(SNTSMS 73; Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1992) 129-47, although the main lit-
erary feature of the Johannine passion account is irony, it is also marked by pathos, and
has the tragic genre of the “killing of the king” as evidenced in the Bacchae. For
E. Kisemann, The Testament of Jesus: A Study of John in the Light of Chapter 17 (trans.
G. Krodel; London: SCM, 1965) 6-8, tradition is the only reason for the telling of a
Johannine passion story, but see M. M. Thompson, The Humanity of Jesus in the Fourth
Gospel (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1988) 87-115.
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THE SHAPE OF THE NARRATIVE

troduced to new episodes in the story
by descriptions of the place and the characters involved in each partic-
ular event (see 2:1-2, 13-14; 3:1-2a; 4:1-73; 5:1-5; 6:1-4; 7:1-14; 9:1-5;

2:1-2). On the basis of this formal criterion, sup-

10:22-23; 11:1-4; 1 ;
of place, character, and action,® the passion story

ported by changes e,
can be divided into five distinct scenes:

2For a detailed study of the Traditionsgeschichte of the Johannine passion narrative,
see A. Dauer, Die Passionsgeschichte im Johannesevangelium: Eine traditionsgeschichtliche
19,30 (SANT 30; Munich: Késel-Verlag, 1972)

und theologische Untersuchung zu Joh 18,1—
21-227. For recent more theological studies of the text as it stands, see I. de la Potterie,

The Hour of Jesus: The Passion and Resurrection of Jesus according to John: Text and Spirit
(Slough: St. Paul Publications, 1989), D. Senior, The Passion of Jesus in the Gospel of John
(The Passion Series 4; Collegeville, Minn.: Liturgical Press, 1991); Knéppler, Die theologia
crucis, 242-68, and J. P. Heil, Blood and Water: The Death and Resurrection of Jesus in John
18-21 (CBQMS 27; Washington: The Catholic Biblical Association of America, 1995).
Fpr a number pf contemporary readings of John 18-19 (practical criticism, genre criti-
;lssfr;,g ;0%c:log1cal ¥eading, narrative-historical reading), see Stibbe, John as Storyteller,
it Dec;th :flgzgsijmporfant study of the Johannine passion narrative is R. E. Brow.'n,
il bt o esgah. From Gethsemane to the Grave. A Commentary on the Passion
g By cr": 0spels (2 vols.; ABRL; New York: Doubleday, 1994).
Mo sichatta 1{26;13,Bp'roducmg the same five scenes, in C. H. Giblin, “Confronta-
reading of John 18:28._1 9’2 262 (1984) 211-12. I am unable to take into account the
phy, and the American West ;_" they GJ . L. Staley, Reading with a Passion: Rhetoric, Autobiogra-
ospel of John (New York: Continuum, 1995) 200-234.

The reader has regularly been in
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ér/sc’;lsl’;ppeqrance Before “the Jews” (1 8:12-27)
-14 introduce Jesus and Peter in a way unparalleled in the

Synopti e ’
ynoptic tradition.'® Jesus is seized (v. 12) and led to the house of

“On Peter’s fai g
the Unique IHS, gf;”;)"?r see stibbe, John, 181; Senior, piisslon; 54-55. J P.'Hell, “Jesus a5
riest in the Gospel of John,” CBQ 57 (1995) 736-37, understands
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geschichte, 62-63, 91-99; K. Quast, Peter

UFO .
and ther ;ZESP;C contacts, see Dauer, Passions,
Press, 1989) 7;’ 7D’SC’P16’-' Figures for a Community in Crisis (JSNTSS 32; Sheffield: JSOT

-76; Brown, Death, 1:78-79 (Mark), 87-88 (Luke), 418-19 (synoptic chart).




