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My dissertation is about what problems people faced in Newport during World War Two.  I have a real interest in this topic because I have been brought through GCSE’s and A levels learning about the Second World War which increased my interest to research into World War Two more extensively. The area I am aiming to discuss is where I lived for the majority of my life. I believe that this is an area that has yet to be researched into very much because Newport is a very small area that would not have been looked into with much detail. For example areas like London, Cardiff and Manchester would have been extensively studied especially, from a variety of people’s perspectives. 
One theory that is involved in this dissertation is that of social theory, I will be focusing on the people which is a social aspect of history. I aim to focus on a large amount of families and different aspects of life that were in Newport by using information from the Gwent Archives. This is why social theory will be a good methodology for this research. Another theory that is involved in my dissertation, is history from below, as I am targeting how the people were affected during World War Two, rather than focusing on the higher people for example the leading politicians or royalty. I am focusing on the everyday lives of people; I am predominantly focusing on what problems they went through themselves and how they coped with those problems. Furthermore, whether they managed to get through the issues and what happened if they could not work through the issues. The problems I have looked into are that of financial struggles and psychological problems, which were both big issues during the World Wars. The method that I have chosen for my dissertation is to read a lot of secondary source material from World War Two and how it impacted people in a more general way, not based around Newport. With the information I gather from that, I could gather questions to ask about World War Two and specifically Newport
The aim of my dissertation is to make the information more public for everyone to see what happened in their local community during one of the toughest times that Britain has suffered. Another aim would be to fill a void that I feel is left in the historiography of World War Two and what happened in Newport at that time.  I have been learning about history throughout the years of Comprehensive and at University level. Previous reading lists from the first two years of my University degree are filled with war related sources. The Second World War played a big part in some of my essays, there were many different authors and sources that are key in reading about the Second World War including A.J.P Taylor who is a very intriguing author who wrote many books regarding the Second World War for example, Origins of the Second World War. A.J.P Taylor who known as a controversial author due to his historical approach. The reading lists have often included books from historians like Richard Overy, who was known for his books written about the bombing aspect of the Second World War. These reading lists predominantly included British authors who focused on one aspect of war. The majority of these authors however did not focus on the people of Britain specifically.   
I have read lots of books and have been studying World War Two in a variety of ways since Comprehensive school. I also have personal experience as a source as I have talked to both my grandmothers as they were both involved in the Second World War, even though they were both very young at the time. It has always been interesting to see what happened to different people from where I live now, back in the Second World War. This is one of the most interesting parts of history that I have studied.  Another reason is to see if there are any connections between the people of Newport today, and the people who were facing problems in Newport during World War Two.
There are no issues however with the amount of secondary source information that can be read. There are extensive amounts of books and journal articles regarding World War Two and the people. Even journal articles talking about one of the main problems that has come out of the war. Which was called Shellshock which many soldiers suffered from. This is one of the potential problems which may have had a profound effect on the lives of the returning soldiers and their families
[bookmark: _GoBack]I might have to further extend the area that I am going to talk about. I could extend the area from Newport to the whole of Gwent or even going to talk about South Wales or even the whole of Wales. It would increase the possibilities of more primary sources the wider area I choose. However, Newport is a very big interest of mine as it is where I live. Furthermore, I would still prefer my dissertation to be predominantly about Newport and the Second World War. Even if there is a lack of relevant and reliable primary sources to choose from, I will work Newport into the dissertation as much as I can, as it is a very big interest of mine. I will continue to look more extensively for more primary sources too.  As, Primary sources are key in writing a dissertation.. 
The main section of dissertation is based around Kerry Evans and the Gwent Archives and how accessible these primary source materials are. I will just have to let him know when I want to develop further my knowledge on both World War Two and Newport during that time. When I visit the Gwent Archives, it will be a key time where my dissertation will develop, and go forward. Whether that is about Newport or about South Wales or expanding my dissertation even further to talk about how the lives of people in wales were affected during the Second World War.  I have been emailing Kerry Evans, my contact from Gwent Archives. He has told me there are fourteen primary source records available. I will be keeping in touch with him throughout the year and see if I need to expand the location of my research. I will be visiting the Archives as such. This is a big aspect of my dissertation as it depends on the amount of sources that are useful to me from Newport. This will then dictate the area most focused on my dissertation. This could cause a problem for me as I continue my research. I would need to widen the area I think about covering. This problem would then be solved as the further I look into Wales, the more primary sources about people’s problems will become available. Furthermore, it does depend on the reliability of the sources from the Gwent Archives too. You would think because it is archival sources, they will be very reliable as they would checked beforehand. He is a local historian so therefore he knows a lot about the topics I am discussing with him. This really helps further my knowledge on the topic even when I have not been able to visit Gwent Archives just at this moment. I will be staying in contact with Kerry throughout the year as my knowledge would continue to develop.  
The topic has not changed significantly due to my research as it is what I am very interested in and there is a reasonable amount of both primary and secondary sources to do with the Second World War and what problems people faced. However, the main aspect of this dissertation could still change however depending on whether the fourteen cards at the Gwent archives are useful towards the aims of my dissertation.
The difficulties have been trying to figure what specific theories can be used with this dissertation. What specifics that I can put into this descriptive detailed dissertation. There are a couple of places to find relevant primary source information, there are the Gwent Archives in Ebbw Vale or in the Newport Library. This will depend on how wide my research does become as I could then look into more libraries in the South Wales area. 
My dissertation is very source-led, as can be seen. It is very difficult to access primary sources around Newport and the Second World War. Therefore, how I have sourced materials is that I have read secondary source material on the Second World War for example The Great War and the British People by J.M Winter and Bread for All by Chris Renwick, that have further developed my knowledge of World War Two and how this impact on the people during the war. This research furthers the importance of finding primary source information. A judgement will be made when I visit Gwent Archives as to how much can be written about these primary sources or whether the topic needs to be widened.
There is a large historical significance in my dissertation. It will affect me in the long term as this could be produced into a paper, it could be produced even by the Gwent Archives themselves, they might want to use it to show people about how their archives were used in different ways. It could affect Kerry Evans who has told me this information in confidence, he could want a copy of this dissertation. He would be relying on me to put the information he has given me into good use and portray Gwent Archives in a very good way as well.  It will also affect the people who I am writing about from Newport, they might still be alive or they might have family, that might not like being written about in a University Dissertation.  
There is no specific reading or source that has created my choice in wanting to do this subject for a dissertation. The interest did stem from the fact that I have always been interested in wars in general since Comprehensive school. The World Wars have been specifically an interest of mine.  I have always been interested in finding out what happened to people where I live back in the Second World War.
Overall, this dissertation is based around Newport and the time of the Second World War 1939-1945. It is based on the people who lived in Newport at the time and what difficulties they went through. The theories that will also be used through my dissertation will be social theory, it will be through history from below as well. My dissertation will develop and possibly change to a wider area according to the amount of primary source material that is available in the Gwent Archives and Newport Library.  The aim of my dissertation is to let the wider public into information regarding what happened to people in their local area. Whether, it is just Newport or the area is expanded to South Wales or even further into the whole of Wales. Another aim is to fill in what I believe to be a gap in research of World War Two and the problems people of Newport faced at the time.  
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