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In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.
 
In terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues, touring theatre can affect its audience in many different ways. I would say it depends on the delivery method of the message. For example, Small World Theatre created the Cragen, a sea monster, out of recycled materials found on shorelines to bring awareness of our oceans, and how we need to keep them clean. Touring theatre is an effective way to address many an issue due to the fact that it isn’t presented in just one location, but rather can travel to areas where the issue needs to be heard the most.

The theme we were given for this particular piece was “the environment”. From that, my touring group came up with the message of “celebrating nature”. The question of how could a strong message, whether it be social, political, cultural, or in this instance, environmental, be delivered in a way that would understand was brought up because of the projected age of our audience (5 to 7). We came to the conclusion that having a statement message could be unclear or confusing to such a young age. We then decided we would rather have fun with the piece we were creating and creating a message out of it could come later. We subtly address issues such as climate change, deforestation, pollution, inclusivity, and responsibility. 

Whether or not these issues are clear to our audience, is yet to be seen, but they have affected the members of our group. As a collective, we were wary of this piece as it’s such an extensive subject. Personally, this subject has always interested me and a lot of the research we did I had already had some knowledge of, but some of my groupmates have said that had the environment not been the focus of this module, they never would’ve gone out and researched any of this, or shown any interest at all. 

Overall, this task of devising and researching a piece to bring to tour has opened my eyes to the many ways a message can be delivered, as well as the many issues that our world faces.
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