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This assignment is going to look at the barriers to engagement in education with a focus on poverty, with a global perspective and is going to look at the policies and approaches to education.  This assignment will then compare the differences between the situations in Brazil and those of the UK.
In 2018 UNESCO Institute for statistics (UIS) released a fact sheet containing data highlighting trends at the global and regional levels of children out of school. The purpose of the fact sheet was to inform discussions and provide the data needed to target policies strategies and resources to get all children adolescents and youth into school and learning.  The data shows that one in five children adolescents and youth are out of school, that is 263 million in 2016 and that since adopting the Sustainable Goal 4 three years ago, with the promise to provide universal primary and secondary education there has been no progress in reducing the global number of out of school children, adolescents and youth. Though there had been a decline in the years following 2000, which was 377.5 million. The international development community has just 12 years to provide high quality and equitable education.  The UIS feel that time is running out and they state in their report that “The data in the report shows that a business as usual approach will not bring us close to achieving universal primary and secondary education by 2030.  There is an urgent need for greater investment in education at the global, national and regional levels”.  
One issue with this statement is that the regions and countries with the highest number of young people out of school, tend to be the lower income countries. If a region is struggling economically with basic food and hygiene issues, spending money on education is going to be lower down on their list of priorities.   According to Hryniewicz, L. (2013) Maslow highlighted in his hierarchy of needs that “people are not motivated unless their basic needs are met. People may not be interested in education if they do not have enough food, water or electricity for their families.  There are much higher numbers of adolescents and youths out of school especially in lower income countries.  This could be due to lack of lower education in the first instance even though that has been the main focus for improvement in the first instance, some people have simply missed out.  In some cases the families cannot afford to send their young people to school even when education is free, as they need them to go to work to help provide for the family.
Poverty can be a large barrier to engagement in education.  In the UK compulsory education for five to sixteen year olds is free. In some countries education can be quite expensive.        
One approach that the UK uses to help break down poverty barriers is by providing free school meals. Statistics show that children in receipt of free school meals, (FSM) particularly those in a deprived or highly diverse area, reach lower educational attainment levels than their peers.  There does not seem to be a singular reason for this and it would be unfair to apportion blame. Some schools take FSM children out of class for catch up sessions to reinforce basics skills like reading and writing.  Even though statistics often show general poor performance, practitioners should not assume that poor home circumstances equates to lack of intelligence.  Ethnic minorities don’t fare very well on statistics tables especially where English is an additional language not spoken at home but Practitioners need to remember that all children are individuals and should not be stereotyped as belonging to a certain group that will not amount to anything.  Swansea as a local authority has quite a high percentage of children receiving Free School Meals.  
According to UNICEF The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was set up in 1989 when Governments from all around the world promised children everywhere the same rights regardless of who they are or where they come from. It came about as world leaders decided that children needed a special convention just for them as people under the age of eighteen often need special care that adults do not. The Convention lays out what countries must do in order for all children to grow as healthy as possible, can learn at school, are protected, have their views listened to and are valued. The UNCRC is the first legally binding international instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights.  These being civil, cultural, economic, political and social. 
Some of the articles are specifically aimed at education.  Article 28 item 1 a, says “make primary education compulsory and free to all.  Item 3 says states parties shall promote and encourage international cooperation in matters relating to education, with a view to eliminate ignorance and illiteracy throughout the world. Particular account should be taken for the needs of developing countries”.  Article 29 focuses on the aims of the education and says that “governments agree that the education of the child shall be directed to the development of the child’s personality, talents and abilities, to their fullest potential. The development of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. And The preparation of the child for a responsible life in a free society in the understanding, peace, tolerances equality and friendship among all peoples. 
The country that is going to be discussed is Brazil.  Brazil is the largest, by a vast amount, country in Eastern South America and is the most highly populated.  Brazil gained its independence in 1822 after more than three centuries of Portuguese rule and maintained a monarchical government system until slavery was abolished in 1888 and a republic was proclaimed in 1889.  According to the Central Intelligence Agency World Fact Book, “Brazilian coffee exporters politically dominated the country until 1930 when populist leader Vargas rose to power and populist and military government ruled until 1985 when the military regime peacefully ceded power to civilian leaders.  Brazil continues to pursue industrial and agricultural growth after having successfully weathered a period of global financial difficulty, Brazil was seen as one of the strongest emerging markets and a contributor to global growth.  The 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 2016 Summer Olympic Games, the first ever in South America, was seen as symbolic of the country’s rise.  However 2013 to 2016 Brazil had a sagging economy with high unemployment and high inflation.” 
Brazil’s education system is broken into progressive stages. These are pre-school, fundamental 1 and 2, secondary school, technical school and higher education.  Preschool is aimed at 2 to 5 year old children with a combination of day care and preschool. From 2016 the preschool element for children aged 4 to 6 years will be mandatory.  Fundamental 1 and 2 are mandatory and cater for 6 to 14 year olds.  1 being equivalent of grade 1 to 5 and 2 being equivalent of grade 6 to 9. Secondary school is aimed at 15 to 17 year olds and is going to be considered for becoming mandatory after 2016.  The technical school is where children can go to learn a trade or professional qualification after successful completion of the fundamental 2 and higher education is aimed at people over 18 years old,  
According to Meyer (2010) writing for Brazil.org website. “the mandatory schooling is seldom enforced as many children live in rural areas and or are working instead of attending school.  Public schools often lack plumbing and heating and the structures can be dilapidated and neglected.”  The picture varies from region to rgion and Brazil is a very large country. 
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