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TO: SUPERVISOR THOMAS TRINITY 
FROM: TRAINEE LAWYER TASLEEM KARA
DATE: 01 NOVEMBER 2022
RE: THE CASE OF SARAH JONES.

Mr trinity, as you have advised I have prepared some notes that you may consider 
To use when you advise the client. I have thoroughly read through the case being handled by the criminal litigation department of the firm at present. 

Miss Sarah Jones aged 35 lives in a troubled neighbourhood, growing up during her teens and twenties she was succumbing to a life of crime. Miss jones has previously been sentenced to four years in prison for robbery five years ago, but she was paroled after two years because of her good behaviour. Miss Sarah jones seems like she is trying to turn her life around for the positive, she is currently unemployed, but she often volunteers at the local catholic church having found religion a few years ago. she is also an active member of the church and participates in a few charitable causes. 

Miss jones has been charged with one assault of theft of a Gucci handbag which is of the value of £5000 and one count of assault. Miss jones has explained to me that she did not steal the handbag, she retrieved it in a lane just off Wind Street in Swansea whilst on a night out. As she went to pick up the handbag another individual named Miss Nora Davies who was known to Miss Jones attacked and snatched the handbag from her and shouted claiming that the Gucci handbag was hers. Miss jones has stated that miss Davies has always been unemployed and could never have been able to afford to purchase a Gucci handbag. 

I have reviewed and set out the laws for the offences. The basic definition of theft is” A person is guilty of theft if he dishonestly appropriates property belonging to another to permanently deprive the other of it. (Theft act 1968 1.1). 
An assault is any act (and not mere omission to act) by which a person intentionally or recklessly causes another to suffer or apprehend immediate unlawful violence. (Common Assault S.39- Criminal Justice Act 1988).

I have explained the possible sentences for the alleged offences which are as follows. In the magistrate's court, the maximum sentence is 12 months imprisonment and with the crown court, it would be a sentence of 7 years, however, if there was a breach of trust involved in the theft (theft from an employer) the offence would need to be handled more seriously.

At the time of the scene, PC Norman Jenkins was on routine patrol on Wind Street and witnessed the two women fighting. Miss jones told the officer that Miss Davies had stolen her Gucci handbag and she was trying to retrieve it but miss Davies claimed that her grandmother had gifted it to her. 

The strength of evidence for any case is very important, in evaluating and researching evidence this helps public officials and civil servants to make the right informed judgements. Miss Davies has claimed the handbag was hers that was given as a gift from her grandmother but as her grandmother is now deceased, she is unable to retain a receipt for the gift. If Miss Davies is speaking the truth, she may be able to identify the contents inside the bag, it may also have a form of identification inside or she may be able to provide some photographic evidence of her with her bag as she has said it was gifted a few years ago. miss jones has been charged with one offence of theft and one count of assault, if there are any cameras on Wind Street, they will be able to show that miss Davies approached miss jones and attacked her first. PC Norman Jenkins arrested miss jones regarding what he saw at that time, miss jones is confident and adamant that she is innocent on both charges, she did not intend to steal something that had an owner, and she explained she had picked it up in a lane off wind street if any security street cameras around the area could support her innocence.

As miss jones has been arrested, she is due to attend the south Wales police headquarters for her first interview regarding this incident. As miss jones is adamant, she is innocent of both charges it could be of an advantage if she doesn’t remain silent for her interview it could give her a chance to tell her version of what happened, it is also seen as more credible if it is done at an earlier stage, a positive conclusion can be reached based on the evidence and reasoning given. There may also be disadvantages if miss jones decides to answer she may accidentally incriminate herself by giving police any extra information she has not mentioned previously and could have character issues and it also gives the police other stands to follow. miss jones may just give no comment as an answer by doing this it doesn't implicate herself, and if it is a weak case a lot of the current evidence is circumstantial, there will also be limited disclosure.

