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INTRODUCTION
Are Black and Minority Ethnic young people, disproportionately represented in the Youth Offending System?
The aim of the research topic selected is to review literature and identify if there is a disproportionate number of Black and Minority Ethnic (BAME) young people in relation to Youth Offending System (YJS) and whether ethnicity is a contributing factor. 
This subject was selected as an area of interest both as a professional matter due to the demography of the work I currently do, which is child protection, the increase of offending behaviour in the young people with whom I work and of the percentage of these children who are BAME
Within the UK it is becoming evident that there is a need to tackle youth crime and address how this can be undertaken.  
Looking at rese arch to identify what trends are established, through recognition of what the current shortfalls are within YJS.
Researching and recognising what needs to be available and how as professionals this can be implemented. Paying particular interest in where this needs to be for example is there a need for further research, for identified trends to implement preventative measures at an earlier stage, training, and education of all involved, parents, young people, and professionals.
Are there target areas and would putting adequate recreational facilities and places which are safe and secure to reduce the risk to vulnerable and disadvantaged BAME young people reduce the risks posed to BAME young people. Is this recognised and is there ways that this could be reduced.
Further aims are to research if there is a prevalence of within the BAME community of inequality in how the cases are dealt with from the police and who and why they are arresting to te cases which are forwarded to the CPS and then how the courts and dealing with these cases. Does coming from a community that is the minority, increase the chances that young people have? presence in the youth offending 
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METHODOLOGY AND METHODS
To find relevant information on the chosen topic I found different ways of searching the chosen topic, in the way the question was compiled. Entering these into the Google Scholar and Scopas search bars so that they would generate 1000’s of searches for the topic. From the generated articles I then reduced those which matched the information by identifying key words, which would deliver results closer to the research question. The importance of structuring the research question is important, and ensuring key words are contained in it has several reasons. Structuring it correctly gives information and a glimpse into what the person reading it will understand about what you plan to achieve. It will also give the person writing focus as to what results they wish to achieve. I can also keep the writer focussed. Doody, O. (2014) Setting a research question, aim and objective, Rcni.com. Available at: https://journals.rcni.com/nurse-researcher/setting-a-research-question-aim-and-objective-nr.23.4.19.s5.
‌
 I wished to glean in a more concise and accurate way. Discarding those which were not delivering the most informative information on the chosen topic. The decision to use google scholar over other search engines would also ensure that the delivery of the information would be more accurate and deliver options to deem that the information came from trustworthy origins. The listing of accurate information that could be verified. The sites deemed not to be trustworthy include Wikipedia, which although it contained lots of information about my chosen subject it did not afford me the opportunities to verify its sources.
Most research is based on paradigms, and this is a respected method. Epistemology is the way researchers can identify what there is to know and how we can gain information about subjects (Denscombe, 2008)
Research is a rigorous and systemic collection of data which is important in recognising patterns and trends which are influential is decisions on strategies, service, and training. (APA PsycNet, no date)
Research provides the opportunity to review data and to be understood and measured applying ethical consideration on a personal level as to how one would practice within their own roles. and question one’s own practices. (Whyte, 2008)
Having some knowledge of the chosen topic enabled me to make some distinguished choices between the areas within it and to what sorts of information I wished to use to compare different angles of looking for the research already done, and to identify different perspectives from different fields within youth justice. Examples of tis were different perspectives looking from an educational point, or from local communities. It also allowed exploration around the different bodies involved, did the police take a different stance from children’s services or churches.
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) researches the higher incidence of young people who ad 3 or more of these to influence the likelihood of offending behaviour. Identifying that divorce, race, household dysfunction could be contributory factors amongst others. (Baglivio and Epps, 2015) whilst it was also recognised that trauma, experienced through ACE was linked to more incidence of mental health illness and substance misuse. (Baglivio et al., 2015)
The methodology can vary as this topic contains ontology, there is a lot of information that comes from a reality, what is there for us to know about? philosophy deals with reality. Much of what happens with in the youth justice system is the reality of life for not just the children and young people but their families. Researchers have been able to write a great deal of literature from this perspective. Self-actualization according to Maslow requires basic needs to be met, if ACE is taken into consideration, are children able to achieve self-actualization when so many lived experiences contradict this? The need of safety, communication, love having basic human needs met in early childhood directly impacted on young people. A child’s need for safety is of the utmost importance, and if their early experiences have lacked this, through family, education, or society this can impact later experiences throughout life. (Bowen, 2021)
Epistemology is the way researchers can identify what there is to know and how we can gain information about subjects. (Denscombe, 2008)  
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ETHICAL PRACTICE WITHIN RESEARCH

Examining what skills are required to work successfully within this system leads to reviews of what is best practice, having guidelines which are constantly reviewed to meet the delivery of service and recognising and identifying where improvements need to be made, are important to ensure that ethics underpinned with knowledge is at the basis of working in an ethical manner. 
Writing policies to deliver an effective service needs to be addressed by all involved. From the policy writers, management, and front-line workers. From an academic point the importance of ethical practices needs to be taught during the training of frontline workers. (Squires, p. (2020) social policy. Routledge) and adhered to as there is progression through te service. When evaluating the policies. targets and trends need to be identified and this can only be done by revisiting the history, through research.
Looking at the use of imprisonment for offenders raises further the ethical debate around the numbers of BAME groups within prisons, and the length of sentences, again in comparison to similar treatment of white prisoners. Leading to the conclusion that those from disadvantaged backgrounds face harsher sentences, the research evidence that this is often the case for young people. (Taylor, et al 2021)
The rehabilitation of BAME young people is evidently not successful as the move towards BAME adult population remains higher within BAME prison population.  This leads to further illustrating that BAME young people are not receiving best practice through equality. This is demonstrated through the data which evidences despite a drop in the numbers of young people receiving custodial sentences it is not te same from young people from a BAME backgrounds.it is not evident why this occurs. (Barn, Feilzer and Hardwick, 2018)
Multi agency working can work to both improve ethical practice and affect it. With each agency having its own ethical codes, and the agencies coming from different fields. The ACE framework again underpins te basis for this. Police have a role within their code of practice to pursue, investigate and prosecute. Social Care have an ethical duty to assess and support, there can be conflict between the agencies as differing approaches.
Gleeson, Duke and Thorn (2019) identified that drug and alcohol intervention workers often were lacking in training around diversity and culture, when working with young offenders. Establishing that terminology used influenced how work could be undertaken with young people, from this group. The research identified that some workers did not know how to address young people in a manner which they themselves felt comfortable with, or that the young people understood or identify with.
Currently there Is much media coverage of gang related crime, knife crime and violent crimes, where most of the faces seen are of young people of the BAME community, although the highest crime is still crime against property.: (Bateman, no date)
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THEMATIC REVIEW
Analysing the data and research previously undertaken demonstrates that there is a higher percentage of BAME young people still receiving custodial sentences, despite a fall over the last decade.
A drive to move towards restorative justice is impacted as young offenders are often fearful of meeting their victims, thus affecting the process. If restorative justice is unsuccessful is recidivism 
A latent approach to the thematic review, looking at the underlying meaning behind the research and data I had examined. There were clear themes and trends identified and recurring of what leads to the disproportionate BAME youths entering the YJS.
ACE, early childhood experiences, which encompassed so many agencies, and experiences. Neglect, trauma, divorce and separation among some of the ACE identified to increase any risks to entering YOS, when considering race into this it became significantly more likely.
Inequality the research identified that due to varying reasons such as language, race, policing there was a clear disproportionate amount of BAME young people entering the YJS. The inequality in which custodial sentences were given, more frequently and for a longer term than white youths committing the same and worse crimes.
Education and in particular disruption within education such as exclusions at an early age resulted in a heightened risk to BAME young people.
Knife crime, sexual exploitation and county lines were higher in areas which had a socioeconomic disadvantage, and within these areas there were more people from BAME backgrounds.
There is a fall in crime rates and of reporting of crimes, the Secure State which includes YOI, secure units and Secure Training Centres, were closing or been moved to other areas around the country (UK) which made it increasingly difficult for families to visit, and family contact and interventions to offer support and guidance.

The trends highlight that all these factors suggest that for BAME young people there is an increased risk to them because of the colour of their skin, because of te disruption to education, or for reasons not yet identified.
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

Many of the reviews cantered around the education system and criminal behaviour in juveniles. Children from the BAME community were more likely across many demographics to receive exclusions from school. (Skiba et al., 2011) This evidence when compared to the behaviours of their white counterparts meant that the prevalence was not always as results of the behaviour displayed or the actions and continued to demonstrate that the punishments were far harsher for children and young people from the BAME communities. When young people continue to see that there is a clear division in how they are addressed in school, through opportunities and the miss management of behaviours which evidence shows missing education can almost fast track them into the youth justice system. (Mallett, 2016) Research in different countries identify a trend that there is a higher incidence of BAME young people committing youth crime, within the system. With the system been reduced greatly in relation to the services available and offered, there is a reduction in youth offending institutes and non-custodial sentences imposed, discussion within research suggest that youth crime is falling, and fewer young people are reporting crimes. (Squires, 2020)
 ,
Looking at the home environment of many children from the BAME community, comparisons were made into the make up of the family. There were many families within the identified groups where often there was only one parent present, more often the mothers. Did coming from a single parent household and been from an ethnic group also increase the risks to offending behaviour commencing. Were the fact that males were non present in so many of these young people’s lives be a contributing factor. Adams and McCarthy (2019) stated that the caregivers of BAME young men within a Youth offending Institute (YOI) reflected on their parenting when young people first entered the YJS, they also looked at culturally how this may bring shame on them as caregivers. Black Caribbean mothers feeling they have failed their children. Income, employment, location and education could all impact the lives of any young person but is it an influential factor for more BAME families. Research in the UK and United States of America. (Rowe, 1994)
When young people are convicted, and families encounter difficulties to maintain access through visits. This can be made more difficult to do due to te locations of Youth Offending Institutions, Secure training centres, 
 Does the level of education of the parents or the parents own lived experiences could the likelihood of young people offending behaviour or is it that there is a direct correlation with household income and composition that may influence and drive more young people into a future life of crime. If an absent parent or member of te household who is within the criminal justice system a factor of consideration? 
Looking at the area of where communities live and the diversity of the community, is an area of social deprivation likely to include more people from a BAME community who may be more likely to encounter a higher instance of antisocial behaviours meaning higher police presence. Black boys are 10 times more likely to be stopped by the police with cases reaching Criminal Prosecution Service (CPS) than white boys. Which can lead into children entering the YJS with the rises to young people living in areas of social deprivation, the increase in involvement to County Lines and sexual exploitation. This research carried out globally returned that in other countries this was found to be the same. The Lammy report states this is evidenced in other European countries, the USA and Australia. (Lammy,2017)
Looking at the presence of family and community networks, where the guidance and role models for young people during their most formative and influential years is an important factor in history repeating itself. If a young person grows up in a home or area where many enter the criminal justice system at differing ages, or where it is seen as a path that is ahead for young people can lead to a lack of encouragement. Are the schools and educational providers in the area meeting the diverse needs of these young people? Do the young people see people like themselves in terms of colour and culture, with similar family compositions to their own seen on a regular basis in positions which they can aspire to? 
Do young people see these as achievements which they can reach, the media plays a big part in how young people view their life chances, are obstacle put in the way that are simply too hard to overcome. Stereotypes of what they will be good at or expected to be good at, are these likely lead to the difficulties of breaking cycles and patterns. For example, if a child can not meet the expectations of their achievements and becoming successful in sports for example, if there is not the encouragement to seek alternatives does that lead to lack of motivation, or exploration of alternatives to a life of crime, which can initially be seen as a successful route to abetter life. When the media portray the ill-gotten gains from crime as an easy route to success, te media can be deemed to over report on crimes which have a high public perception of been carried out by BAME young people, almost making the life an attainable at te same time vilifying it as crime which is carried out by BAME young people. Where are the deterrents to making crime seem a life that will lead to a cycle that becomes hard to break? (Siddiqui,2019)
Whilst statutory bodies are training there is a need for the diversity of race and culture to be addressed. For a recognition that not everyone they encounter can and should be treated the same. Diversity in their approach and an understanding of the differences in the court system demonstrates that there is a disproportionately high ration of BAME men in both youth and adult structure. There is not enough quantitative research to demonstrate the causes of this, and when looking at the prison population the same can be identified. (Robertson and Wainwright, 2020).
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A move towards restorative justice is identified thorough research as the way to rebuild how the youth justice system delivers its services. It was felt that there were many benefits by all who partook in research conducted (bythe Restorative Justice Council (sabbagh,2017) it was also recognised restorative justice will not work for everyone.
Research has clearly demonstrated that the representation of BAME young people is disproportionately higher, affecting males more so.
The data shows there will remain a high proportion of BAME young people who will remain in the penal system, and that despite crime rates and reporting of crime has fallen the percentage of BAME prisoners has not.
Multi agency working needs to come from the same direction, so that the BAME young people do not continue to be at a disadvantage, because of the factors and trends which influence, health, social care, police, and education. Researching what happens from school to prison can identify necessary interventions
There is a link between ACE and the data figures which show the outcomes of BAME youth offenders.
The early intervention needs to take place with the family, starting with identifying the ACE which can be the point at which they become the future set-in stone. 
Data needs to be constantly monitored and evaluated, so that the required changes can be implemented. 
Having clear definitions of how codes of practice influence the ethical practices of all agencies. 
The education system must change the way young people who have already encountered much adversity are not written off as unchangeable. 
Develop education and training to deliver to the front-line workers, CPS, police, and other agencies to include more cultural awareness. Hold more enquiries to show the findings and work in a more transparent way, allowing for better networks and enabling te restorative justice to have a better chance of working for more people from BAME backgrounds, the education of cultural barriers through language and family dynamics.
Reintroduce more community-based activities which keep young people off the street, making them vulnerable not only to a life of crime but also to other dangers. 
Further research and data collation of the ACE of young people entering the YOS.
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