Assignment Two – Thinkpiece
The Age Of Empire
Introduction
An Empire can be described as a
“major political unit in which the metropolis, or single sovereign authority, exercises control over territory of great extent or a number of territories or peoples through formal annexations or various forms of informal domination.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Daniel I. O’Neill, Empire, https://www.britannica.com/topic/empire-political-science (Accessed 07/07/2025)] 

There have been many Empires throughout history, with the first empire being the Akkadian Empire which existed during the Bronze Age and covered a span of 250,000km by the year 2200 BC.
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The UK (or Britian) itself once had the largest Empire in 1920 with it covering 26%, just over of a quarter of the globe. The Roman Empire whilst large (and often talked about in media), does not come close to the top five largest empires. Mongolia, Russia, the Qing Dynasty and Spain had the largest empires with Britian taken out the picture.
Each empire usually had one overall ruler, and several smaller rulers who would report back to the main ruler. Not too dissimilar from how Government in western countries such as the UK or US work. There is a prime minister/president of the country, and they have MPs/Governors who are head of smaller areas within the country.
This essay will go over certain empires, their failings and collapse and go over if any exist today.

Paragraph 1 – Roman
Perhaps the most famous empire to have existed, the roman empire existed from 27 BC until AD 476. With the first and founding emperor being Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus also known as Octavian. At its peak, the empire spanned from as far as the North of England to Syria. The emperor was the leader of the empire and to help pass laws, had a senate which is essentially a council and advisory board for the emperor. The Empire gained most of the land through conflict and war as they had a formidable army that almost no neighbouring region could match. 
The Roman Empire treated most people outside of Italy as slaves, with poverty being rife within the empire. Those with power generally got all the best food, drink and necessities. A roman administrator named Pliny the Younger once went to a dinner party in the first century AD and noted that 
‘the food and wine on offer differed in quality. The guests were not being treated equally. Instead, the host was mirroring status distinctions in the standard of the food and beverages he presented to his guests.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Dr Valerie Hope, Social Pecking Order in the Roman World, https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/social_structure_01.shtml, (Accessed 08/07/2025)] 

This shows that even within the higher ranks of the roman empire, resources such as food were given based on the rank or status that person held within the empire. Status mattered a lot, and people were most certainly not equal. Status would determine your influence, resistance to the law and even marriage partners.
The Roman Empire fell slowly, rather than a quick collapse. When Theodosius I died, the governance of the west and the east was split between his sons, thus signalling the end of a truly united empire.
Paragraph 2 – British
The British Empire as mentioned earlier was the largest empire history has seen. This empire would gain most of its land through conflict like the Romans and would plunder the land to send back to the UK. Hence why there are so many “stolen” artifacts from many different countries in the UK. Britain had many colonies in Africa, Oceania, Asia and one in the Americas, that being Canada. Britain also colonised parts of America but they revolted against British rule and won freedom, thus founding the United States of America soon after.
People within the British Empire especially outside of Britain were mostly minorities and were treated essentially like cattle. The slave trade was huge in Africa with black people being seen as lesser. Indian people were also subject to extreme oppression and racism. Britian exploited the people and rulers within these countries to boost trade results and overall profit. India especially was very lucrative with resources and had hundreds of millions of people to use as they saw fit. 
Britian mercilessly fought to gain land, especially in Africa where the kingdom of Benin was raised to the ground with the rulers and people exiled, along with their valuables taken. 
Paragraph 3 - Why they fail
Empires typically fall due to various reasons as opposed to one big reason. It usually stems from political instability, economic decline and unhappy citizens/subjects. In the case of Britain, colonies and territories would get a strong independence movement and due to financial turmoil, they would be forced to give up the land in order to help people within Britain itself. The returning of India can be attributed to the second world war and the financial burden it proved to be. 
‘The sheer cost and energy expended during the Second World War had exhausted British supplies and highlighted the difficulties with successfully ruling India, a nation of 361 million people with internal tensions and conflicts.’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Sarah Roller, The 4 Key Reasons India Gained Independence in 1947, https://www.historyhit.com/key-reasons-india-gained-independence-in-1947/, (Accessed 08/07/2025)] 

The fall of the Western Roman Empire was due to many reasons, amongst them being running out of resources to trade, violent raids from Barbarians and the ever-growing Byzantine Empire (the eastern part of the Roman Empire). Many rulers towards the end of the Empire were murdered or out right replaced causing unstable governments to form and a confused population. ‘From 200AD to the end of the Roman Empire, there were a multitude of Roman Emperors murdered or replaced, making for a severely unstable and demoralised government system.’[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Sky History, Why did Ancient Rome fall?, https://www.history.co.uk/articles/why-did-ancient-rome-fall, (Accessed 08/07/2025)] 

Conclusion
To conclude, Empires have existed throughout history with their power and influence varying. This essay has covered two of the most infamous empires there have been, how they treated their people and their inevitable demise. It can be shown that throughout history, no empire lasts forever and in the modern day, no empire exists in the traditional sense.
Bibliography
Ersek, Vasile, Map of Akkadian Empire [image], Phys.org.
Hope, Dr Valerie, ‘Social Pecking Order in the Roman World’, BBC History, https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/social_structure_01.shtml [accessed 8 July 2025].
O’Neill, Daniel I., ‘Empire’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/topic/empire-political-science [accessed 7 July 2025].
Roller, Sarah, ‘The 4 Key Reasons India Gained Independence in 1947’, History Hit, https://www.historyhit.com/key-reasons-india-gained-independence-in-1947/ [accessed 8 July 2025].
Sky History, ‘Why Did Ancient Rome Fall?’, Sky History, https://www.history.co.uk/articles/why-did-ancient-rome-fall [accessed 8 July 2025].
image1.jpeg




