



Terrorism dates to ancient times and in modern society it poses a great thereat to the modern way of life. Many countries across the globe have developed their own definitions for terrorism and what acts are classed as terrorism. However, everyone can agree on the fact that the overall objective of terrorism is to inflict fear, chaos and distress to the public in order to influence an action, decision or law through the influence of ideologies, religious or political agendas. It is important to consider the fact that the definition of terrorism has been majorly influenced by media coverage and associated words such as Islamophobia. Thus, attacks are not the only way modern society can use to define what terrorism is. 

In the United Kingdom terrorism is the use of threat of action, both in and outside the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate public. It must be for the purpose of advancing political, religious, racial, or ideological causes (CPS, 2020). Thus, in many countries there is a common consensus that terrorism involves an extreme act of violence against society to fuel a certain desired outcome. 

Terrorism can be dated back to thousands of years to the Roman Empire where we encounter a group known as the Sicarii, or dagger-men. These individuals carried out public assassinations on Roman occupation forces as well as Jews they believed had collaborated with the Roman empire. Their ideology and motive were that they could not remain faithful to Judaism while living under Roman rule who supported the Christian faith (Weichman, 2020). Thus, the first case of terrorism dates back to the Roman Empire where the preferred method of execution was through assassination in crowded areas, which was calculated to strike fear into the hearts of their enemies (Mingren, 2017).

 Thus, when the actions of the Sicarii are compared to the modern definitions of terrorism, organisations such as the FBI would determine their actions as domestic terrorism. This type of terrorism is defined by violent, criminal acts committed by individuals and/or groups to further ideological goals such as political, racial, or religious (FBI, 2021). 

Thus, it is evident that terrorism dates to ancient times however, it could be argued that modern terrorism arrived in the UK can be identified through the Irish Republican Brotherhood, founded in 1858 by James Stephens. Their motive was to create an independent t Irish state free of the Crown. Their motive was also, fueled by the mishandling of the Irish potato famine by the British which resulted in mass starvation across Ireland (Vronsky, 2020). 

The question is whether the organisation should be classed as a terrorist group at the time? Considering the misery, the Irish had suffered because of the famine. The group had rebelled against the British army and government and shown their desire to rid Ireland of the Crown. Thus, under the Terrorism Act of 2006, any action or threat that is designed to influence a government will be classed as an act of terrorism (The Terrorism Act 2006).

The more recognizable terrorist group that has been terrorizing the UK for many decades has been the IRA (Provisional Irish Republican Army) founded in 1969. The organisation was proscribed as a terrorist organisation under Terrorism Act 2000, and an unlawful organisation in the Republic of Ireland under the Offences Against State Acts, where any volunteers are tried in a special non-jury court. The IRA are arguably Britain's deadliest terrorist organisation who actively operated during the 1960s to 90s, taking responsibility for some of the deadliest terrorist attacks in the UK. The organization had killed more than 1,700 people in a 25-year campaign before calling a ceasefire between the British Army and the IRA (O’Neill) 

An act of violence committed by the IRA that is classed as an act of terrorism can be seen in the event of Bloody Friday, where in 1972 Belfast the IRA has detonated 20 bombs across the city causing 20 deaths and 130 injuries. The attack had caused widespread chaos and stretched the security forces to the limit (Richie). Thus, this attack had inflicted terror, chaos, and distress with the aim to rebel against the British Forces operating in Belfast and Derry. The attacks were both coordinated and were directed to inflict as many civilian casualties as possible. 

Several studies on the psychological effects of attacks have shown a high rate of depressive disorders as well as post-traumatic stress disorder among victims. The individual psychological trauma induced by a terrorist act typically follows three stages succeeding over time. Victims show genuine reactions to fear and stress followed by a manifestation of aggression to ultimately developing psychiatric complications. (Ioana, 2015). Thus, the effects of terrorism can be devastating on its victims which the IRA during their attacks on bloody Friday were fully aware of. Therefore, when defining terrorism such acts of extreme violence that causes destruction to society and inflicts anomie on communities such as those inflicted by the IRA on bloody Friday is an ideal example of what terrorism is defined as. 

Alongside the IRA who are still operational in Northern Ireland there are many more organisations that are defined as terrorist groups. The most notorious organisation which operated on a global stage is Al-Qaeda which stemmed from the Soviet-Afghan war during the late 1980s. The group is the product of a history of Sunni Islamic revivalist movements that have sought to empower Muslims against what they describe as Islam’s enemies, both external and internal (Haykel, 2016). 

The movement offers a fantasy vision of renewed power and glory that claims to reproduce the early history of Muslims, when the Islamic empires reigned supreme over huge areas of the globe (Haykel, 2016). Thus, their ideology can be defined as both political and religious as their aims are to ensure that Islam becomes a global ‘superpower’ through illegitimate means which defines the organisation as a terrorist group. The leader of Al-Qaeda also known as Osama Bin Laden was a notorious terrorist who established Al-Qaeda as a global organisation. The first major attack on the Western world was in 1993 where a van filled with a bomb exploded in the World Trade Center below the North Tower. Bin Laden has claimed responsibility for the attack which was the first major sign of the rebellion against Western culture in Islamic regions in the East. 

Unfortunately, the notion of terrorism on US soil was so new that many authorities at first believed the explosion was an accident rather than a terrorist attack. Only upon testing nitrates were detected at the crater, the first sign that the bomb was real cause. By 1995, almost all responsible for the attack had been caught and sentenced to life (Yakima, Wash, 2003). In a way it could be argued that the attack was the warning of what was to come however, due to the peculiar nature of the attack many believed it to be an accident as terrorist attacks committed by Islamic extremists were unheard of on US soil during those days. 

Al-Qaeda has many ways of conducting attacks, their methods include online beheadings, suicide bombers, car bombing, hijackings, and parliamentary operations against civilian and military targets (ADL, 2021). A perfect example where suicide bombers were used to inflict pure chaos was during London 7/7 bombings. The attack was calculated in a way that bombers detonated their bombs simultaneously through London's transport to not only inflict as many casualties but to also create a greater sense of panic. The attack had killed 52 people and injured at least 700. The attack, the work of suicide bombers was the first of their kind in British History (Bux et al, 2009). Although the number of deaths in a terrorist attack are small when compared to those of a civil war, such events resonate in the minds of the viewing public causing emotions such as fear and terror to be induced (Mueller, 2005).

Through the emotions resonating with the public, terrorism began to become associated with Islamophobia. Many Muslims within the UK began to be viewed as a security threat by politicians, the media, and the public (Hussain, Bagguley, 2012). Within society once an issue becomes securitized it becomes a ‘common sense’ that the issue is a threat, for example the 7/7 bombers were of Muslim religion which resulted in the belief that all/any Muslim could oppose a threat to the society (Buzan et al., 1988). This resulted in the birth of Islamophobia in the UK where most white citizens had a sense of fear around Muslims due to the media coverage and government debate around Muslim terrorism. 

Thus, when we think about terrorism it is not simply defined by the acts committed, it can be argued that the effect of terrorism on society is what modern terrorism has begun. It is well established how political discourse, the media and policy have constructed Islam and Muslims as a threat (Abbas, 2005) for example when Al-Qaeda is mentioned the general idea is of Muslims and violence. However, not many people would consider the fact that members of Al-Qaeda can be of white origin recruited through radicalization. Therefore, terrorism creates stigmas and leads people to discriminate against those they view as responsible. The wider definition of terrorism cannot simply be an act of violence as we can associate words such as Islamophobia as defining factors within the presented argument. 

Arguably one of the most defining terrorist acts committed on Western soil can be seen it the 9/11 attacks which shaped the world and defined modern terrorism as we know it today. The attack was a coordinated attack by Al-Qaeda on the World Trade Center towers where two hijacked planes directly crashed into the towers killing 3,000 people in its aftermath. The attacks set in motion the so-called ‘war on terror’ (Satchell, 2011). It could be argued that 9/11 was the first attack that introduced modern society to terrorism which introduced the global fear of terrorism and the threat it opposed to modern societies. Breaking media coverage showed the destruction and chaos caused by the attack white witnesses said their statements of the trauma experienced during the 24 hours of the attack would shift the well-being of US citizens. 

The change of people’s idea well-being was the subject of mass media coverage, political discussion and later analyzed in literature (Linton et al., 2004). Thus, could it be argued that modern terrorism become widely known because of mass media coverage? The mass media coverage of terrorism has created a situation where a symbolic relationship is established between the media and terrorist organsiaitons. Both parties rely on each other to strengthen their roles. In many ways the media has become a platform of communication for terrorism as shown in live beheading videos and warnings by organisaitonal leaders (Elshimi, 2018). 

Therefore, it could be argued that our understanding of terrorism has stemmed from mediated culture where mass media coverage creates a culture. The public are constantly bombarded with media coverage regarding terrorism when an attack occurs which creates a consensus of how we perceive terrorism (Romero, 2019). Words such as Islamophobia are terms that as mentioned modern society associates with terrorism and it could be argued that these stereotypes have come from a mediated culture. Prior to terrorist attacks before mass media the only way to report attacks, violence and accidents was through newspapers and in which Islamophobia was not present. 

 Thus, when we define terrorism, the media play a major role in helping us establish definitions for terrorism. An example of this case can be seen in many ‘knife attacks’ across the country. Only two weeks ago a stabbing incident occurred in Croydon which left a man dead. The suspect was of white British ethnicity and the Metropolitan police are treating the incident as a murder investigation (BBC News). The argument that could be put forward is whether the British public would treat this incident as a terrorist attack if the suspect were Muslim? In the perspective of how Islamophobia affects many citizens a case could be argued where some may have classed this attack as a terrorist attack. It is established that in political definition a terrorist attacker's motive must be religious, ideological, racial or to intimidate the government or public (Lord Berriew Q.C, 2007). Thus, as mentioned terrorism can be defined through stereotypes, discrimination, and words that society associates with violent acts mainly committed by extremist individuals/organisaitons. This provides a wider scope of understanding the definition of terrorism.

A recommendation to further define what terrorism is viewed as in society it is important to understand the wider consequences rather than just the acts of violence committed by organsisations and individuals. The role of the media of shaping the way the public define terrorism cannot be ignored. For many regular citizens, the political definition of terrorism is ignored when bombarded with media coverage of acts committed by Muslim perpetrators. Most attacks that occur are indeed committed by individuals from Islamic backgrounds whether they are extremist or racialized into committing terrorist attacks. However, it provides a steppingstone for the birth of Islamophobia and false definitions of terrorist attacks. When defining terrorism, it is key to consider the motives behind attacks to confidently mark acts of violence as terrorist attacks. Examples include 9/11 in New York, London 7/7 bombings and other attacks where the motives were driven by ideologies associated with terrorism e.g. ‘making Islam great again’. 

It is evident that terrorism has been around for centuries and its goal from the Sicarii to modern Al-Qaeda remains the same, to push forward an idea or fantasy in any way possible even with the use of extreme violence. (Haykel, 2016). The definition of terrorism does not simply rest on the historical attacks such as 9/11. Indeed, these attacks shaped societies into forming definitions of terrorism and created the phenomenon of ‘War against terror’. Each country has their own definitions and criteria that defines an act of terrorism, although many of them are different the general consensus is that a terrorist act is a form of extreme violence against society to strengthen ideologies or religious beliefs etc. For the public term that could be used to define terrorism is the birth of Islamophobia, where citizens develop fear against Islamic people due to the general nature in the attacker’s religious beliefs. A perfect example of extreme violence creating definitions across the globe (Abbas, 2005).
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