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The Bible has influenced society but there are Questions now about the Interpretation of the Bible. It raises a Question on if the Bible was interpreted correctly. The Story of Eve and the Virgin Mary are two Women in the Bible that have been interpreted in many ways and impacted Christianity’s view of the role of Women in Society. This causes issues with the messages from the Bible as the messaged that was originally put in there by Jesus, Prophets and God, are now lost due to misinterpreted.

The Genesis Story is such a Story where the original meaning is lost because of misinterpretation. Eve is seen as a manipulative figure in the bible because it is widely believed in Christianity that she bit the fruit from the forbidden tree and ‘manipulated’ Adam. This is seen in so many Christian artwork such as Hendrik Goltzius’s 1608 painting of Adam and Eve. It shows Eve manipulating Adam. This shows the Christian idea that Eve is to blame. According to Philosopher Kings, Rosemary Radford Ruther says that Augustine thought of Women as only secondary to women. As seen in the painting and through Ruther, we can see that from the possible ‘misinterpretation’ of who is to blame goes to the women. It does not stop at Eve getting the blame but according to Meyers in the Jewish Women’s Archive, Eve embodies Women as a whole. Therefore, the blame is not placed on Eve but as Eve embodies the function of Women it is seen that Christian’s interpret Women in a Negative way by judging Eve. This is not what is written in the bible but what Christians have interpreted. According to Drew Covert, Christianity often sees Eve as the reason and cause for the Original Sin.

In traditional readings of the creation, the Woman is often portrayed as a Secondary Creation since she is created from the Rib (Abraham, 2002, p.64). This created a sense that Women were inferior to Men. Due to interpretation of the bible it can often be perceived that Men are seen as superior to women because of the idea of Secondary creation. This impacts women as they are seen as like Eve being Manipulators. As read in the Philosopher Kings, this idea stems from Saint Augustine and Saint Aquinas. It was morally accepted because women did not speak out about the inequality this idea brought. The Idea of Eve being a Manipulator and seen as a secondary creation is detrimental for the role of Women in Christianity. But as seen in the Bible, Jesus went to the Women and taught them. He spoke of Equality. In the Bible there are so many verses about Gender Equality that get ignored from the Christian Faith. In Galatians 3:28, it says, ‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for all are one in Christ.’ or in Mark 12:31, ‘The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”’. All commands are from the Bible that speak of Equality and love. It shows that the true Message of the Bible is Love for all and not the inequality seen in Traditional Christian Ideas of the Bible.

However, Drew Covert does say that Christian belief of Eve is not backed by any Biblical Text. If we look at the Bible. In Genesis 3:6, Eve turned and gave the forbidden fruit to Adam, who was with her. It shows that Adam had the opportunity to stop Eve from biting the forbidden fruit. If we continue to Genesis 3:9-22, we can see that Eve and Adam are both punished by God. This shows that God, who is seen as a Just God, was Punishing both as both Adam and Eve have shared responsibility for biting the forbidden Fruit. Even the way Eve was created is seen as more significant than Christianity allows. In Genesis 2:21-23, Eve was created from Adam’s rib. This shows that Eve is equal to Adam as she was not created from the foot. In the bible Adam never mentions Eve being created to be ruled by him. It clearly shows that the idea of Eve being manipulative comes from Christianity rather than actual solid biblical backing. 

The Virgin Mary is another woman in the Bible who is often Victimised by Christians as being seen as only a Mother or a Virgin. Father Johann Roten says that Christians the Virgin Mary is seen as a Perfect Human and a Perfect Woman. Ever Christian Woman is seen as a ‘good Christian’ if she gets married and becomes a Mother or becomes a Nun and lives a Celibate life in the service of Christ. The emphasis on Women being made to be mothers shows the Gender inequality in the Church. Men are not expected to follow these rules as directly as Women. But this questions the true extent of the Virgin Mary. It questions whether she was more than that. According to Sister M. Danielle Peters, the Virgin Mary is a Teacher, She must have taught Jesus when he was growing up. She could also teach Christians about remaining with Christ even through harsh and cruel times because she was the only person in the Bible who was with Jesus from his conception to his Earthly death. 

According to Mary McGovern Treyz, Mary is seen as both a Disciple and Prophet and according to Luke, she is a model of Christian Discipleship. The Virgin Mary is the idea of a perfect Christian and Human Being, yet women are still looked down upon. He disciple attributes are ignored and she is seen as only a Mother and as a Virgin. It is strange to Understand how the Christian Faith puts the Virgin Mary into such high honour yet she is known as only those two things to ‘keep women in their roles’.

According to Sarah McDavitt Woods, the Virgin Mary was Raped when she conceived Jesus. Her reasons are that Mary was too young and because it was God she would have felt obliged to consent. However this is extreme Feminist Views. The Virgin Mary gave her consent. It shows that rather than looking at the Message of the Bible, both Christianity and radical Feminists focus on the parts of the Virgin Mary that result in the Message being lost. 

The only way of stopping these issues of inequality is by going back to the original texts and focusing on what is truly meant rather than what is mistranslates. According to the Institute of Religious Research, the Bible has been translated into over 450 languages and the New Testament into over 1,600 languages. Therefore, there is bound to be mistranslation and with a book that has the oldest text being around 2,700 years old, according to Big Think, there is going to be mistranslations and misinterpretations and going back to the original text’s would reduce the chances of Mistranslation, misinterpretation and even manipulation of the Bible. This idea takes away the focus of the faith and the Bible. Daniel McCoy said that if you give everyone their own bible everyone would have a different view and some would have unbiblical interpretations and those unbiblical interpretations would be taught to many other people. Dr Heyward responded that he could see this throughout the scripture. 

It raises so many Questions that if Christianity is Misinterpreting the bible on the role of women then what other things are Misinterpreted. It brings into question same-sex Marriages, Euthanasia and so many other issues. Fundamentalist Christians would focus on the bible and see it as the literal word of God, according to Victorious. According to the Patheos, Liberal Christians do not focus on the Bible entirely, it is more towards using reason. The Bible is a guide rather than to be taken literal. This has created a Divide within Christianity for Centuries. The issue within the church is Eisegesis. Eisegesis, according to Church leadership, is forcing an opinion on the bible and using a bible verse to back your view when it does not mean directly back the point made. This is dangerous and is a contribution to why there are so many mistranslations of the bible. Exegesis, according to the Marquette University, is the Process of careful and analytical study of biblical passages. Unlike the Eisegesis, Exegesis reduces the chance of mistranslation as the context of the passage is understood. As well Exegesis recommends reading the original or earliest form of the text to understand a deeper meaning and reducing the chance of mistranslation and all other issues mentioned previously. 

Therefore, the solution is already made it is just that Christians choose to ignore the solution and because of the Hierarchy that is made in Christianity they follow what the people in charge say. This issue is not a modern conception but one that has been happening since the creation of Christianity as a Global Religion, therefore it is harder to change because of how embedded it is within the religion. According to Graham Nicholls, Christian Authorities are becoming more silent in a world where they need to be more confident and speak out against unbiblical statements. If Religious authorities speak out then it will make a bigger impact and could reduce the unbiblical ideas. In a similar way if they speak out against the ideas of Eve and the Virgin Mary then Gender Equality will improve within the Christian faith. By doing this it could lead Christianity back to the original messages given by God as it is their duty to teach the biblical teachings in their purest form. 

By looking at the Bible we can see that the biblical teachings are relevant today but because of Christianity choosing to interpret the bible for centuries then the relevance of the bible is ignored because of the conservative and old-fashioned ideas. This means that the number of followers in Christianity going down because they believe that the religion is too old fashioned but when looking at the original texts then the messages are more relevant and can benefit feminism and other areas of Equality. Therefore, by going back to the original texts it benefits Christianity and society as a whole as it reduces the chance of radical and extremist groups being created as they have no biblical misinterpretations as support. This solves so many issues within the world but because of mistranslation these issues cannot be solved. 

Lifeway research shows 10 ways in which the Bible can be mistreated. Most of them are issues in which Human beings can change quickly and easily by looking at the original Texts to see the contexts and also by using external resources to help understand. According to Linked in, the Message of God is still relevant to today. But e360bible recognises that the Bible might not be full history but is a part of history. The bible was written in a different period and to an audience that understand different to todays society. Therefore it shouldn’t be taken as literal.

In conclusion, the Story of Eve and the Virgin Mary had been misinterpreted and possibly manipulated for personal and religious gain and this shows how the bible as a whole can be mistranslated by using Eisegesis to prove points and as this has been going on for Centuries many original messages have been lost and the only way to regain the true message is to return to the original or earliest texts. 
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