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Locating archives, finding archival material related to a topic of research and determining the material’s value towards that topic of research is vital for medieval studies. For the topic of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, a list of manuscripts, their locations, and their probable significance to study follows. 
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales (d. 1282), was the second son of Gruffudd ap Llywelyn and the grandson of Llywelyn ap Iorwerth (Llywelyn the Great), Prince of Gwynedd. He was the last native Welsh Prince of Wales prior to the establishment of English rule in Wales after the conquest of Edward I of England.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ‘‘LLYWELYN Ap GRUFFYDD (“Llywelyn the Last,” or Llywelyn II), Prince of Wales (Died 1282) | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’ <https://biography.wales/article/s-LLYW-APG-1200> [accessed 23 October 2024].] 

His father Gruffud ap Llywelyn was born out of wedlock, and his grandfather’s kingdom passed to his uncle Dafydd ap Llywelyn (Dafydd II). When Dafydd II died without heir in 1246, Llywelyn and his older brother Owain made peace with King Henry III of England through the Treaty of Woodstock, giving up lands east of the River Conwy.[footnoteRef:2] For eight years, they shared power until Owain allied with their younger brother Dafydd to dispute Llywelyn’s inheritance. Llywelyn defeated both brothers at Bryn Derwin, Gwynedd in 1255.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  ‘Treaty of Woodstock’, Oxford Reference, doi:10.1093/oi/authority.20110803124654301.]  [3:  ‘Dafydd Ap Gruffydd’, Oxford Reference, doi:10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095657617.] 

Llywelyn moved to expand his Welsh territory through military conquest and in 1258 received the homage of other Welsh princes and declared himself Prince of Wales. Llywelyn was recognized as the Prince of Wales by King Henry III through the Treaty of Montgomery in 1267, which required Llywelyn to recognize Henry III as his overlord.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  ‘LLYWELYN Ap GRUFFYDD (“Llywelyn the Last,” or Llywelyn II), Prince of Wales (Died 1282) | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’.] 

Llywelyn worked to consolidate his power and control his Welsh subjects but his ruthlessness was met with Welsh hostility. In 1273, he ceased meeting the obligations of the Treaty of Montgomery, challenging the authority of the English Crown and King Edward I. Edward I responded with military action, gaining victories and forcing Llywelyn to concede much of his territory through the Treaty of Aberconwy in 1277. After the treaty, Llywelyn’s territory was confined to Gwynedd west of Conwy.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  ‘LLYWELYN Ap GRUFFYDD (“Llywelyn the Last,” or Llywelyn II), Prince of Wales (Died 1282) | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’.] 

In 1272, military rebellion against England was initiated not by Llywelyn but by his brother Dafydd. Llywelyn supported the rebellion, but was killed in the Builth region in 1282. His death brought native Welsh rule to an end.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  ‘Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd (d. 1282), Prince of Wales’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/16875.] 

To find resource material on Llywelyn ap Gruffud, the initial sources are the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and the Dictionary of Welsh Biography. Both contain primary and secondary references in their listed sources.
The National Library of Wales (NLW) has many medieval Welsh manuscripts in its catalogue of archival material. Brut y Tywysogion (Peniarth 20) or The Chronicle of the Welsh Princes is one of the manuscripts, a Welsh translation of a lost Latin work: Cronica Principium Wallie. The original literary work is based on church and monastery annals. The manuscript begins with death of Cadwaladr Fendigaid in 682 and ends with the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffud in 1282. The manuscript is believed to be the work of a Welshman and originally created at Strat Florida in Ceredigion, as it contains many references to that location. Believed to be written in the early 14th century, it is a good source for this period in Wales.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  ‘Chronicle of the Princes - National Library of Wales’ <https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/chronicle-of-the-princes/> [accessed 24 October 2024].] 

The NWL also hold the Hendregaredd Manuscript (MS 6680B), containing works of the poets of the Welsh princes. The manuscript is also believed to be created at Strata Florida, sometime after 1282, as it includes elegies on the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd by Bleddyn Fardd (c. 1258-1284), which provides contemporary insight into a cultural view of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  ‘Hendregadredd Manuscript - National Library of Wales’ <https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/darganfod-dysgu/arddangosfeydd-arlein/llawysgrifau/yr-oesoedd-canol/llawysgrif-hendregadredd> [accessed 24 November 2024].] 

The British Library holds the The Hagnaby Chronicle (Cotton MS Vespasian B XI), a late 13th/ early 14th century manuscript from Hagnaby Abbey in Lincolnshire, which describes King Edward I wars against the Welsh and includes records which mention Llywelyn ap Gruffud directly. 
The National Archives (NA) holds several petitions from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd in their special collections.  SC 8/196/9770 (c. 1276- c. 1281) is a petition to the King of England requesting Welsh law be used to settle matters between himself and the Oswestry Hundred in Shropshire.  SC 8/12/6000 (c1276-1277) contains eight petitions to the King, with various requests for justice in restoring land, persons and goods. Both documents are invaluable as they originate from Llywelyn ap Gruffudd himself. 
The Lambeth Palace Library (LPL) contains archbishop records, including the Register of John Peckham (1279-1292). The documents include accounts of Peckham’s trips to Wales to foster peace between ap Gruffudd and the King of England and a short account of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd’s death. It is a valuable resource as it’s a contemporary first-person account.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  ‘Item of Interest: A Mediaeval “Whodunnit” – the Death of Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd’, A Monument of Fame, 2018 <https://monumentoffame.org/2018/01/29/item-of-interest-a-mediaeval-whodunnit-the-death-of-llywelyn-ap-gruffudd/> [accessed 24 November 2024].] 

LPL also holds many manuscripts collected by the Church of England. St. Alban’s Chronicle (MS 6) is an illustrated manuscript (c. late 15th century) with an image depicting and English text recounting the death of Llywelyn ap Gruffud. The image reflects the manor of death as described by contemporary sources, and is included under ‘visual material’.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  ‘Item of Interest’.] 


Archival material
Aberystwyth
The National Library of Wales
Peniarth MS 20[footnoteRef:11] [11:  ‘Chronicle of the Princes - National Library of Wales’.] 

MS 6680B[footnoteRef:12] [12:  ‘Hendregadredd Manuscript - National Library of Wales’.] 

London
The British Library
MS Harley 3725[footnoteRef:13] [13:  David Stephenson, The Aberconwy Chronicle, Kathleen Hughes Memorial Lectures, 2 (Hughes Hall and Department of Anglo-Saxon, Norse, and Celtic, 2002). NOTE: This MS is referenced in this publication, but access online is not available through the British Library website.] 

Cotton MS Vespasian B XI[footnoteRef:14] [14:  ‘Cotton MS Vespasian B Xi’, The British Library <https://iiif.bl.uk/uv/#?manifest=https://bl.digirati.io/iiif/ark:/81055/vdc_100064365827.0x000001> [accessed 24 November 2024].] 

The National Archives
SC 8/196/9770[footnoteRef:15] [15:  ‘Petitioners: Llywelyn ap Griffin (ap Gruffudd) de Bromfeld (Bromfield). Name(s): ...’, 1276, The National Archives, Kew, SC 8/196/9770.] 

SC 8/120/6000[footnoteRef:16] [16:  ‘Petitioners: Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales. Name(s): ap Gruffudd, Prince...’, 1276, The National Archives, Kew, SC 8/120/6000.] 

The Lambeth Palace Library
Register of John Peckham[footnoteRef:17] [17:  John Peckham, ‘Title: Register of John Peckham’ <https://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet/detail/LPLIBLPL~31~31~177696~127965> [accessed 24 November 2024].] 


Visual material
London
The Lambeth Palace Library
Lambeth Palace Library MS 6[footnoteRef:18] [18:  ‘CalmView: Overview’ <https://archives.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=MSS%2f6&pos=16> [accessed 24 October 2024].] 


Identifying and locating archival material takes time and patience. Bibliographies contain references to known manuscripts, petitions and other primary sources, and the list above is not exhaustive of what is available online. There are most likely undiscovered sources in both public and private archives as well. Future archival searches on this topic would include more time searching through bibliography and on-line databases, in-person research at the locations listed above, as well as inquires to less well-known ecclesiastic and private archives to search for unexplored material.  






Bibliography
‘CalmView: Overview’ <https://archives.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=MSS%2f6&pos=16> [accessed 24 October 2024]
‘Chronicle of the Princes - National Library of Wales’ <https://www.library.wales/discover-learn/digital-exhibitions/manuscripts/the-middle-ages/chronicle-of-the-princes/> [accessed 24 October 2024]
‘Cotton MS Vespian B Xi’, The British Library <https://iiif.bl.uk/uv/#?manifest=https://bl.digirati.io/iiif/ark:/81055/vdc_100064365827.0x000001> [accessed 24 November 2024]
‘Dafydd Ap Gruffydd’, Oxford Reference, doi:10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095657617
‘Hendregadredd Manuscript - National Library of Wales’ <https://www.llyfrgell.cymru/darganfod-dysgu/arddangosfeydd-arlein/llawysgrifau/yr-oesoedd-canol/llawysgrif-hendregadredd> [accessed 24 November 2024]
‘Item of Interest: A Mediaeval “Whodunnit” – the Death of Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd’, A Monument of Fame, 2018 <https://monumentoffame.org/2018/01/29/item-of-interest-a-mediaeval-whodunnit-the-death-of-llywelyn-ap-gruffudd/> [accessed 24 November 2024]
‘Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd (d. 1282), Prince of Wales’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/16875
‘LLYWELYN Ap GRUFFYDD (“Llywelyn the Last,” or Llywelyn II), Prince of Wales (Died 1282) | Dictionary of Welsh Biography’ <https://biography.wales/article/s-LLYW-APG-1200> [accessed 23 October 2024]
Peckham, John, ‘Title: Register of John Peckham’ <https://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet/detail/LPLIBLPL~31~31~177696~127965> [accessed 24 November 2024]
‘Petitioners: Llywelyn ap Griffin (ap Gruffudd) de Bromfeld (Bromfield). Name(s): ...’, 1276, The National Archives, Kew, SC 8/196/9770
‘Petitioners: Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales. Name(s): ap Gruffudd, Prince...’, 1276, The National Archives, Kew, SC 8/120/6000
Stephenson, David, ‘New Light on a Dark Deed: The Death of Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales’, Archaeologia Cambrensis, 166 (2017), pp. 243–52
———, The Aberconwy Chronicle, Kathleen Hughes Memorial Lectures, 2 (Hughes Hall and Department of Anglo-Saxon, Norse, and Celtic, 2002)
‘Treaty of Woodstock’, Oxford Reference, doi:10.1093/oi/authority.20110803124654301




