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Part One Group presentation script

As Curriculum Lead within our Flying Start childcare setting my role in preparing for
inspection is to ensure that our Welsh Curriculum (2022) delivers high quality
outcomes for children and fully aligns with the expectations of the Care and Social
Services Inspectorate Wales (2016) and the Self-Assessment of Service Statement
[hereafter SASS]. Our curriculum is informed by the Welsh Government (2022) and
the Curriculum for Wales and is further shaped by key policy drivers that include
UNICEF (2019) and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
[hereafter UNCRC].

In preparation for the upcoming inspection my role is to show that our
Curriculum is not only implemented in our setting but is also regularly reviewed and
improved. | need to make sure our practice meets the requirements of SASS (2016),
the CIW (2025) framework and National Minimum Standards (Welsh Government,
2025). | also need to clearly evidence high-quality provision across the four
inspection themes. We must evidence how the curriculum supports children’s rights,
development and well-being in line with the National Minimum Standards (Welsh
Government, 2025) which set clear expectations for quality of care, leadership and
the overall experiences of children in our setting. Our approach ensures that policies,
planning and daily practice are consistently evaluated against these standards, with
improvements made where necessary to maintain high-quality provision. CIW (2025)
highlights that inspection preparation should not be left until the last minute. Instead,
it should be an ongoing process of reflection, evaluation and collecting evidence.
SASS (2016) supports this by requiring us to explain what we do, why we do it and
how it benefits the children while linking our work to the four inspection areas. This
approach aligns with the Curriculum for Wales (2022) which aims to promote
reflective and responsive practice to ensure children receive high-quality care and

meaningful learning experiences.

Within our Flying Start provision the Curriculum is intentionally play-based and
child-centred which focuses on early communication and emotional development.
However, rather than simply implementing play-based learning, it is essential that we
critically consider how effective this approach is and how it supports developmental

outcomes for the children in our setting. SASS (2016) helps us do this by requiring
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us to reflect on our practice. We currently follow these guidelines to help us evaluate
the impact of our play-based approach by gathering evidence through observations
and make improvements where necessary. The environment in our setting is
recognised as an integral part of the curriculum and is central to the environment
area within the CIW (2025). It plays a vital role in supporting children’s learning and
development through meaningful, play-based experiences. We ensure that the
environment is carefully planned, regularly reviewed and adapted to reflect
curriculum principles. SASS (2016) underlines that high-quality provision depends on
regular reflection and evaluation, asking us to consider not only what we provide, but
how it impacts children’s learning, well-being, and development. By using SASS to
guide our review process, we can ensure the environment consistently supports
children’s needs and contributes to continuous improvement in all areas of the

setting.

A key component of SASS (2016) is demonstrating that our setting actively
evaluates the effectiveness of its provision through stakeholder feedback. Within our
Flying Start setting feedback is gathered from a range of stakeholders including
parents and carers, children and staff. Parents and carers contribute through termly
questionnaires, informal discussions at drop-off and collection times and participation
in parent engagement events. However, as noted by Murphy (2023), there are
challenges in collecting parent feedback. Some parents may find questionnaires
difficult to understand, which can lead to low response rates and, as a result, less
reliable findings. In this setting, we have all noted that parents can be reluctant to
engage in conversations during drop-off. This can limit both the quantity and depth of
feedback gathered, highlighting the importance of developing more accessible and

effective methods of communication.

Feedback from questionnaires gathered for last term and discussions with
parents showed that some families did not fully understand the play-based approach
of the Curriculum for Wales (2022). In response, we decided to introduce learning
displays and created opportunities for parents to visit the setting and observe their
children learning through play. This responsive approach demonstrates how
stakeholder feedback is actively used to inform and improve practice, supporting
effective leadership and management. It also contributes to raising the quality of

provision in early years settings by strengthening parent partnerships and promoting
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a shared understanding of how children learn and develop, in line with guidance from
the Welsh Government (2022).

In our setting, another way we ensure quality is by gathering children’s views
by carefully observing their interests and choices, ensuring we are emotionally
available and able to support them. This approach is strongly guided by SASS
(2016), which emphasises that high-quality provision requires us to not only plan and
implement activities but also to reflect on how they meet children’s needs. By
following this self assessment we ensure that our practice is not only responsive to
children’s voices but also continually evaluated and improved to help us drive better

quality outcomes across the setting.

As a setting we aim for families to become actively involved in their children’s
learning experiences, strengthening connections between home and setting and
ensuring learning is meaningful and relevant and we currently do this with reflective
team discussions to support continuous improvement. This practice aligns closely
with guidance from CIW (2025) which emphasises that the quality of a setting is
reflected in children’s sense of belonging and overall well-being. It also reflects the
principles of the UNICEF (2019) UNCRC, particularly Article 3, which states that the

best interests of the child must always be a priority.

Our team already delivers a high quality provision that follows the Curriculum
for Wales (2022) and meets all regulations. We are excellent at putting children’s
well-being, development and rights first. Moving forward in preparation for the
inspection we will keep our practice consistent, record our evidence clearly and work

together to improve quality.

Thank you
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