Ethical Stances: A Comparative Overview
Deontology
· Definition: Deontology is an ethical theory that emphasizes the importance of rules and duties. Actions are considered morally right if they adhere to established rules or duties, regardless of the consequences.
· Key Principle: Duty-based ethics.
· Example: Telling the truth is always right, even if it leads to negative outcomes.
Kantianism
· Definition: A subset of deontological ethics, Kantianism is based on the philosophy of Immanuel Kant. It focuses on the intention behind actions rather than the consequences.
· Key Principle: The Categorical Imperative, which states that one should act only according to maxims that can be universally applied.
· Example: One should never lie, as lying cannot be universally accepted as a moral law.
Utilitarianism
· Definition: Utilitarianism is a consequentialist theory that evaluates the morality of actions based on their outcomes. The right action is the one that maximizes overall happiness or utility.
· Key Principle: The greatest happiness principle.
· Example: Sacrificing one person to save many others is considered morally right if it results in the greatest overall happiness.
Teleological Ethics
· Definition: Teleological ethics, also known as consequentialism, assesses the morality of actions based on their outcomes or goals. It is broader than utilitarianism and includes various theories that focus on the ends rather than the means.
· Key Principle: The end justifies the means.
· Example: Any action that leads to a positive outcome is considered morally acceptable, regardless of the nature of the action itself.

