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The purpose of this report is to evaluate the impact of Virtual Learning Environments (VLEs) in the academic world.  There is a growing range of developing VLEs as they have been promoted as a platform for distant and international education. Students may use computer-based learning system to conduct a wide variety of projects. According to Marileena et al. (2005) VLEs are more powerful more productive and more rewarding than the traditional learning environment. In fact, VLEs are becoming extremely vital when educational activities can not be performed in real life, for instance, due to an existence hazard, a great example would be COVID-19. Due to COVID-19, face to face education have moved to the online platforms, academic institutions including University of Wales Trinity Saint David have been depending on VLEs such as Moodle and Microsoft Teams to continue delivering teaching, allowing students to continue with their studies. 
[bookmark: _Toc39888258]Background

Regarding the internet evolution throughout the early 1990s, countless new technologies and devices have been created to make good use of its advantages. After 1990s, the VLEs have been developed with goal of facilitating academic practises around the internet (Posey et al., n.d.). The growth of computer technology and multimedia, including the use of the internet as a modern educational tool have allowed fundamental improvements to the standard teaching method (Wang et al. 2003). Yang and Arjomand (1999) argue that the growth of computer technology has contributed many options for current education.
Virtual Learning environment is a range of education and learning resources intended to improve student’s performance and experience by using modern technology in the educational process. Virtual Learning Environments is important because it is a social platform that offers students with exposure to an educational environment in which they can ask questions, discuss opportunities, concepts and interact in a challenge that will encourage them to improve their intellectual level. It allows students a significant exposure to learning opportunities from any place, at any time, through a wide variation of devices. Additionally, it enables teachers to build opportunities efficiently with no requirement to learn computer expertise. The key goal of VLE is to improve independent learning in education (HEA and JISC, 2009). 
According to Arkorful and Abaidoo’s (2014) research, the use of virtual learning in education particularly in institutions of higher education, has a range of opportunities and improvements, and virtual learning is recognised to be one of the best approaches in learning. Many researches and academics have presented opportunities and improvements resulting from the use of virtual learning technology in education. (Hameed, Badii, and Cullen, 2008; Klein and Ware, 2003; Marc, 2001).
Many researches show opportunities from virtual learning as its ability to concentrate on the students needs. Marc (2002) for instance, in his review of the book on “E-learning Strategies for Delivering Knowledge in Digital Age”, stated that one of the opportunities of e-learning in academic life are that it represents the interests of students as a core factor in the system of schooling rather than the interests of teachers or educational institutions. The opportunities identified from the literature study of the use of virtual learning in education are: The flexibility when time and location problems are accounted for. As per Smedley (2010), the use of virtual learning offers education facilities as well as their students, a great deal of flexibility in terms of location and time of teaching and studying; VLEs take into account the variations between and different students. For example, some students tend to focus on few aspects of the program, while others willing to study the program as a whole; VLE is practical when it comes to cost given that students are not expected to travel; Additionally, it is practical in terms of extending learning opportunities for many students who physically do not need the large numbers of educational institutions; The use of VLE allows self-training. For example, the asynchronous approach encourages each user to learn at their own level and speed. This then promotes enjoyment and reduces tension (Klein and Ware, 2003; Marc, 2001); Also, VLE increases the effectiveness of expertise and skills by easy exposure to a large range of content. 
Virtual Learning Environment, given the benefits it receives when it comes to school, still has certain improvements. Research prove that VLE has some drawbacks (Hameed, Badii and Cullen, 2008; Klein and Ware, 2003; Marc, 2001; Dowling, Godfrey and Gyles, 2003).  For instance, despite arguments that virtual learning will strengthening the standards of education, Dowling, Godfrey and Gyles (2003) suggest that making education resources accessible electronically leads to better learning outcomes only for limited types of mutual evaluation. The main marked critique of the virtual learning environment is the complete loss of useful personal experience, not just among teachers and students but also with peer students. The improvements of VLEs identified by the researches are the following:  VLE as a form of education means that students are exposed to isolation, remoteness and loss of contact or interaction. It then needs a firm motivation as well as the ability to control time to reduce these results; Virtual learning can be manipulated by plagiarism and fraud, inclined to poor search skills, and also ease of copying and pasting; The VLEs methods cannot be used in education in all fields or disciplines. For example, strictly academic areas even functional ones cannot be adequately explored by virtual learning. Studies have concluded that virtual learning is more suitable in Social Sciences and Humanities than in fields such as medical science and pharmacy where practical skills need to be developed; When it involves developing the communication skills of the students, virtual learning environment as an approach can have a detrimental impact. The students, although They may have outstanding theoretical expertise may not have the skills required to deliver their studied expertise to others; VLEs can also cause confusion or intensive usage of certain websites. It may lead to unintended risks both in terms of time and researches drawbacks. (Hameed, Badii and Cullen, 2008; Klein and Ware, 2003; Marc, 2001). 
Khan (2005) stated that the impacts on virtual learning environment on academic beliefs are assured. The reason for this is because VLEs are inclusive, and it is a safe way to have fair exposure to the information world regardless of the location of the students along with their background, age or race. Since the teachers are no longer primary source of information students are often encouraged to rely on themselves. VLEs also helps to prepare society for online contact an interaction with others.

[bookmark: _Toc39888259]Aims and Objectives

[bookmark: _Toc39888260]Aims
· Improve knowledge in primary research methods  
· Improve Excel skills 
· Gain a better understanding of Virtual Learning Environment and its impacts on the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 
[bookmark: _Toc39888261]Objectives
· A large range of researches and reading were carried out to have a guidance on how to conduct a primary research.
· A lecture on how to use an Excel will be provided.
· I will carry out a primary and secondary research on Virtual Learning Environment to gain a better understanding and its impact on students.

[bookmark: _Toc39888262]Method

A secondary research was applied in order to gain the basic understanding of Virtual Learning Environment. This includes the background history of VLEs, it's importance, the opportunities and improvements and its impact on university students. In order to further understand the effect of e-learning on university students, a primary research has been carried out and survey method was used. The survey was emailed to the student of University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The study focusses on the perception of student satisfaction with the general experience with the university’s virtual learning – Moodle. 
The construction of the survey was done with the help of SurveyMonkey.com. Its structure is divided into four parts with a total of eleven questions with answers such as 1 to 10, Extremely satisfied to Not at all satisfied, Never to Always and Extremely well to Not at all well. The survey was sent to 10 students of different backgrounds ethics, culture and age range.   
[bookmark: _Toc39888263]Survey Questions
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Figure 1 Graphic and Table for Questions 1-3
According to the graphic and the table above students are very likely to continue using the university’s Moodle in the next few months.


Figure 2 Graphic and Table for Questions 4-6
As it is shown on figure 2, 20% of the ten students selected are somewhat satisfied with the Moodle ease of use as well as there are another 20% that are very satisfied.

 
Figure 3 Graphic and Table for Questions 7-9
Figure 3 shows that only 10% of the students don’t use Moodle to check general information about the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.


Figure 4 Graphic and Table for Questions 10 and 11
As indicated in the graphic and table above, the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David are extremely satisfied with how the Moodle meets their needs.


[bookmark: _Toc39888265]Discussion

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the impact of VLE – Moodle – on the students of the University of Wales Trinity saint David. 
From this study, it has been shown that students are pleased with virtual learning. Admittedly, learners will continue to choose Moodle to be part of their learning. This might be because they feel secure with it, since they are required to login with a password and ID, but mostly because they can trust its reliability and efficiency. This survey further reveals that’s students quite often use Moodle, both to study and to check for information as they have easy access to large sources with online library – UWTSD Library. In fact, it has also shown to meet student’s needs, therefore they likely feel in control of their education.
Notably, students have not shown any negative feedback on the university’s Moodle, although this study should not be generalized by all students on campus since this research was only aimed at a few of them. Yet it is safe to say that most students are very satisfied with have Virtual Learning Environment merged with traditional education. 
[bookmark: _Toc39888266]Conclusion

Virtual Learning Environment includes the use of interactive training and educational resources. It enables use of technical resource to allow students to study at any time at any location. 
In conclusion, this study can demonstrate that VLE has an effective impact on students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David as they are adapting it into their academic life giving them control of their learning. Despite of all possible disadvantage, students, teachers and staff should embrace Virtual Learning Environment.
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Questions 1-3

Q1	1 to 2 (Vey Low)	3 to 4	5 to 6	7  to 8	9 to 10 (very High)	1	3	4	0	2	Q2	1 to 2 (Vey Low)	3 to 4	5 to 6	7  to 8	9 to 10 (very High)	0	0	0	1	9	Q3	1 to 2 (Vey Low)	3 to 4	5 to 6	7  to 8	9 to 10 (very High)	0	0	3	2	5	Answers


Number of People





Questions 4-6

Q4	
Not at all Satisfied	Not so satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Very satisfied	Extremely satisfied	0	0	1	6	3	Q5	
Not at all Satisfied	Not so satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Very satisfied	Extremely satisfied	0	0	0	2	8	Q6	
Not at all Satisfied	Not so satisfied	Somewhat satisfied	Very satisfied	Extremely satisfied	0	0	2	2	6	Answers


Number of People





Questions 7-9

Never	Q7	Q8	Q9	0	0	1	Rarely	Q7	Q8	Q9	0	0	2	Sometimes	Q7	Q8	Q9	3	2	3	Often	Q7	Q8	Q9	2	3	2	Always	Q7	Q8	Q9	5	5	2	AnswerS


Number of people





Questions 10 and 11

Q10	Extremely well	Very well	Not so well	Not well at all	8	2	0	0	Q11	Extremely well	Very well	Not so well	Not well at all	7	3	0	0	
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A secondary research was applied in order to gain the basic understanding of Virtual
Learning Environment. This includes the background history of VLES, it's importance,
the opportunities and improvements and its impact on university students. In order to
further understand the effect of e-learning on university students, a primary research
has been carried out and survey method was used. The survey was emailed to the
student of University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The aim of the study is to get a
perception of how satisfied students are with the general experience with the
university's virtual learning — Moodle

The construction of the survey was done with the help of SurveyMonkey.com. Its
structure is divided into four parts with a total of eleven questions with answers such
as 1 to 10, Extremely satisfied to Not at all satisfied, Never to Always and Extremely
well to Not at all well. The survey was sent to 10 students of different backgrounds
ethics, culture and age range.
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A secondary research was applied in order to gain the basic understanding of Virtual
Learning Environment. This includes the background history of VLES, it's importance,
the opportunities and improvements and its impact on university students. In order to
further understand the effect of e-learning on university students, a primary research
has been carried out and survey method was used. The survey was emailed to the
student of University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The aim of the study is to get a
perception of how satisfied students are with the general experience with the
university's virtual learning — Moodle

The construction of the survey was done with the help of SurveyMonkey.com. Its
structure is divided into four parts with a total of eleven questions with answers such
as 1 to 10, Extremely satisfied to Not at all satisfied, Never to Always and Extremely
well to Not at all well. The survey was sent to 10 students of different backgrounds
ethics, culture and age range.
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