Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection

Task 1:
I have chosen to read a story to my class which consists of twenty-six year one pupils, aged five to six.  My personal learning target is to deliver a welsh story to the class, demonstrating my knowledge and pronunciation of the Welsh language.  I have set a target of imitation for the children where they will be using hand actions to develop their fine motor and concentration skills.  The learning intention for the story is for children to develop their Welsh vocabulary by learning unfamiliar words, showing the continuous use of Y Curriculum Cymreig.  The book I have chosen to read is ‘Tedi Twt a Doli Glwt yn yr Ardd’.  The book has previous links with the children’s learning as each term they choose a new ‘Tedi Twt a Doli Glwt’ book to read.  It fits in perfectly with the spring season as it is based in the garden.  I will develop children’s welsh vocabulary by completing activities and a minibeast hunt on the book to familiarise them with the phrases.  The learning objective of “Can I use Pie Corbett style to go alongside the story of Tedi Twt a Doli Glwt Yn Yr Ardd?” supports the learning intention as the children have never read the book before so will be faced with new words and phrases.  I will then be able to recognise if children have met the success criteria by listening to their pronunciation and vocabulary that will be used to answer questions on the carpet.  This task links to the Foundation Phase Curriculum as it requires children to be able to “talk/communicate for a variety of purposes including joining in with simple rhymes and stories” (2015, p.37).  Welsh phrases such as ‘ble mae’r Tedi Twt?’ will be reinforced so the children are used to hearing them being repeated.  


Task 2:

https://youtu.be/--zHSyybWIw 

Task 3:
Initially, I felt nervous to read the book as I am not fluent in Welsh, but I know how important and vital the Welsh Language is throughout education.  Donaldson (2015, p.15) states that there is a “firm commitment to the Welsh Language and bilingualism” therefore, I was anxious about my pronunciation and wanted to make sure it was accurate.  
Consequently, I chose a simpler book that was appropriate for the class as I knew pronunciation isn’t my strongest aspect of the Welsh language.  This, however, was a disappointing element of my learning as I couldn’t pronounce two words.  Reflecting on this, I should have clarified with my teacher to ensure I provided the best language possible.
An aspect of the lesson that went well was that children learnt new vocabulary and really enjoyed demonstrating the hand actions that went alongside it.  Steiner demonstrates that children learn words and actions through the use of imitation.  “He learns by doing what he sees being done around him” (1921, p.19).  Therefore, children were engaged by using visual prompts to help them remember the meaning of the words.  This is an element of scaffolding (Vygotsky 1978) and ‘Pie Corbett’ style reading.  I felt confident using this vocabulary as I read the book multiple times before presenting it as I wanted to ensure my teacher subject knowledge was excellent.  Coe et al (2014) found that student outcomes are strongly dependent on teachers’ subject knowledge and their understanding, so I wanted to give children the best session possible to improve their Welsh vocabulary.  During the minibeast hunt, children were excited to shout out the creatures they found.  They were required to shout out each creature in Welsh, then translating to English.  This was positively praised in my observation by my university mentor.  Another favourable feature of my lesson was that all children were happy to answer all questions, where there were lots of hands up in the class.  I used phrases such as ‘dwylo i fyny’ and ‘dim siarad’ to show good subject knowledge and use of the Welsh language.  I further used praises such as ‘well done’ to commend children on their efforts.  Skinner (1948) calls this positive reinforcement.  On the other hand, these phrases could have been vocalised in Welsh.  Looking back at the video, I am really disappointed that I didn’t say ‘Da iawn’ as I used this phrase daily in the classroom.  A further disappointing element of learning was that I didn’t use the whiteboard to write down any questions or demonstrate any written Welsh to my children whilst reading the book.  Additionally, some children found it difficult to sit still on the carpet and struggled to say phrases.  However, the use of the interactive whiteboard was a positive as it allowed children to stay engaged and focused on the book, as they had a large visual representation of each page, where all children had a clear view of it.  

The planned differentiation met the learners needs as I targeted different questions appropriately to each learner, and the activities following on from the book were differentiated according to abilities groups.  This enabled children to meet their sweet spot of learning, shown by Vygotsky (1978).  Learners engaged the way they did as they were learning through play; using hand gestures to enthusiastically read each page.  

To ensure an effective teaching and learning environment in the future, there are a number of things that I would keep the same but there are factors that could also be improved.  I would continue with reading to the whole class as I thought it was an effective way for children to learn altogether.  If I was to use group work, it would be disruptive and distracting to the children who aren’t on the carpet due to the book being read off the whiteboard where there are sounds.  Working as a whole class also allows children to confer with their friends, which is a good pedagogical method.  Social constructivists believe that children work best through interaction with other students.  Another thing I would keep the same is the positions of children on the carpet.  The Foundation Phase is centered around work through play but also a lot of time is spent on the carpet.  The children in my class were positioned in a specific spot that they had to sit on every day.  This caused less arguments and fuss, so I would carry this over to further teaching so children are sat in a spot where they will learn best and be more engaged.  

The most disappointing elements overall were incorrect pronunciation and the lack of praising in Welsh.  The cause of this was due to minor errors with planning and preparation for the session.  I should have clarified unfamiliar words with either a university lecturer, or my class teacher to ensure I was using the vocabulary effectively.  Estyn state that if a teacher lacks knowledge in pronunciation of the language, then “children can learn to speak or pronounce incorrectly” (2013 p9).    I could have further researched how to get children to interact with the book whilst using written Welsh alongside it which would have met further criteria of this assignment.   The children completed written Welsh tasks after the reading of the book which they thoroughly enjoyed, but it was disappointing not to have included it within the proposed activity.  
A possible solution to the pronunciation error would be to take more time to listen to the audio book, as I would be able to hear the correct pronunciation of vocabulary that I am unsure on.  Pronunciation is a very important element in the Foundation phase as it has been found that “Welsh pronunciation develops very early” (Scgalia, p.37). This will be taken into consideration for any future reading, to ensure I am fully confident in all aspects of the Welsh language that I am teaching so I can pass this knowledge onto pupils.  

I will now be taking further steps to improve my fluency in Welsh to certify I am competent in what I am teaching.  To do this, I will read more Welsh language books appropriate for myself and children aged 3-10 so I am aware of a wider range of vocabulary.  This will enable me to act as a More Knowledgeable other (Bruner, 1961) which I already pursued elements of within my story reading.  My general knowledge of the Welsh Language is excellent, but to further myself oral skills, I will listen to pronunciation of the alphabet which can then help me to pronounce any tricky words.  The final step I will then be taking is to find other suitable books to read with children which will be more challenging for them but still achievable, as in my school I only focused on Tedi Twt.  This will allow the children to meet the requirements of using “correct pronunciation and appropriate intonation” (DCELLS, 2008, P.9)

Reflecting back on the video, I am really happy with the way I presented myself to the class and transferred my Welsh language skills to the children.  I was pleased that all children met the success criteria and were eager to answer questions related to vocabulary as shown in the video.  Donaldson (2015, p.15) states that “the Foundation Phase, the Welsh language and bilingualism” are the best things about education in Wales.  
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