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Assignment Title:  
Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle. 
	Targets
	How I included in this assignment 

	Aim to link all of your critical conclusions back to relevant reading.
	In my conclusion and assignment link back to assignment title. 

	Proofread with care to eliminate all written expression errors.
	Proofread before submitting 

	Aim to read a full selection of both professional and more academic sources.
	Include more academic literature and relevant up to date sources.  



Assignment
Throughout this assignment, the writer will be showing their understanding of each of the pedagogical principles, and how they link to the foundation learning and the learning environments to support pupils development. Each pedagogical principles implies a different meaning when it comes to the Foundation Learning. There are twelve pedagogical principles in total (HWB, 2023), but throughout this assignment it will only focus on the three of the following. The principle good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching, this can suggest that teachers should use a blended approach with teaching methods when engaging pupils  to further their knowledge (Advance HE, 2020). The principle good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. This can indicate that using natural resources around you can give pupils the experience and reality of knowledge they gain into real life situations (Teach Starter, 2024). Finally, the principle good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience. This relates to the Welsh Curriculum by meeting targets before moving onto next progression steps and targeted development skills (HWB, 2022). The writer will be expanding on their own experiences linking in with the three principles above, and how they feel their experiences relate to the pedagogical principles and how they feel it could be improved to better individuals development. 
Foundation Learning (FL) is averaged targeted age is three to seven years old in Wales. The Welsh Curriculum encourages individuals to expand on their knowledge of society and the world around them, encourage to be creative and imaginative learners. The foundation learning framework was first published in 2010, where it was used as guidance for teachers and educational professionals to develop the knowledge of their learners and to meet age appropriate milestones. It gives creative ideas on how to encourage individual learnings further and expand on previous knowledge no matter their developmental stage range. (Gov.wales, 2015). The framework is based around the holistic development of individuals and aims to improve their skills and build on previous knowledge and experiences.  When looking at foundation learning classroom and learning environments there are many ways of ensuring they are creative, imaginative, skilful, and appropriate for the learning of the pupils using it (Birth to 5 Matters, 2023) . Duffy, B, (1998, P 5) implies that involving creativity and imagination within the classroom learning environment gives the opportunity for pupils to develop a range of human potential – social interaction skills, improves their knowledge for thought, action, and communication with others, show understanding of feelings and sensibilities not just with themselves but with others, and explore their own values. 
Grigg, R, (2015, P 3) mentions key understanding about being an early years practitioner by understanding that all individuals should feel included, secure and valued, creating enabling environment for the pupils to learn in.  Donaldson, G (BERA, 2015), is a Scottish teacher who had contribution of the successful feature report, which relates to the Welsh curriculum for Wales. Donaldsons successful feature report explains in more detail about the curriculum for Wales framework. Donaldson’s successful feature document signals the vital importance of schools and their delivery of teaching for students to support their future development and careers (Gov.wales, 2015)
The first pedagogical principle, good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching, shows to promote problem solving, creativity and critical thinking. Jordan, A, et al (2008, P 7), figure 1.1 shows an understanding of how a blended learning approach can be seen in a holistic approach. It outlines the ideas, experiences and development shown in teaching to progress students learning. Having that blended learning approach is important for teachers and students as it shows new ways of learning which are linked with many cross-curricular activities into one to support pupils with their development. Field, K, (2004, P20), suggests that having the main areas of learning in the curriculum is essential, however, when combining them together can give pupils a better understanding of progressing their development, by linking theory to practice. There are also three cross-curricular areas of learning, mathematics & numeracy, literacy, language & communication, and digital competence.  By giving pupils a directed teaching approach it gives them a better understanding of the aim of the lesson and it’s key parts, such as, reading, maths, and writing. This approach is the most effective teaching approach used in schools today, as it shows clear understanding of success criteria’s and key skills pupils will learn to enhance learning. The Cannon Beach Academy (2023) shows that directed teaching allows pupils to learn at their own pace and figure out their own way of learning. By having a directed teaching approach can also be a way of acknowledging individual’s learning behaviour. Mathieson, K (2005, P19), signifies that gaining an understanding of the pupils development before and where they need to progress to supports our directed teaching approach and can indicate individuals strengths and weaknesses. When pupils are learning, there are various stages they go through and work out to be able to achieve the aims set out in the task, watching others, trying it themselves, breaking down the skills used in the activity, practicing independently. This is important when observing pupils first off as us as teachers can see where each individual learns best, and how teachers can support them through our teaching. 
The 2023/2024 Qualified Teacher Status standards (QTS), have five standards, pedagogy - paramount, leadership – allows it to spread, collaboration – helps it grow , innovation – allows it to spread, and professional learning – takes it deeper (GOV.WALES, 2024). This particular pedagogical principal links with the QTS standards, because as a directed teaching approach you cover all the aspects of the standards. Leadership is modelling the learning for the pupils. Collaboration is working together as a class, and as a team to solve the problem/learning intention. Innovation is getting the pupils to learn a new piece of information each lesson and developing their knowledge further. Professional learning is empowering the pupils to know that they can achieve their goals. Pedagogy is the assessment as monitoring and evaluating the knowledge from the pupils over time. The writer’s own experience of this pedagogical principle been used out in schools. Assessment is the process of gathering, recording, interpreting, using and reporting information about a individuals attainment and achievement in developing knowledge, skills and attitudes. Teachers model what the learning intentions are of each lesson objective to the pupils by using case studies, getting the pupils to problem solve on their own before gaining new methods to solve, such as mathematics and numeracy.  Assessment is effective when it involves early and perceptive feedback to learners so that they know what they have to do to improve and have time to make any changes. Teachers will offer feedback throughout the learning of the topic and assess them at the end to ensure they have gained the knowledge and skills to progress further. At times teachers may use videos to present a skills as pupils may learn visually. Pupils learn differently, for example, visually, auditory, read/write and kinaesthetic. By having a directed teaching approach, teachers can meet the needs of all pupils within the classroom. 
Good teaching and good learning are important in education, because as teachers, they support students academically and personally. Teachers get to understand their students on different levels and understand their strengths and weaknesses. Influencing them and modelling them through education to support their future careers. According to, Education Support (2022), they produced a survey report that showed 45% of teachers offered more support to vulnerable students and their families to better the students education. Although, teaching can have its disadvantages, as dealing with pupils behaviour within class, towards work set or other pupils within the classroom. 32% of teachers in the survey mentioned they were not prepared to be dealing with pupils behaviour as it is interruptive and time-wasting. However, the writer feels that individuals behaviour can be another sign of distress either with the schoolwork, as in needing extra support without asking, or having trouble emotionally or at home. 
The second pedagogical principle, good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. Having good teaching and learning resources can include textbooks and novels, videos, theatres and plays, and so much more. Each task set by teachers should be made clear and what is expected of the children. Ensure positive body language is made and good eye contact. Body language is a powerful tool that can enhance teaching and learning for both teachers and students by adding depth to the interaction. (Everyday Speech, 2024). Recognise when children feel accomplished but also when students need that extra support in certain tasks.
This principle relates with the four purposes of Wales from the new curriculum for Wales. The four purposes are to set common mission for teachers and learners. It’s to guide teachers and learners to make appropriate choices about curriculum content and pedagogy which are appropriate for the students within the classroom and what is suited for the needs and developmental progression for the students. Schools across Wales, use the four purposes as a set of guidance for planning resources and an evaluation tool to identify students greatest accomplishments but to also support and use appropriate tasks to guide them when they don’t feel accomplished (GOV.UK,2023). In the early years, play forms an important part in the development of mathematics and numeracy, enabling learners to solve problems, explore ideas, establish connections, and collaborate with others. Mathematic and numeracy links in with this principles as students are set tasks and then once met can move onto more challenging problems to solve. Progression in the Mathematics and Numeracy Area of Learning and Experience  involves the development of five connected and interdependent proficiencies which have no hierarchy. These are crucial considerations for schools when designing their curriculum to ensure the progression of learners, which include conceptual understanding, communication using symbols, fluency, logical reasoning, and strategic competence. Pupils need to accomplish these skills before taking next steps at more challenging work to push their development further (HWB,2020). Everyone learns in different ways, as they find it suits them best. Individuals learn by taking risks, using repetition, listening and communication with others, experiencing and exploring environments, asking and doing, using appropriate equipment, watching, coping and imitating others, mainly adults for modelling (Siren Films, 2024). Pupils also use the CPA Approach (concrete, pictorial, and abstract)  by Jerome Bruner, is an approach used in the current education of teaching in schools today to deepen and strengthen understanding of mathematics and numeracy for students (MathsNoProblem, 2024). 
This pedagogical principle mentions about using selective resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest. From the writers experience, Forest school have been a massive supporting tool for students taking outdoor resources and using them to further their knowledge and expand on individuals experience to engage interest in topics of learning. The Forest School Association (2024) mentions that the programme has a structure which is based on observation and collaboration work which involves the learners and the practitioners. It is a child-cantered inspirational program that focuses on the holistic growth. It supports play, exploration, and supported risk taking. The programme develops confidence and self-esteem through learners inspired, hands-on-experiences in natural settings. Forest school is defined by 6 main core principles, long-term, nature, community, risk, holistic learning, and leadership principles. These principles link in with what and how the students learn through the forest school programme. From the writers experience, students put real life experiences and knowledge that they learnt in the classroom into reality when using the resources and equipment of the forest school. This also builds up the students physical and practical skills for their future, such as, bonfires, social games, outdoor survival skills and techniques. Although, some practitioners and schools can be against forest schools because of a range of reasons. It can be because of the risks with the weather being wet and cold and can be challenging for practitioners and individuals. Some parents may also be concerns of the safety and hygiene issue in some places, for example, climbing trees and jumping in slippery areas can be seen as encouraged controlled risk taking (Landscaping4learning, 2022). 
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs (1943) is a motivational theory in psychology, which is a five tier model of human needs in a pyramid. The five levels are physiological, safety, love/belonging, esteem, and self-actualisation. This theory links in with these principles as it looks at the tiers of the children and what is most important and should be prioritised. The application of this theory involves motivation from practitioners to inspire individuals. Another theory that relates to these pedagogical principles, Piaget theory of moral development, which relates to the process of development of individuals from right and wrong within their society, based on social aspects. Piaget theory can also be seen as his ideas of young people’s cognitive development. Piaget (1932) was interested in three main aspects of young people’s development of moral issues, understanding rules, understand moral responsibilities, understanding justice (Simple Psychology, 2024). 
Within the writers current primary school placement, the classroom teacher ensures that the pupils are meeting the progression steps from what matter statements of the Areas of Learning Experiences from the Welsh curriculum framework. This is ensured by selecting each of the four purposes, Ambitious, capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives. Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society (Equal Education Partners, 2023). The teacher looks at each AoLE for each lesson plan and looks at the progression steps and ensure the task meets each progression step before moving onto the next. Pupils in the foundation learning stage (3-7 years), much complete progression step 1 for each what matter statements of the AoLE’s. Also, as teachers, pupils need that extra support in areas of learning. If pupils do not meet the progression steps by the end of foundation learning, they can progress to key stage 2 but teachers are aware of that particular student to offer extra support to develop their knowledge further. Teachers also use assessment’s to check student progress of development and understanding of assessment. It can also indicate areas of learning students need more support in before moving onto more challenging work. As mentioned by Estyn (2022, P. 10), teachers use assessment to improve effective learning by ensuring teachers have clear pathways of the learning intentions of each lesson subject and use the support of additional support staff to help focus on those students in need of that extra 1:1 support. Teachers show pupils the success criteria they are meeting and ensure good understanding is meet. 
The final pedagogical principle being discussed is good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience. This pedagogical principal links in with the cross curricular framework used in Wales. Cross curricular framework is about linking in each of the Areas of Learning and Experiences, Literacy, Language and Communication, Science and Technology, Mathematics and Numeracy, Expressive Arts, Humanities and Health and Wellbeing. Most teachers today cross curricular a lot of these areas of learning into lessons. As you cannot just teach one area of learning without linking it to the others. As mentioned by HWB (2022), the mandatory cross-curricular frameworks for Wales are, literacy and numeracy framework and digital competency framework. These main frameworks have a lot in common and is to why they cross over a lot or teachers can link together within lesson planning.  HWB,  (2022), mentions about the design of the cross curricular framework and how it enables learners to access resources and knowledge other than the schools own curriculum and what opportunities it offers. The design offers learners lifelong skills linking to the four purposes and how the skills can be transferred into real life scenarios. Learners must be given the opportunities across the curriculum to; develop listening, reading, speaking, and writing skills, be able to use numbers and solve problems in life scenarios, and to be confident users of a range of technologies to help them function and communicate effectively and make sense of the world. Barnes, J, (2007) theory encourages to break the traditional barrier of education and us the cross-curricular. By bringing the classroom to the pupils and encouraging learning through all aspects. Barnes theory talks about what good schooling looks like and what cross-curricular looks like (Education Libraries, 2007)
By using the cross curricular frameworks it gives learners the opportunity to develop their social and emotional development and gives learners the opportunity to increase responsibility of their learning and be able to be praised for their learning. The NDNA (2024), mentions about the five pathways of the Welsh Curriculum, which are, belonging, communication, exploration, physical development, and well-being. This pathways is valuable for children of the young age, and for those who have additional learning needs (ALN). The holistic approach this pathways uses is important for young individuals to support their purposeful learning and realisation of their own progression.  Each pathways have own value and impact towards students learning. Belonging is about the sense of happiness and wellbeing and shapes an individual’s personality.  Communication is the foundation of individuals development and relationships with others, as communication is key.  Exploration is about having adventure and curiosity and the strong motivation to explore new surroundings. Physical development is about the movement which is linked to cognition and learning.  Wellbeing  is about feeling connected and having that strong connection in a place to where you feel you can thrive to be and do your best. 
In conclusion, throughout this assignment the writer has mentioned the true meanings of the pedagogical principles and how they impact pupils learning and teachers approaches of teaching students and the progression of their learning. Overall, the Curriculum for Wales presents a very holistic approach when looking at young people’s development and progressing their development further.  The pathways play a huge part in individuals development as it creates an individual’s personality and learning capability. Each of the areas of learning and experiences also play a part in individuals development as it expands on the pupils learning and exploration of experiences. It gives pupils the vision of different development from a range of skills needed to develop their knowledge further in life. The writer has mentioned about the Welsh curriculum and how it links in with everyday learning environments. Each learning environment should be appropriate and assorted to each individuals needs and support them with the growth of their development. There are lots of learning environments for students to be able to progress their development, for example, the classroom and forest schools. The curriculum for Wales is set out to support individuals development over each area of learning and experiences to encourage imagination and exploration in the individuals creativity. The writer has also mentioned the importance of individuals creativity and imagination whilst learning as gives a sense of reality and put into real life situations. The writer has also linked in with young people theorist and their theories linking to the pedagogical principles and their importance of development. 
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