Research Proposal

Title

The topic that I plan to investigate is sustainability within fashion, and the title I have thought about for this independent project is an investigation of sustainable fashion  This topic interests me because fashion is much more popular today, by that I mean fashion is now seasonal so different clothing ranges for each season and fashion is now popular for different events.  For example, Halloween where people do fancy dress parties, people dress up all smart to go to the Ascot Races, weddings, and parties etc...  Fashion has also become popular due to celebrities attending red carpet events and social media influencers giving a shoutout in their vlogs, stories, or posts of their clothing ranges. I find that this topic would quite easy for me to carry out my research as I will be able to find lots of sources that are relevant to this topic online, I could get interviews from different clothing brands to see how they are inputting sustainability within their clothing ranges and I can also quite easily write up a questionnaire for this topic.

Key Questions

The main aim of this research is to see how clothing brands are now looking to become sustainable and how they are implementing it within the business.  The research questions that flow from the main aim are:

1. What clothing ranges are sustainable or becoming sustainable?
2. How are sport clothes becoming sustainable?
3. What are the materials that make vegan clothes sustainable?
4. How are vegan clothes good and bad for the environment?
5. How can sustainable clothes tie in with circular economy?
6. How the different businesses advertise their sustainable clothing? 
7. How is sustainable clothing effecting them economically?
8. How will they do sustainable clothes in the future?

Background

This topic interests me is because I did an assignment on nanotechnology in fashion once before for innovation, which I was captivated by, which made me want to have a look at how other clothes are becoming sustainable and I would also like to explore nanotechnology in fashion in more detail as well. This is now an opportunity for me to do that.  I think this topic will be of interest to fashion industries as making sustainable clothes means that they will be high quality made, cost efficient and it will benefit the environment as well.

Literature Review

There is only one essay that I have found online about sustainable fashion (Bartleby Research, 2020).  However, it is not similar to what I am thinking of doing as it goes on about accessories and handbags rather than the type of sustainable clothing that I think I am going to be discussing.  But there are lots of documents and websites online about sustainable fashion.  

Methodology

The methods I intend to adopt to gather information so that I can answer my research questions are primary and secondary research. The primary research that is going to be used is surveys/questionnaires and interviews and this is going to be done by using an analysis approach called qualitative research., which gathers and facilitates non numerical data so that it can find out people’s views and feelings.  This type of analysis is what I would be using to analyse the data from my interviews.  The second approach that is going to be used to analyse my primary research is called quantitative research, which refers to acquiring and analysing data in a way that is countable and this type of analysis gives myself a manner of coming up with the statistics from the data that will be gathered.  This type of analysis is what I would be using to analyse the data form my surveys/questionnaires.  However, this could be difficult due to the current pandemic Covid 19 as I will not be able to meet up with them face to face, which will then lead me to doing a zoom or skype call with the people that I am going to interview and this could lead to timing issues and problems with availability.  

The secondary research that is going to be used is gathering existing information from the internet, paraphrasing the information into my own words and then reference them onto my dissertation.  This can be very easily accessible but the problems that could occur is that the internet signal may go down or the Wi-Fi will just shut off due to bad weather or a bad signal.

Results

As this is only a proposal there is no results at this stage.  However, I will give some idea of how I want my results to come out as.  For qualitative research method the procedure would be to carry out an interview with the willing participants, then from that I would then have to transcribe the interview that will be conducted, after I have transcribed the interviews they would then be analysed and be put into themes and interpretation and that is how the outcome should be in my dissertation, themes and interpretations.    For the quantitative research method, the procedure would be to design a survey/questionnaire and once that is all designed and finished, I will then be sharing it through social media due to the global pandemic Covid 19.  Once I had the results back from my survey/questionnaire, then the survey/questionnaire will then be analysed, and this will be done by using a software package called SPSS.  After the survey/questionnaire has been analysed through using SPSS, the outcome will be presented onto my dissertation as frequency tables, crosstabs, pie charts and bar charts.

For the secondary research, the procedure would be to gather existing information from the internet, paraphrasing the information into my own words and outcome would then be a citation on my dissertation and put in references to reference who and where I got the information from on my dissertation.

Evaluation

My potential impact of my proposed research is to see what different kinds of sustainable clothes they are out there and how are utilising it within their clothing and how they are implementing it into the fashion industries.  However, there will be limitations with the data collection stage as it may take longer due to the global pandemic Covid 19 as I would not be able to attend interviews face to face, I am going to have to do it through the internet which I would then have to allow ample time for, and the same goes for the handing out the surveys/questionnaires as I will not be able to hand them out face to face I am going to sending them out through social media.

Timescale

For the timescale of the dissertation I would have to allow more time for the data collection stage as that will take up most of the time as I would have to organise interviews, design surveys/questionnaires and allow ample time for the data analysis stage as it can take longer than you would think, but apart from that I think I will be ok with the timings.

References

For the references I will be clear clearly stating who and where I got the information from by citing the reference on to my dissertation and then the references will be listed alphabetically at the end of my dissertation just like it is shown below.
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