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WORKING TITLE - Analysing policing strategies on tackling the war on drugs


THE OVERALL AIM OF THE DISSERTATION- 

To investigate the war on drugs within the UK. Tackling the war on drugs has become a major talking point within the UK and many counties around the world. Tackling the war on drugs has become one of the main focus points for majority of the police forces around the UK. The war on drugs is a very controversial topic not just in the United Kingdom but across the globe. Over the years there has been an increased support for decriminalising drug possession and allowing possession for personal use. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This has been observed in several countries across the world where such drugs as cannabis has been made legal. There are strong arguments on both sides of why drugs should or should not be decriminalised. According to figures published by the UK government they state that they have recorded the highest amount of drug misuse in 10 years. 

So the questions this research will be answering are the following:

1- What past/current strategies have the police forces used to tackle the war on drugs
2- Will decriminalising personal possession help tackle the drug issue within the UK 
3- The secondary crimes which are created by the use and supply of illegal drugs.

The reason for choosing this topic for research is personal and due to being in the police force. I have seen first-hand the effects illegal drugs have on people and their families. I have also the devastation it has on the local community when drug misuse is taking place. I have seen first-hand how difficult it is to tackle the supply of drugs within the community. The reason for researching this topic is to find more information out about what has been done over the years to conquer the drug issues. I also want to find more information on how bad the drug misuse is around the UK after seeing the devastating affects it has had on the small community I police. I also have a future passion in joining one of the South Wales Police forces drug teams. 

There has been so much research into this topic over the years due to the issuing being so high on the polices agenda. The UK government and its police forces have also invested a lot of money in trying to tackle the war on drugs. Also over the years the support in decriminalising personal possession for drugs has increased. There have been a number of countries around the world who have changed their laws in regards to the possession of certain classed drugs. This research will take a look at these countries and attempt to understand their reasoning for the decision and whether it has worked or not. With these findings the research will then be able to identify whether a similar approach could work within the UK.

Secondary research –
There has been a number of researched article on the war on drugs it is mainly heavy towards American and the steps they have taken out of there. There has been a number of research topics on the UK war on drugs. This research has focused on the strategies the UK government have put in place. These articles focus on what has gone wrong with the policies has put in place and how they have created the drug problem by socially excluding the users of the illegal drugs instead of offering support. 

The gap in the research I could find was how new proposals decriminalising personal possession in other countries could support the UK war on drugs. This research will connect the past research of where the policies went wrong, where they went right and how connecting working strategies from across the globe can help the UK. 

Results
This research will collect statistics on the drug use within the UK and how it has changed over the years. It will show whether the strategies the UK police forces have put in place have benefited the general population of the UK or have caused the issue to expand. It will also use statistics to find out what the thought is of the general public on legalising personal possession within the UK. 
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