[bookmark: _Hlk150369763]Policing by consent is a critical principle upon which policing in modern democratic societies is based; policing by consent is a philosophy of policing where the authority that the police force holds stems from the general consent and collaboration with the population that they both serve and police, rather than the power of the state (Watts, 2023). Policing by consent in the context of British policing can be defined through the 9 Peelian Principles of policing (Home Office, 2012); The first of these principles states that the role of the police is to prevent crime, rather than react to it, as so not to have to resort to “military” style force (Home Office, 2012). The second principle asserts that the police may only hold their power as long as the public that they police approves of the “existence, actions and behaviour” of the police and also as long as they are able to command respect from the public (Home Office, 2012). The third principles states that for the police to be able to gain this respect and support of the public, they must collaborate with the public in the action they take to enforce the law (Home Office, 2012). The fourth principle champions the idea of collaboration between the public and the police, stating that the police must recognise that collaboration with the pubic reduces the need for the use of force in preventing crime and enforcing the law (Home Office, 2012). The fifth principle explains that the police must secure public approval, not by appealing to populism, but through overall good conduct such as impartiality, providing service to individuals of the public regardless of their background and to preserve and protect life (Home Office, 2012). The sixth Peelain principle says that the use of physical force should be used exclusively as a last resort, only when attempts to resolve the situation at hand through dialogue have failed and also that said physical force must be the “minimum degree” needed to resolve the situation (Home Office, 2012). The seventh principle affirms that “the police are the public and that the public are the police”, meaning that the job of policing is carried out by individual members of the public who are paid a wage to do so, with the duties associated with their job relating to the concerns and issues facing the communities that they police (Home Office, 2012). The eighth principle states that the police must simply carry out their functions for the purpose of policing, not for the purpose of coming to conclusions of guilt or innocence with regards to individuals of the public, but to instead leave these responsibilities to the judiciary (Home Office, 2012). Lastly, the ninth principle says that the police must measure their success based upon the lack of crime, rather than the amount of action they have taken to enforce the law (Home Office, 2012). It is further elaborated that policing by consent means the consent of the general public to be police and that “No individual can choose to withdraw his or her consent from the police, or from a law” (Home Office, 2012). Overall, the general aim of the 9 Peelian Principles of policing is to prevent crime before it occurs, as so not to infringe on the personal liberty of individuals and that key to preventing crime is to secure the approval of the public through effective community policing and general good conduct (Law Enforcement Action Partnership, 2017). The continuing functioning of the concept of policing by consent is reliant on “policing legitimacy” which has been in decline in recent years, not just in England and Wales, but across the globe due to a number of factors (Rodgers, 2020). As well as existing issues, there are also an amount of recent developments which further endanger policing legitimacy in England and Wales. Firstly, the introduction of the Public Order Bill is seen by many to be at odds with the fundamental principles of policing by consent (Amnesty International, 2023). The act allows the police to use stop and search powers against protestors without the need for reasonable grounds (Public Order Act 2023); this is dissimilar to the principles underpinning Code A of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, which are designed to protect policing legitimacy (Home Office, 2023). The act also creates “the offence of locking on” (Public Order Act 2023), meaning that it is now illegal for an individual to attach themselves to a person or object for the purpose of protesting. This follows a number of incidents involving the climate activist group Just Stop Oil; a recent YouGov survey found that 22 percent of the British public have a somewhat unfavourable opinion of the group and 42 percent have a very unfavourable opinion (YouGov, 2023); therefore it could be argued that the introduction of this law is in the interest of the public, however, it is also argued that protests of this kind are necessary for “social progress” and that such measures to interfere with protest are “authoritarian” and “draconian” (Amnesty International, 2023). Additionally, statistics show that prior to the introduction of the Public Order Act the Metropolitan Police allegedly misused stop and search powers for the purpose of targeting protestors, with stops and searches rising by over 20 percent on weekends when protests took place in London (Gayle, 2022). Arguably, the disparity over what is deemed a democratic right and general public consensus indicates that a discussion regarding the soundness of the concept of policing by consent itself may be necessary, in the context of personal liberty versus the opinion of the collective population. Another issue which relates to this debate is that of freedom of expression; this is an existing issue as evidenced by the United Kingdom being placed in the third tier in the global index of freedom of expression, behind almost every other western state, being “listed as only Partially Open in every key metric” (Quinn, 2023). There is potential for this problem to be exasperated by the introduction of the Online Safety Bill, which is intended to protect the safety of individuals using the internet, particularly children, and according to the government “will make the UK the safest place in the world to be online” (Donelan, 2023). However, it is argued that although this bill does have provisions that are intended to protect both freedom of expression and privacy, these said provisions are vague (Costello, 2023), this leaves for the potential for misuse of the bill for the suppression of speech. Another issue facing the police forces of England and Wales is the fallout and future implications of policing during the Covid-19 Pandemic; the last state of policing report carried out by His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services prior to the pandemic in 2019 judged the level of policing legitimacy to be “good” in all but 7 of the police forces across England and Wales (His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services, 2019). However the 2022 state of policing report found widespread issues relating to policing legitimacy, finding that the police are not necessarily focusing on the issues that matter to the public and disproportionately use stop and search powers; this has led to “significant reductions in trust and confidence” in the police which has led to lower levels of public collaboration and less willingness to obey the law (His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services, 2022). One notable case that the state of policing report suggests as a leading cause for the decline in public confidence in the police is that of Wayne Couzens; Couzens was convicted for the murder of Sarah Everard after he abused powers given to police officers during the pandemic to abduct her (Coffman, 2021). Additionally, it has been found that the passing of the Coronavirus Act which bestowed new powers on the police in response to the pandemic led to an increase in the misuse of “section 60” searches (Liberty, 2020). These issues are just some of the threats to policing legitimacy that currently exist. 
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