Compare and evaluate three theorist linking to practice, policy and academic literature.
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There have been many changes over the years in teaching and the principles of learning and research into how a child learns can  be explained by looking into the psychological perspectives.
 
“Jean Piaget was one of the first theorists to study how children think and learn whilst his contemporaries saw learning as intrinsic from the child or extrinsic from the environment, he believed that neither fully expressed learning and it was the childs interactions with the environment that generate learning” (Mooney, 2000).  Piaget was born in 1896 in Switzerland and his early interest was in zoology before training in natural history and philosophy.
“Intelligence organizes the world by organizing itself” (Piaget, 1954).
Vygotsky theory requested for a radical idea of learning that saw children thinking for themselves and all cognitive functions come from social interaction which are then internalised on an individual level. Vygotsky was born in 1896 in the Russian empire, he originally studied law and was highly interested in the arts and topics of the Jewish people.
“What a child can do in cooperation today, he can do alone tomorrow” (Vygotsky). 
Skinner argued that behaviour is patterned by positive outcomes and children need guidance through positive and negative reinforcement, also children learn how to in an environment dependent on the experience they have encountered previously. Skinner was born in 1904 in Pennsylvania and originally intended on becoming a writer, later he received his bachelor of arts in English literature and became a teacher at Harvard amongst other things.
“Education is what survives when what has been learned has been forgotten” (Skinner).

Piagets cognitive development focuses on ways in which childrens thinking develops in stages and ages. “Piaget never intended his research to be directly aimed at education” (Jarvis and Chandler, 2001) although it could be fair to say his work has influenced school programmes worldwide and following the Plowden Report (1976) conducted in England, primary school teachers sometimes apply some of Piagets principles in the classroom. Some of these principles are:
“ Children need to be given individual attention and cannot all be treated in the same way. Children should not be taught things until they are developed enough intellectually to cope with them and children mature intellectually, physically and emotionally at different rates, so teachers should be aware of the stage of development each child has reached and treat them accordingly.” (Plowden Report 1976).
Piaget focuses on four discrete stages and each childs development is limited by each stage, Piaget also looks at the childs mental structure schema having three process. “A schema refers to the mental structures in the mind in which the individual stores all the information gathered from the world around them” (Aubrey and Riley, 2019. Pg43). The more experiences a child encounters the more schemas they can construct. “Piaget reinforced the idea that the teachers should facilitate rather than teach, presenting children with problem solving challenges rather than merely importing knowledge. This requires changing the image of the teacher into someone who nurtures and supports the childs own search for answers” as suggested by Moony (2006;62). 
“Vygotsky, a contemporary of Piaget agreed that cognitive development proceeds in stages which are characterised by different ways of thinking” (Jarvis and Chandler, 2001). However, Piagets emphasis on the importance of a childs independent explorations of the world went against  Vygotskys belief that for a childs learning to take place social interactions were essential. Piaget recommended that a child would reach the appropriate stage of learning and development  at the time appropriate to that  individual child and teachers or caregivers should not overpower  the child with educational material but believe the stage would be reached when the child was mentally ready. In contrast, Vygotsky suggested that with the correct social interactions from peers, adults and nurturing others, developmental readiness can be obtainable earlier as social interactions with more knowledgeable meaning would influence the cognitive development.

Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory suggest that a childs learning is an essentially social process in which family, peers, caregivers and the wider social economy play a huge role in a childs learning and outcomes. He stresses “the significance in the way in which we understand the world around us; it is the systems and process we employ to build knowledge from our understanding” (MacBlain,2014).
Vygotsky believed a childs own social and cultural background would shape their cognitive development allowing them to adjust and grow to situations and experiences they encounter. Speech is a matter of individual development but is also a huge factor in social activity and is enhanced between interactions with others, through speech children are able to reflect, make plans, nurture and solve problems. “The use of talk is increasingly being recognised in schools as a learning strategy to assist children in expressing their ideas and thought” (Bartlett et al., 2001). Vygotsky also emphasized the importance of play, according to Vygotsky play allows the childs imagination to work within a set of rules of behaviour, for example if a school has a role play area with the theme being home and family then the child playing the parental role will obey parental behavioural rules. Play is vital for children and thier intellectual development and acts as a stepping stone for school activities and lifestyle choices also.
“Learning in play and learning in school should be perceived as equally important and they should both generate a Zone of Proximal Development ZPD” (Vygotsky, 1978). The ZPD illustrates the differences between what a child can do of expected mental age and what a child can achieve with adult guidance. There are some similarities between the ideas of Vygotsky and Piaget being they both consider learning to be active there are also significant differences. Piaget considering that children learn whilst moving through the age-related stages and Vygotsky ignoring the age of the child but the social interactions influencing learning and development. The two could complement each other well and if used simultaneously together would have a stronger more profound effect on childrens development.
Skinners theory is based on behaviourism. Skinner introduced a new term into the theory of behaviourism called operant conditioning in which he experimented with rats. The rats learnt that by pressing a lever in a box food would be released and more pressure on the lever would release more food. The positive behaviour had a positive reward, likewise when Skinner put an electric current in the box and if the rats touched the current, they would get shocked and no food thus a negative experience. Skinner noticed that the negative behaviour quickly weakened and the rats would go straight to the lever for a positive pleasurable experience. “Skinners theory contends that the likelihood of a childs behaviour reoccurring can be increased by following it with a wide variety of rewards or reinforcers” (Keenan, 2002;24).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The theory of operant conditioning can be applied in the classroom situation to modify childrens behaviour, and example of this in school setting A is that negative behaviour is primarily ignored, and positive behaviour quickly noticed and rewarded. The children have now realised that it is better to have praise and rewards than negative experience that accompanies negative behaviour. Skinner didn’t believe there were stages for behavioural development but that a childs motivation influenced their behaviour and motivation is different in each child. Skinner believed in influences from nurture and a childs parents played a huge role in a childs behavioural development, this is congruent with Vygotsky theory as it also states that social and parental interaction are important in a child’s development. The two theories can also have effects on each other for example when looking at Skinner, if a child id having negative experiences at home and displaying negative behaviour they may not be able to apply the language needed in Vygotsky theory to be able to socially interact and they can become withdrawn. Alternatively, if a child has good use of language and is well socialised, they may be able to comprehend the behaviour instructions better than that of a less able child. Skinners theory also links with Piaget as Piaget suggest the teachers become someone to nurture and guide the children allowing them to find their way whilst similarly Skinner suggest the need for nurturing behaviour and role models.

Its clear to see that all three-theorist had different yet effective ways of teaching and some of them overlap and work well together however the main thing that seems to be apparent across the three is play. 
“We know that play- in the sense of ‘messing about’ either with material objects or with other children, and of creating fantasies – is vital to children’s learning and therefore vital in school” (Plowden Report, 1967. Pg193). The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum also state “play is essential for children’s development building their confidence as they learn to explore, to think about problems and relate to others” (Department for Education, 2017. Pg 9).
In play situations all three outcomes from all three theorist are needed for successful growth, development and inclusion for all children.   




