Creative Project CAMF6002 Assessment 2              Amy Watler-Thomas 1707584
Self-Reflection
In this self-reflection I will be discussing and reflecting on my Major Project for this assessment. Because of Covid-19 I was unable to continue with the original planned idea, which had been planned in the module planning Creative Project CAMF6001. In summary, it was an 8-minute poetic film in the woods following the day from dawn till dusk, although starting the dawn in January in the cold and ending it in the late spring with the dusk. Being unable to travel to film this I had to leave the idea behind.
Unsure what to do I choose to film the one main activity I was able to do outside, while abiding the law and social distancing, which was getting an allotment and the journey of starting that. Although there was a risk in March 2020 that access to this location would be unavailable, thankfully this has not been the case and was able to continue with access here while being careful to keep safe and avoid others. 
 I have filmed my progress at the allotment in the form of a vlog, with many ‘Episodes’ I have uploaded to YouTube. I have enjoyed making these videos and will likely continue to film and make them after this hand-in date has passed.
 To create variety in the videos I used a range of different types of shots and changed angles frequently to show better what I was doing at that time. I have used a lot of time lapses in these videos to show what I was doing faster as to not bore viewers, also to save on battery life as I was up here for several hours some days. 
 A few times I had difficulties with lighting which I didn’t realise until afterwards and looking over footage while editing. If I left the camera on auto settings, due to not checking whether the dial had moved while in my camera bag, the time lapses and videos would alter due to the natural light levels making the footage change from lighter to darker constantly. On the other hand, if I left the camera on manual and the lighting changed of the sun started to set and turn darker, the footage would become a little too dark when this could have been prevented. To fix this I should have checked the camera and adjust every few minutes during sunset times or fixed it in colour grading during editing.
 For the first few episodes I used a Rode mic sound recorder, but then something stopped working either in my camera (Nikon 5200) or the mic. Not being able to borrow equipment from the university being closed, I used what I could. I didn’t want to use audio which wasn’t clean as this is one of the main things that people don’t like in vlogs and YouTube videos, so did not use the internal mic of my camera, instead I used an old Sony battery powered lapel mic and recorded the voice over audio at home. Feedback I received from viewers of the vlogs said that they liked, preferred or thought the audio was good with the Sony recorder. As I was unable to go to shops to get more batteries, I bought some online but there were terribly delayed, because of this I reserved the power in the batteries I had as I was taking them from another device in the house which needed them. I replaced the parts where I might have put more voice over with free to use and copyright free music. I would have rather had no voice over than bad voice over and risk people not watching the video because it was unbearable.
 I received more comments on my videos than I have on the past which was good, I made sure to reply to these as quick as I good as that is better for Youtube algorithms, make video interaction making the video appear to more people in searches or suggestions. I have received on average 50 views on each video which is more than I have had in the past. I tagged the videos with relevant tags. These are the tags for Episode 11 which got 30 more views than the average: allotment, garden, gardening, vegetables, isolation, wales, exercise, digging, daffodils, raspberries, raspberry canes, raspberries, fence, watle fence, wattle fence, raspberry fence, willow fence, bulbs, crocus bulbs, potatoes, time lapse, rose cuttings, path edge, planting potatoes, growing potatoes, gardening time-lapse, allotment time-lapse, planting potatoes, painting shed, allotment vlog, allotment diary and allotment progress.
 I tried to do an introduction in the videos but sometimes I forgot or wasn’t in the best mood given the circumstances, I should have tried to do a face to face camera introduction with each video. In each episode I tried to show that I was making progress and if not then showing a few nice shots. I think some videos work better than others. I was terribly forgetful several times and either forgot a camera battery, a 2nd battery of forget to charge them, this was a silly and avoidable mistake. Since the beginning I have tried to practise to put batteries on charge as soon as I get home.
 I was wary here of being careful what I filmed, mainly other people on their plots workings as I didn’t have permission to film them, apart from my Father who occasionally popped into a shot. Also alongside not having permission, filming people doing things that may have been against lockdown rules, not that I did see any, but someone watching the video may pick up on something that I didn’t watch.
Some videos I added information that I had learnt or already new to be instructive, feedback from viewers were that these were helpful or that they learnt something. The videos also inspired some people to start gardening themselves which was brilliant.  I was careful to not say anything that wasn’t true or I was just guessing. In some of the videos, I have later learnt that I shouldn’t have done something, or I should have done it a bit different.
In the past I have tried doing daily, weekly and occasional vlogs, either of my day to day activities or day trips I am doing. They never did particularly well due to two main factors I believe, which were bad audio and shaky camera footage. In these vlogs I have concentrated to not make the same mistake. 
Since I have started uploading these allotment videos, I have gained many more subscribers on my YouTube channel, starting at 240, it has increased by over 30. This is the biggest increase I have seen in a stretch of continuously uploading vlogs. I think this is due to several factors: Good audio, non-shaky footage, subject matter and more people spending time at home and watching YouTube and videos online in general.
 I was fortunate to get my allotment when I did as I got it at the very beginning of ‘lockdown’. Soon after this it become long waiting lists and no further available plots. I believe this has caused allotment videos to become much more popular than they have been as people are searching this subject more and watching others at theirs as they can’t have their own and is an escape for people stuck in their homes.
 I out effort into making nice and appealing thumbnails (Fig .2). I did research on which type of ones work better, the type audience I was trying to appeal to was people in their 20s and 30s. I was inspired by a channel called ‘Best Dressed’ who uses very pretty and simple designs. (Fig.1) Research suggested that people for the most part don’t read the title of the video as much but look at thumbnail and read what the thumbnail says, so I also did this and make some slightly similar to hers. My videos did do better in rate of people clicking through from seeing the thumbnail, ‘’click through rate’’, when they were uploaded after adding nice thumbnails.

 The video which I feel was the best was Winnie's Allotment - Episode 7 - Wall of Duty: Garden Warfare . This video did perform the best, though it was still in the top few with 63 views and 8 likes. I like this one the best because I personally enjoyed the content more, the subject of making the raspberry fence, involving a craft, showing a little animation (Fig.6) and explaining why I was doing this. I don’t know a great deal about ‘’allotment-ing’’ or vegetable growing as being more of a flower gardener, but I did now this was confident to explain what I was talking about through a photo. I enjoyed the instructional element and inspiring others perhaps. 
I like the shots of me working in the centre of the path I was creating were nice being symmetrical (Fig.7). I also like where I have used rule of 3rds with me being offset to the left (Fig.8). 
 In comparison to vlogs from when I first started university, here is an example.  Here the camera is handheld, and the audio isn’t as clear as it could be.  I have learnt a lot since then. Camera filming quality has made a big jump since then and I have realised how much I like filming a vlog with a wide-angle lens. For these vlogs I have used a Sigma 10 to 20mm lens which shows a wide image.
 If I were to carry this on long term and develop it, I would go along the lines as a lifestyle type vlog with cooking what I grow, healthy eating and fitness. An overall healthy wellbeing YouTube channel with also some crafts, an organic type lifestyle. If I carry it on I will also do a title sequence with a compilation of shots that I feel are really good and show exactly what the videos are about, like a very short highlight real with a stylish and simple font choice and animation.
 In conclusion I have enjoyed making this video and I am pleased with the videos I have made. I was also pleased I was able to hand something in for this assessment, being that I could not do my initial plan was very disappointing. I think the videos could have performed better with more variety in shots, perhaps not daily videos but once a week to just include highlights and not everything, though I am not disappointed with what I have done and I have enjoyed making them also. 







Appendix
(Fig.1) Screenshot of Inspirational thumbnails from Bestdressed
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(Fig. 2) This is a screenshot of my thumbnails to my videos
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Larger version of a few
(Fig. 3)
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(Fig.4)
[image: ]



(Fig.5)
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(Fig.6)
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(Fig.7)
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(Fig.8)
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