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Question
        ‘Critically explore the current and the political landscape and consider how/if this influence            social policy in relation to a ‘specified group’ in the UK. Students should examine the impact upon the development and implementation of social policy, social justice, equality and inclusion within Wales.’
INTRODUCTION
 Within this assignment I would like to discuss how everyday lives are affected by politics and how a young person’s inclusion and influences impact the development and implementation of social policy in Wales. A person’s emotional bearing contributes to our political outlook and how we view our prospects and life chances (the Guardian, 2017). With so much public information and social media awareness surrounding the General election in June 2017 my interest in a young person’s engagement within politics developed. Health, education and housing contribute to an inclusive society to many young people and actively attribute to their wellbeing (Gov.wales, 2017). Social policies are implemented to protect the rights of individuals, though these are constantly challenged by exclusion and changing demographics. My aim is to draw attention to some of these challenges and barriers young people face within social policy and how it effects their lives and prospects within a supposedly inclusive society. Exclusion is a multidimensional phenomenon that cannot be defined by quantifiable poverty alone. Within this assignment I would like the reader to be conscious of many attributes of exclusion and take an empathic view of young people. I will also produce a summary of how devolution developed within Wales mentioning how a new secretary of state for Wales was instigated that helped establish the welsh office, how lack of votes for the Conservative party during the 1980’s enabled Wales to apply its own institution within government policy making by implementing new laws for Wales. I will also be discussing what impact the development and implementation of social justice, social policy, inclusion and people experienced within political awareness in the UK. This hugely important subject was gaining social responsiveness at almost every opportunity and it enhanced my thinking about young people and where they fit into politics and policies in Wales.
       Politics effect everyday life and the strategies required to implement, or change policies require the contributor’s interaction and inclusion. Laws, transport, benefits, education, rules, housing and employment are just some of everyday occurrences that involve politics. Government policies within education are implemented to protect the rights and provide a moral, accessible education for every young person, this can be approached by providing additional support to nurture the educational needs of all young people, however Welsh councils are facing severe funding cuts during the next two years reducing the financial support allocated to many public services such as education and social care (BBC News, 2017). Acts of law are also implemented within employment, housing and in work benefits to protect the young person’s health, rights and safety (Lambethlda.org.uk, 2017), though zero-hour contracts have been proven to affect young people’s mental health (the Guardian, 2017), housing benefit for young people of ages 18-21 is to be stopped (HuffPost UK, 2017) and with lack of social housing available for single people (Assembly.wales, 2017) implemented social policies can contradict and disempower the laws that should protect young people.
The unemployment figures in the UK for 2014 indicated that young people aged 16-24 years old were the largest group to sustain unemployment (Monaghan, 2017). These figures attributed to the Conservative Government’s decision to alter the way the benefits system is allocated and distributed. The Conservative work and pensions secretary Ian Duncan Smith proclaimed a new ‘Universal Credit’ would be introduced to every resident authority. This would combine tax credits and six benefits into a single universal credit, it was suggested that universal credit would benefit people gain access into employment quicker and remain in work longer. Universal Credit was implemented as part of the Conservative governments long term economic plan into approaching Britain’s long-term welfare and poverty dependence (Gov.uk, 2017), however the impact Universal Credit is having on claimants in Wales is appalling, families and single young people are experiencing arrears of up to six weeks for any benefit income forcing them into debts of around £900. Universal Credit has been described by the citizens advice centre as ‘overly complicated’ that is is forcing people into debt by using high interest loan companies, credit cards, and selling personal belongings to survive (BBC News, 2017). It has been suggested the lengthy processing time and the four-week arrears of payment schedules is an incentive implemented by the Conservative government to force people into employment (In Brief, 2017). Claimants of Universal Credit seeking assistance from the helpline were charged up to fifty-five pence a minute, this abhorrent fee prompted the Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn to challenge the Conservative government to end the charges, the work and pensions secretary David Gauke for the Conservative party has recently announced all charges to the helpline will be abolished by the end of 2017 (Mason and Walker, 2017).
      ‘In 1964, the Labour party won the British general election, this then enabled them to execute new powers, it imposed a new secretary of state for Wales and established the Welsh office. In its early years it had limited powers over roads, local government and housing. In 1979 the first vote on devolution was implemented, however this was vetoed by the general Welsh public restricting it to evolve. This political subject lay undeveloped in Wales until the Conservative government struggled with economic situations during the 1980’s attributed by the poor stages of support and lack of interest in the politics(electoral) within Wales, this led to Wales applying for its own democratic establishment. In 1998, the UK government announced The Government of Wales Act, the act limited the National Assembly to subordinate lawgiving only once authorised by the UK Parliament. As 2002 approached, the assembly separated into two roles that gave the Welsh Assembly government control over actions and policies of the cabinet, this then permitted the National Assembly to have superior liberation to apply support, examination and advice to committees and individual affiliates. The National Assembly has the power to dominate the decisions taken by the Welsh Government and the Assembly creates the laws that represents the people of Wales. In 2006 an Act of law was created for Wales in hard to reach areas to allow the National Assembly to increase its powers within devolved areas without the requirement of the UK Parliament’s agreement if a vote of yes was given to a referendum. In 2007, Plaid Cymru and Labour amalgamated into an official coalition, part of this agreement was to progress to a successful result for full law-making powers of a referendum (National Assembly for wales, 2017).’
[bookmark: _Hlk500264202]To be excluded from something is a multidimensional phenomenon that is not restricted to just quantifiable deprivation or poverty, though poverty is an important measurement of exclusion. To find yourself in social exclusion the processes involved to include rather than exclude require additional access to economic resources. The multidimensional landscape of social exclusion can be very challenging and often no one single solution can be implemented (Lemmi and Betti, 2006). Social exclusion has various definitions and can be described as a complex phenomenon. Many concentrate on the classification of groups who are at risk of being excluded or those who are excluded on the aspects of disadvantage. The absence of social capital, financial income and the existence of complications that prohibit the opportunities to provide inclusion is a good indicator that social exclusion is present. Social exclusion is linked to a considerate view of poverty that measure numerous dimensions of deprivation and not just lack of income and postcode, numerous factors are vital when considering the level and degree of social exclusion within society. (Pantazis, Gordon and Levitas, 2006). Social scientist K, Duffy, believes that the detachment from politics the group or individual is disengaged from is a form of exclusion and this should be recognized also as a method of social exclusion. (Duffy, 1995).
A survey carried out by Yougov.uk one week after the general election within the UK provided quantative evidence with more than fifty thousand adults of British nationality on how they voted. The information provided clarity to show that age of the population distributes the highest divide on how the British public have voted. The survey provided evidence suggesting voters under the age of twenty years old gave almost fifty per cent of their votes to Labour whilst those voters who contributed in the review whom were aged over seventy remained likely to of voted Conservative. The survey showed over fifty-seven per cent of under twenty-year olds voted in the general election, however the population of the over seventy’s who voted were eighty-four per cent (Curtis and Curtis, 2017). It is clear from the statistics from this survey that more young people are using their right to vote than previous voting records such as the 2010 election in comparison (Ipsos MORI, 2017). Within this report interestingly it showed that more young people with higher educational qualifications such as A levels and degrees voted for the labour party, one ideology could be that the labour party promised around four hundred thousand young people will each be student debt free of around £27,000 if the Labour party were elected in the 2017 election and tuition fees would be eradicated in the 2018 student financial year (Labour Press, 2017). This would benefit every young person progressing into higher education and remove the previous Conservative governments university fees that have trebled to £9,000 a year over the last five years, this would release future students of up to forty-five thousand pounds of debt. The Labour party also pledged to reintroduce student maintenance grants that the conservatives eradicated in 2016 (Labour Press, 2017), however considering the theory of social scientist K, Duffy possibly many young people excluded from political education or gain did not vote suggesting the outcome of the general election could have been significantly different (Duffy, 1995). The labour party announced within its manifesto they would produce policies to enable young people better opportunities to access social housing (Labour.org.uk, 2017). Policies on social housing could entice more young people to vote for a government party, this policy may not be a necessity of interest to the older voters as during 1981 30% of families rented their homes from a housing association or a local council (today this is less than 15%), the right to buy their council house means there is much less social housing to rent today. The intergenerational effect is easy to comprehend that those born before 1980 had more protected social housing than those born during the latter. The older generations qualitative experience of the housing sector has been arguably better too with lifetime tenancies that secured a rented house into a home, however in 2013 new rules were introduced within the welfare reform act that the size of your property must be in contrast for the people living there and a tax on spare bedrooms was imposed (Gov.uk, 2017). The labour parties manifesto would introduce a policy that will build more affordable homes and reintroduce right to buy schemes, the social housing theory could entice many young people to vote (Resolution foundation, 2017).
Evidence suggests overall elder people are more likely to vote than the younger generation (Resolution Foundation, 2017). Many additional factors can provide information to support this theory, for example many young students living accommodation fluctuates from their home address, one of the requirements to vote is a registered address. Since registering many students have living accommodation alternative to their permanent address, providing your vote by post or in person requires the individual to be on the electoral register, postal votes require the individual to apply for the privilege though many students may not be aware of this requirement (Gov.uk,2017).
 Another theory could be that the older generation are happy with the way things are in society today and do not want change. Sociologist David Finkelhor suggests if the older generation can not come to terms with or comprehend that change could happen, for example new technologies and types of intervention that look likely to change policies, they can produce embellished anxiety about the effect of social change on society and Finkelhor refers to this as Juvenoia (Refinery29.com, 2017). This theory can apply as to why some older individuals vote in general elections as they do not want change.
Sociological and psychological perspectives can impact on young peoples lives. A young person’s life course can be construed in many ways, what can social media and unemployment tell society about young people and are the same attributes found in all young people or selected by the social perspective of society (Rohall, Milkie and Lucas, 2007). Society has changed to a post-industrial society from a cultivated society and our definition of young people has altered. Young people today are owned by public institutions having to conform to certain public obligations that are represented by the government, an example of this paradigm can be found when a young person requires the skills of an education to extend and expand their knowledge in a subject area ‘(Psychological, Educational, and Sociological Perspectives on Success and Well-Being in Career Development, 2014).’ There are three primary theoretical perspectives, the conflict perspective (macro) how the chosen control the poor and disadvantaged, the symbolic interactionist perspective (micro) face to face interactions and the functionalist perspective (macro) how characteristics of society are adapted These perspectives offer theoretical paradigms to help explain how people influence society and how society influences people (Rosenberg and Turner, 2017). The British Attributes survey found many young people were moderately robust labour supporters in 2017 that moved away from conservative ideologies and not voting (NATCEN Social Research, 2017). A behavior therapist named Andrea Kuszewski had researched in 2011 if brain structure can determine a person’s politics, during the study it showed that liberals were found to have greater and more vigorous anterior cingulate cortex that is found to be beneficial in arbitrating and noticing error and conflict whilst a conservative believer is highly more likely to have their amygdala enlarged, this part of the brain is where memories and emotions are stored, Kuszewski describes the preference for either modification or stability clarifies if the person has liberal views or conservative ones (The Intersection, 2017). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]       Wales has many social policies in place to provide a safe and inclusive society for young people.  The Welsh government approved the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child act in 2004, this act was also used as the foundations for all young people and children’s policy making in Wales (Gov.wales, 2017). In 2007 the policy council in Wales prepared a manifesto for the welsh assembly raising apprehensions that affect young people in Wales (Children in Wales, 2017). 

CONCLUSION
Young people require a supportive and inclusive society that provides good foundations to improving and sustaining their future and the future of society. Young people face many challenges in an ever increasing and vigorous society. The well-being of every citizen should be paramount regardless of social status. Young people have many rights and the requirement within our society to access these rights can sometimes be challenging and exclusive, with the enablement of social policies and some level of advocacy there should be no limits nor barriers to be inclusive and sustain good well-being. Raising aspirations by means of safety, supporting and encouraging young people to empower their rights and abilities by forms of education, employment and health can have huge advantages on an individual and their future. In Wales I believe that the Welsh government could excel at being the leading country within the UK by focusing more on the younger generation and providing much more financial contributions to their education, this should be by supporting and providing many more vocational skills, apprentices of interest that is personal to the individual and not the predicted settings of all educational environments today in Wales. The population of Wales has so much to offer as a country and productivity manufacturer that I truly believe our education system requires listening skills towards the young people and let their voice be heard.
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