Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
 
Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
 
Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.
                                                                                                     (Donaldson 2015:68)
 
 
 
Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.
 
 
Introduction
 
   In my essay, I will be discussing three of the twelve pedagogical principles in teaching and education, its strengths and weaknesses within the curriculum and making links to practice in the classroom. Pedagogy is said to be the ‘art’ of teaching and it allows teachers and practitioners to maintain ‘good learning and teaching’ practice according to the Welsh Government (2023). During the recent changes in the Curriculum in Wales in September 2022, the twelve pedagogical principles have had an impact on how learning is being directed. Allowing children to have regular access to in the classroom and outdoor learning activities. As well as allow consistent and blended learning for both practitioners and students alike. The pedagogical principles play a part of one of five sections within the professional standards which are ‘essential’ to build on the ‘skills, knowledge and behaviours’ of good teaching practice, Welsh Government (2017). By following the professional standards as teachers, we are able to enhance ‘good teaching and learning’ throughout a child’s time in education, to allow them to become the future people they want to become. Within my essay I will also discuss my observation and experiences of the use of pedagogical principles within my bridging and placement schools as well as discuss how I will use each of the principles within my own teaching practice.
 
Pedagogical Principle 1
 
  The first of the pedagogical principles I will be discussing is ‘Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching’ (Donaldson 2015:68). This means practitioners need to allow for a variety of environments and methods of learning to take place throughout a child’s education. This important for a child’s development to have a range of experiences, especially of those within the Foundation Phase where learning takes place through play. A direct teaching approach is systematic way of teaching and follows a set structure of the teacher giving information and students completing questions and answers, SAGE (p8, date unknown). 
  Although direct teaching has been mentioned within the pedagogy it does come with its strengths and weaknesses and each practitioner has their own preferences in how they use direct teaching. Through my experiences in school such as bridging, I have found that direct teaching allows for a structured lesson and practitioners are able to move onto the next section work smoothly. It was also seen that using direct teaching methods, practitioners were able to assess a student’s learning by asking questions about the work and the student answering. However, the emphasis of learning through play within the Foundation Phase means direct teaching needs to take place to allow for learning to take place while the students are exploring. According to the Welsh Government (p25, date unknown) direct teaching may be used to teach a new skill through an activity that has already been planned to allow students to understand work they will be doing. During my placement within a Year 2 class, it is shown that the class teacher uses a direct teaching approach at times usually at the beginning of the lesson to introduce the topic or the work they will be completing that day. I think this method was successful within the classroom as it allowed the students to know exactly what was expected of them. Students were focused on the tasks after direct teaching and needed little assistance from teaching staff while completing the activities.
  However, not every student is able to learn effectively through a direct teaching approach as they may need a more hands on experience to allow learning to take place. This could be learning through play within the classroom or outdoor learning such as within a forest school environment. These opportunities allow students to have access to learning in an informal environment where they can learn at their own pace and using their own initiative. A Natural Connections project that focuses on outdoor learning for schools, found that ‘92 per cent’ of students preferred lessons outdoors and ‘90 per cent’ found learning outdoors had a positive experience according to the UK Government (2016). This evidently shows that students prefer to have a range of learning experiences and it has a positive effect on their mood. The research also showed that ‘92 per cent of teachers’ felt that their students were more interested, and students were more involved in the learning. Possibly the curriculum and the pedological principles could put more emphasis on outdoor learning and its benefits to students to allow outdoor learning to take place just as often as direct teaching.
  As the pedological principle states that a range of teaching approaches should take place for effective teaching and learning to take place. In my opinion, I think the pedagogical principle states what education should include and for good education to take place students should have a range of opportunities offered to them. In my teaching practice, I will use a range of teaching approaches within my classroom and allow children to have opportunities to learn outdoors as well as within the classroom through direct teaching. This will mean, students will be able to build upon independence as well as learn the skills they need within the classroom environment and the future.
 
Pedagogical Principle 2
  The second pedagogical I will be analysing is ‘good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’ (Donaldson 2015:68). This means teachers are expected to build upon a student’s knowledge gradually and overtime but also challenge them without knocking their confidence. There are two theories that link to this pedagogical principle to back up the idea.
  The first theory is the use of a ‘zone of proximal development’ and a ‘more knowledgeable other’, Dolya G. (p9, 2009) which was first explained by Vygotsky. His theory explained how children can learn beyond their ability with guidance from a ‘more knowledgeable other’  rather than staying in their comfort zone which is shown in the middle of the diagram(see appendix 1). Allowing this process to happen within a classroom environment allows students to feel confident while completing work as they can ask for help as they need it. However, some students may become too reliant on help and may lose their independence by exploring and making mistakes. It is important that children make mistakes to help them learn what is wrong and right and how they can improve. According to Mann S. (date unknown), children should ‘embrace mistakes’ as it makes them more resilient and able to accept challenges more easily. Within my placement, I have seen that mistakes are encouraged by children with live marking being completed by the teacher so students are able to self-assess their work and understand what needs improvement. This allowed the students to be more independent about their learning and rely less on the teaching staff within the classroom.
  Another theory that the pedagogical principle was possibly based off a theory that was developed by Bruner who believes that a ‘spiral curriculum’ helps children develop and learn effectively, starting from basic knowledge at the bottom of the spiral (see appendix 2) to building upon this knowledge learnt to broaden understanding over time shown as the spiral largens according to Harden, R. M. (1999). Bruner’s theory follows a patten of repetition and revision which the pedagogical principle focuses on building on previous knowledge and to help increase a student’s understanding of a topic. Through bridging and placement experiences, it was clear that a spiral curriculum is used throughout the learning journey. Practitioners will start a topic with a simple explanation and highlight the basics each student needs to know. As they progress through the topic, they will gradually revise back to the basics they have previously learnt and start to add more detail, so students are able to build their gradually and slowly. Although this method works for most students, a constructivist learning approach for some students especially for those with additional learning needs find difficult to form a connection with previous knowledge and new knowledge they are learning according to BrightHub Education (date unknown). Some students need a more structured learning where they know exactly what they are learning now and what they are learning next. This was evident in my placement school, as some students find it difficult to understand why they are learning something again when they have already learnt it before, so the school has adapted their teaching to allow students within the class to have a gradual learning experience that builds upon their knowledge without too much reflection and excessive amounts of revision.
  Within my teaching practice, I am going to build knowledge gradually with students, so they do not feel overwhelmed with new information following Bruner’s spiral curriculum. This means students can become confident with a topic or subject with consistent revision to remind them of what they have previously learnt. I would recommend this method to be used throughout foundation phase, and as the pedagogical principle states will it help students ‘engage interest’ with the topic or subject over the time they are learning.
 
Pedagogical Principle 3
  The final pedagogical principle I will be looking at is ‘good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experiences’ (Donaldson 2015:68). This principle focuses more on the new Welsh Curriculum. The Welsh Curriculum highlights six areas of learning including ‘expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, languages, literacy and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology’ Welsh Government (2022). Each of these areas of learning allow students across Wales to access a wide range of knowledge from all subjects to build on knowledge that students will use in the future. 
  The six areas of learning have a positive impact on students through subject activities and cross-curricular activities which integrate two or more areas of learning. They also link with the four purposes of the Welsh Curriculum which is what the Government aim for each child to become by the end of their education. The curriculum aims to enable students to become and ‘lead fulfilling personal, civic and professional lives’ explains the Welsh Government (p3, 2019). To become this vision, Practioners must cover all aspects of education using the cross-curricular skills, ‘numeracy, literacy and digital competence’, Equal Education Partners (2023). Using the curriculum and the three cross-curricular skills, students can build upon the knowledge and understanding of a wide-range of topics. Throughout my experience in the classroom, I have witnessed teachers using the areas of learning and the three skills throughout their lessons and within their lesson plans, putting emphasis on the four purpose drivers that the students need to achieve by the end of the lesson.
  Having said that, the areas of learning have very broad descriptions which can make it difficult for Practioners and students alike to understand what areas of learning they need to participate in. However, the Welsh Government have created ‘progression steps’, Twinkl (date unknown) to guide teaching staff of what each group of children should know before entering the next progression step. The progression steps give brief examples of what students should be able to do according to each progression step. My placement school uses the progression steps throughout the foundation phase and key stage 2 for each of the areas of learning. They can identify which progression step each of the students are at within each of the areas of learning and teachers are able to identify what next steps their students need to progress to. This also allows teachers and students can identify their advancement in their learning. There is little evidence that shows that the areas of learning have a negative impact on a child’s learning as it covers all aspects of knowledge and experiences.
  The pedagogical principle shows Practioners and other teaching staff exactly what needs to be taught and to be able to allow ‘good learning and teaching’ to take place for each student within their class and school. In my teaching practice I will ensure that I meet the needs of my students by covering the basis of a range of subjects which are highlighted within the areas of learning which in turn will allow students to become the vision of the four purposes which are highlighted within the curriculum. 
 
Conclusion
  In conclusion, the three of the twelve pedagogical principle I have highlighted show the importance they have in ‘good teaching and learning’. Without these principles, teaching may become disorganised, and the quality of teaching would decrease and affect the learner’s progression. As well as this, the pedagogical principles can help build upon ‘meaningful relationships’ between teachers and students, Learning Journals (date unknown). It is important to build relationships between students and teachers, so students are able to trust and learn effectively so they are able to build on knowledge and become the young people the government expects learners to be by the time they finish education as part of the four purposes. As a teacher, it is important that I give students the best possible education, and to be able to this successfully the pedagogical principles are able to give clear guidelines of what is expected from teaching staff. Without these pedagogical principles, teaching staff would have different approaches to how education is tackled across Wales. In my opinion the pedagogical principles are an important part of the curriculum as well as the professional standards of teachers.
  Within my teaching practice, I will make sure to use effective planning approaches and include a variety of teaching methods to allow for a varied and structured learning environment. In addition, I will use a structured approach to allow students to use previous knowledge in their lessons and learning and be able to understand the reasoning behind the teaching and learning. Finally, I will include all aspects of the areas of learning and cross-curricular skills throughout my teaching allowing a variation of subjects and topics to stimulate the students minds as well as give them the information they will need for later education and outside the classroom environment.
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Appendices
Appendix 1 – Zone of Proximal Development
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Appendix 2 – Bruner’s Spiral Curriculum
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