Does the drama tool ‘Conscience Alley’ enhance the children’s oracy skills in a lower key stage two classroom?

Purpose of research
The aim of this research project is to explore the relationship between the drama tool ‘Conscience Alley’ and oracy. Throughout my research I will explore its ability to develop and enhance children’s oracy within a lower key stage 2 classroom. Oracy encompasses many different skills and aspects which I shall focus on in more depth within this assignment.  I have chosen this question as I am interested in developing children’s voice within school as this is a lifelong tool that they need throughout their lives. It is suggested that good levels of oracy support progress in other areas such as reading and writing and this view is supported by ESTYN (2009). The school I was based in used a lot of techniques that School 21 use. School 21(www.school21.org.uk) is a pioneering school in London that has developed a series of pedagogies and approaches that give children the ability to find their voice with a large focus on oracy throughout the school. They have worked with the University of Cambridge to develop an oracy framework.
Within our education system, oracy has great prominence and is an integral strand within the English curriculum.
 Current research from Neil Mercer (2008) discusses how to enhance different types of talk within the classroom and this has led to my focus on drama tools; specifically, ‘Conscience Alley’ and its effect directly on children’s oracy. My research will add to this current research, which highlights the importance of oracy for children within school. I will explore the different approaches used when increasing children’s oracy within the classroom and link this to more recent research which has discussed the use of drama pedagogy to enhance oral communication.  
Key research questions that will be used to guide my study will be:
Do children feel that they can discuss and present ideas well using Conscience Alley?
Does Conscience Alley positively encourage children’s participation?
Do all children engage with the activity?
The purpose of my research was to explore the use of the drama tool conscience alley to enhance children’s oracy skills within the classroom. I choose to focus my research around this topic as the school I was based in for PTE1 had begun to focus heavily on oracy across the school and its positive effect on children’s attainment. We decided to specifically focus on the whether the drama tool ‘Conscience Alley’ enhances children’s oracy skills within the classroom.
Literature Review
What does the literature say about oracy?
Is oracy important? Why?
Estyn (2009) highlight the importance of oracy as they suggest that progress in reading and writing are dependent on children’s language.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Donaldson (2015) describes the ability to listen and 
Specific research on oracy and drama techniques
Did the literature help review or refine the question?
Methodology
I shall use the method of a Lesson Study within my research. Dudley (2011) introduced this highly specified form of classroom action research focusing on the development of teacher practice knowledge. It will involve an element of collaborative enquiry between myself and my research partner RF whom are trying to improve our approach. The lesson study will involve me teaching the first lesson whilst my research partner RF is a non-participating observer. However, for the second lesson RF will teach the lesson whilst I am the non-participating observer. After each lesson we shall hold a focus group interview with three children (a mixed ability group). The children’s feedback and reflection on the lesson will feed into our next lesson allowing us to improve through the children’s opinions. The children will have been chosen for the focus group as a mixed group with differing current levels of oracy within the classroom. The three children will be chosen before the day of the observation although if they are absent on the day then another child from the class can be asked if they are happy to be observed. The parents will have signed consent forms although the children will be asked to give their own assent also. There is no pressure at all for the children to be part of the research at all and they can withdraw at any time. The research activities will take place in two large English medium schools. The schools are within Yr Athrofa’s partnership with UWTSD.
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