Report Examining the Brixton Riots
This report will examine how the Brixton riots had an effect on the surrounding community and legislation brought in nationwide. The riots occurred from April 10th to the 12th 1981 (Purbrick and Schofield, 2009). The Brixton area was very diverse with a lot of crime in the area. The number of homicides across England and Wales was 559 which shows high levels of crime (Home Office, 2012). Marxist thinkers believe that it is not a crime for the working class to retaliate against capitalists (Lewis, 1973, pp.1–165).
The Brixton riots exposed the prevalence of the systematic racial injustice which was prominent in twentieth century society (United Nations, 2023). The Black community did not trust the police which made any action the police did as suspicious, and this meant the community would assume the worst. For example, a stabbing occurred where the police were trying to support the victim by getting him to a hospital where the community intervened (SchoolHistory, 2023). Despite the fact that racism has always been an issue, the Brixton Riots placed a stark spotlight on systematic racism, thus emphasising the challenges faced by minority communities, particularly the Black population. The relationships between the police force remined turbulent. A root cause of the riots was police brutality, consequently further damaging the relationship between the Black community and the law (Gilligan and Pratt, 2014, pp.1–165). 
The riots reflected the economic and social issues facing those in Brixton. Rates of unemployment were high, especially among Black youth, at almost double the rate of the previous decade, from 6% in the 70s to 12% in the 80s, inflation was high and house prices were high (Pettinger, 2017) thus creating societal discontent. In January 2021, a disproportionate amount of force was used against the male Black population (4215 arrests against 1.18 million population) (MET Police, 2024) than the white male population (4660 arrests against 4.73 million population) (Office National Statistics, 2022) in the Greater London area. This demonstrates bias that the Met Police have against the Black population. The working class often commit crime as they feel as the they have nothing to lose. This is a central idea of Left realism which is based on neo- Marxism but works on the assumption that crime is an issue of inequality and aggressive policing in many areas (Burke, 2018). 
During the time of the riots the Conservative government, under Margaret Thatcher, was in power (Aitken and Internet Archive, 2013, pp.1–764). In the aftermath of the Brixton riots, there were efforts to implement policy changes aimed at reducing racial antagonism and improving social and economic conditions. These policy were put in place to address discrimination in areas such as educations, housing and employment. It can be seen that these policies have an effect today because the BME housing associations that were founded in the late 1980s due to the institutional racism and discrimination in the UK’s housing market, thirty years on still continues, even while under pressure from funding (Gulliver, 2017). However, it can be seen that homelessness within Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities has still risen from 18% to 36% in the last two decades (Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, 2012). 
The riots were covered extensively in the media, making the issues faced by the Brixton community a national and international issue. This coverage shaped public views and created  discussions on race and inequality. The sociologist William and Dickinson (WILLIAMS and DICKINSON, 1993) expand on this point by suggesting that 30% of newspapers coverage was crime. This has a negative impact on the community as it creates fear in the community. This is because the awareness given by the media creates a disproportionate view of the crimes for regular people (Klein, 2021). 
As a consequence of the Riots, the reconsiderations of policing strategies was integral. A number of changes were made, these include aspects such as efforts to improve community policing, improving relationships between the police and the community and confronting the issues of racial profiling and police brutality (Jefferson, 2012). The police were under a lot of scrutiny from the public, so these measures were essential to reform trust. After the riots, the UK government introduced new legislation aimed at reducing discrimination and promoting equality as well as strengthening existing legislation.  For example, The Equality Act was implemented to address discrimination in employment, education, and housing. The old stop and search law Section 4 of the Vagrancy Act 1824 was changed to Section 1 of the police and criminal evidence act 1984 (Johnston and Marsh, 2022, pp.1–275).
As well as new legislation, efforts were made to establish relationships between the police and community. On the government side they created engagement and outreach programs were created to help bridge the gap that exists. Furthermore, policies aimed at tackling unemployment, poverty, and economic equality were implemented as a response to the riots (Jefferson, 2012). However, challenges such as income differences and access to opportunities are not easily solvable and are still a problem to this day. Whereas on the communities side, their riots demonstrated the need for justice, equality and an end to systemic This activism contributed to a wider movement for civil rights and social justice in the UK that continues today (Millward and Takhar, 2019). 
In the UK there has been an increased focus on promoting diversity and inclusion in many institutions. Efforts were made to address these gaps in representation. For example, many universities have introduced contextual schemes which allow those from underprivileged backgrounds to access higher education. The media has changed a lot over the last 40 years, and after the Brixton riots, additional attention was given to issues of diversity and representation. Social media and other technologies have played a large part in this change, but challenges remain like stereotypes and underrepresentation and in some cases social media is causing more division thanks to echo chambers that cause toxic beliefs to become more and more intense (Terren and Borge-Bravo, 2021).
In conclusion, the Brixton riots were caused by the police which meant that the community didn’t trust them so they acted out against the police which lead to a vicious cycle of mistrust and abuse, that culminated in the riots. There could be many reasons why either side could have believed they were wronged or needed to respond and therefore the lack of communication created this cycle. After the riots, the police and the government had to respond to prevent damage to local business and homeowners totaling to a cost of  7.5 million pounds (BBC, 2019).
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