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Rationale; 
The following studies are based on a questionnaire, looking at how the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London students’ general experiences with using Virtual Learning Environments (VLE) specifically Moodle.
The questionnaire is also at the bottom of the assignment for further analysation.

Objectives; 
To find out how frequent the attendees of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus use the VLE. 
To find out on average how long students will spend on the website on average- each time they log on. 
To find out how useful students find the information that they get. 

Methodology; 
The first method that I shall be using is a mixture between open and closed questions. Each one of the pupils will have the choice whether they want to disclose personal information or if they would prefer to be kept confidential. I aim to have at least 30 participants from different years. Although participants will be chosen at random, it will be important to make sure to get a mix of both genders. 
I also aim to have around 7-9 questions only, in order to keep the participants engaged and so they do not get put off by the amount of time that they will have to spend.
I have also converted questions 1and 2 into a pie charts, so the information is more transparent to the reader. 
In addition to examine the results from the 30 participants chosen, 15 male and 15 female does gender have a part to play set aside from the final analysis.
My second method is to research secondary data about virtual learning environments and study multiple websites and books to compare my information and analyse the data found within my conclusion.



Primary Data Analysis;


The results that are shown in the graph above are not surprising, 50% of people log onto Moodle 5 days a week, whereas 33% log onto it 2-4 days a week and a small percentage of 17% only log into it none or 1 day a week.


Again, the results shown above show that more than half of the participants spend the medium amount of time using the Moodle site. However, 34 % of these students spent a significant amount of time on Moodle. Whereas the remainder a small percentage spend the least amount of time.

All primary data that has been collected was provided by my 30 participants who were chosen at random. All participants that were chosen were voluntary so that they felt that they had a choice. By doing this, I feel that the answers that they provided would be more honest and open. This is shown by diagram 1&2. 
In addition to the above, I also provided a range of open-ended questions which asked for the participants opinions and views. An example of one of these questions being ‘Do you find that you are able to access your coursework information easily?’. Around 52% of the participants had a negative view on this question, with one participant even stating that ‘they found that the site was ‘too cluttered’.  
To analyse all the information that was provided by our participants, we can note that although they spend a medium amount of time using the website, over half of the participants had a negative experience with using it.
Another question that was asked to our participants is “If you needed support on how to use Moodle, then do you know who you can turn to? State why”. A lot of the results came back again, as quite negative. Over 42% of participants mentioned that they did not know who to turn to when needing help, with one participant even mentioning that they knew who to turn to however, they felt that “they would not get a response for a long period of time”. Also due to but there being two campuses in London, the IT department has to commute between both establishments and are only available on specific days, which caused issues for some students that do not acquire I.T skills to communicate via email and have difficulties with this method of learning as some people are kinaesthetic learners.
From the data collected when students answered the question 6
· When you are researching information for your course, what is first source of information? If it is not Moodle? Please state why you chose this as preference? 
Most students implied that they would gather all the information they needed from the lecturer and take photos when allowed to, by doing this and filming the lecture on there phones they’ll be able to still commit to their course work and maintain knowledge of the tasks given. Some participants state that the internet gives them a broader understanding and Moodle is only good for the task description and submitting work apart from this the internet can provide everything that is needed.
Question 7 was not comprehended initially the way I intended due to the lack of responses this question was skipped by the majority 63% even though this was a closed question. However, the remainder of students noted that they did not do this. 
Another question that I received a good response from was, “What is your overall view on VLE (Virtual Learning Environment.) Do you feel that they are helpful?”. Over 60% of the participants mentioned that they did find that VLE was helpful. To extend further on this, one participant mentioned that they found “the idea to be good, but still something that needs to be worked on”. Another participant mentioned that VLE was useful as they felt that they were “able to study in their own time”. 
Although there was a vast amount of negativity that was shared within the questionnaire, there was also a lot of positives that one can take away regarding VLE. 

Furthermore, I believe it is important to look at the questions individually, it is also important to make sure that I also elaborate on other factors that contribute to my findings.  An example of this was the target audience. In my own analysation of the participants I compared the results separating the two genders; male and female and I implemented the information into a graph comparing the findings of which gender utilizes Moodle more efficiently. 


[bookmark: _GoBack] Secondary Data Analysis;
Researching into VLE using different types of secondary sources gave me insight into the views of a larger range of participants as well as from books, reports, etc. 
Firstly, it was vital to gain a good definition of Virtual Learning Environment. The definition of VLE which was taken from (Weller, 2008) as “an enterprise, institution-wide system used by a variety of educators to deliver a range of sources.” 
When researching the overall attitude and opinions towards Moodle, it seemed that it was always defined or mentioned in a positive way. (GOODALL and Press, 2016) suggests that VLE overall is beneficial as it allows for its students to independently access resources.
(Barajas, 2003) mentioned Virtual Learning Environments to be useful for communicating between students and tutors as well as students from across the world. Through the effect of Virtual Learning Environment, a student can learn from anywhere in world and still be in contact with their tutor who may live in a different country. (Barajas, 2003) also goes on to mention that there are many different methods where one can communicate including online quizzes and self-tests. the elaboration on this suggests that he is more in favour of Virtual Learning Environments rather than against.
Further study on virtual learning highlighted that there are also negatives. a Virtual classroom is only as good as the technology behind it (The Advantages and Disadvantages of Virtual Learning | CIF Training, 2018).
 Technology issues are often infuriating but this can be very disruptive if they arise while in simulated attendance you might spend more time repairing your connection than learning the material. 
 Therefore, solo experience learning may occur when a student may need clarity on a question it is not automatically available. In a simulated learning environment, this might be postponed as the person who should answer the question is only online 
also, for this method of learning students, will have to be self-disciplined for those who are susceptible to procrastination this for of learning is more difficult  

 Conclusion/Recommendation;
There are many pros and cons that one take away from the results from the conducted questionnaire. All in all, I feel that there was is a substantial number of participants that answered my survey who do Moodle on a regular basis- taking into consideration that there are occasions where in order to complete the course, Moodle is compulsory to use. 
When asking questions relating to the quality and quantity of time that participants spend on Moodle, a large majority of the questions that I asked were either multiple questions or closed questions. Moving forward, it would be beneficial to ask open-ended questions rather than closed questions. By asking open ended questions, it would allow me to gain a better insight into the participants opinions and thoughts. 
When looking at the statistics of how many people answered question seven; although they were initially quite shocking, on reflection, I feel that there is a lot of factors which I can take into consideration in order to better the question next time. The first factor which will be changed, is the way that the question is worded. I believe students may have interpreted the question as slightly intrusive. 
 In addition to the above, I feel that also giving the student an additional couple of lines to allow them to elaborate on this answer will also be beneficial. 
I have evenly contributed my questionnaires between the two genders; male and female. My findings showed that females tend to spend more time using the Moodle site whereas males tend to spend less. Although my findings were useful for this small sized task in hand, if I wanted to look at these findings in more depth; it would be better to ask a larger size of participants. 
Furthermore, there are two separate bases within the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London. I carried out my research on only one the university establishments which means that I have not collected the overall view of students. In order to better my findings, it would be better for me to collect research from both university sites. Noting that there are many factors which could result in how students find experience on Moodle (i.e. environment, social group, etc.), this will also be something which would need to be investigated when carrying my research on a larger scale.
My findings on virtual learning environments online where very positive about its effects to the education system implying that more people can learn and there are less barriers like commuting, building overheads and its more environmental friendly due to the lack of paper consumption used by education facility’s. However, this initiated me to research on the negatives which where like some feedback I received from my primary data analysation.
Through research and study I have come to the conclusion that virtual learning environments are beneficial for education in the near future but still needs to undergo crucial screening and updates to cater to all learning styles and to find a server that is not prone to technical difficulties’ apart from this, virtual learning will become an asset to education as the world moves forward with technology.     
	1) On a weekly basis, how often do you log onto Moodle?
· 0-1 days
· 2-4 days
· 5 + days

2) When logging onto Moodle, how long do you tend to spend?

· 10 – 30 minutes
· 30 – 50 minutes
· 60 + minutes
 
3) Do you feel that you have received enough support on how to use Moodle? State why.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) If you needed support on how to use Moodle, then do you know who you can turn to? State why.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Do you find that you are able to access your coursework information easily? State why.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6) When you are researching information for your course, what is first source of information? If it is not Moodle? Please state why you chose this as preference. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7) Do you actively take part in all of the of the extra-curricular tasks on Moodle?
· Yes 
· No


8) What is your overall view on VLE (Virtual Learning Environment.) Do you feel that they are helpful?
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1)	On a weekly basis, how often do you log onto Moodle?	
0 -1 days	2 - 4 days	5 - days 	1.5	3	4.5	


2)	When logging onto Moodle, how long do you tend to spend?	
10 – 30 minutes	30 – 50 minutes	60 + minutes	1.5	5.0999999999999996	3.4	

