Good morning, everyone I am Yvonne and I am going to deliver a presentation today on The UNCRC and advocacy. 

Advocacy is to represent a person, to speak for them and give support, to help you to get your voice heard and to negotiate on your behalf.
There are many types of Advocacies which include volunteer advocate, legal advocate, citizen advocate and self-advocacy. They all work for the same outcome. However there some barriers that you can face which include fear, age, lack of confidence, not knowing where to go for help, unable to afford legal advocacy or even a communication barrier. 

So the UNCRC stands for the United Nations Convention On The Rights Of A Child. The UNCRC is a very important document that was passed by the United Nations in 1989 and was ratified in the UK in 1992. The UNCRC is made up of 42 articles which outline the rights of children. These are the rights that every child should have regardless of where they live. 

The four core principles which the UNCRC is built on are:
1. NON-DISCRIMINATION
2. BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD
3. SURVIVAL AND DEVELOPMENT
4. RIGHT TO BE HEARD

The UNCRC are often divided in to 3 sometimes 4 groups which are known as the 3 or 4 Ps. These are Provision, Protection and Participation with sometimes Prevention added as the fourth.  So provision is to share information, Protection is to shield from certain acts and participation means to express yourself and have a voice. 

The UNCRC is in place to ensure that all children and young people’s voices are heard and that they are able to have a say in all aspects of their life. The UNCRC advocates on all principles of the life of a child but for this presentation I will be discussing several articles that I feel are very important. 

I will start with article 2. All children have these rights, no matter what.  So, age, gender, race, disability and so on makes absolutely no difference. This right is diverse and covers all children, all over the world. No child should be discriminated. As it states in the National Occupational Standard, Its to treat young people with respect and to involve young people in decision making. Advocacy is linked to this article as we have to advocate for all young people to be treated fairly regardless of anything. These values and principles are the centre of the work carried out within youth work and underpin this standard. 

The next Article is article 12 Your right to say what you think should happen and be listened to. It is important to allow the young people to have a say with what is going on and have a chance to ensure that they have all the relevant information needed to come up with the best possible outcome. It is also important that all other persons involved have enough information in an informal format to ensure that the young person understands the outcome of what is going on and what will happen. Advocacy is linked to this as we have to ensure that the young person is aware of what is going on and that their voice is heard with any decisions that are made, ensuring that all information provided is suitable for the young person to understand, and for us as advocates to speak up for the young person, work alongside them enabling them to identify their needs and to help make plans and take action towards achieving this. 

Article 31 Your right to relax and play. I think this article speaks for itself. This article is meaningful to me personally. I live in a cul- de- sac with no park and a lot of children live here, in the summer, they all like to play outside and rightly so, however we have 2 houses at the bottom who don’t share the same outlook. A few years ago, it was a summers evening, and I could hear the children out playing when the next thing I heard is a man shouting, naturally I went outside to see what was going on, one of our neighbours was screaming at the children not to play out in the street, he was swearing and making hand gestures to the children who were clearly scared. I had to go and speak up for these children. I tried to calm the man down and explain that it’s a public area and the children had every right to play. Eventually he walked back into his house and the children continued to play after some encouragement. Children need to be able to play safely and I’m pleased that this is a right that cannot be taken away. Not being able to play can affect the well-being of a child, we as advocates must ensure that children can play and relax without having abuse thrown at them, to ensure that playing will help their physical health and mental health. 

Article 36 You should be protected from things that could harm you. Some of the forms of harm can include sexual abuse, deprivation, and physical abuse. We as advocates must speak up for the young people and ensure that they are not taken advantage of or used in crimes or even used in social media that they are unhappy with, we must advocate and get them heard. 

Article 42 The government must let children and families know about children’s rights. Politicians and leaders who make a difference must pay due regard to the UNCRC. All the articles listed in the UNCRC should be made clear to all children, young people and adults. If young people, children or those that work with them are unaware of their rights how can we ensure that they are upheld? Young people need to be in control of their lives as much as they can allowing its safe for them to do so. I feel that the children’s rights is not out there enough and maybe more should be done in schools, youth clubs and clubs. This information should be shared, and children should be informed of their basic rights that they have in society. I feel it would be very beneficial if we could find ways to make the children’s rights more accessible to children. 


While the UNCRC provides these rights for children from birth up to the age of eighteen, in some countries the UNCRC can not be ratified due to not having a recognised government. 
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