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AIM(S)
1. To provide students with an opportunity to study some of the wide variety of literary texts produced by in the Renaissance.
1.  To place those texts firmly against their philosophical and socio-cultural background.
· 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to: 
1. Show a secure understanding of the interplay between politics, social ideologies and writing;
1. Demonstrate a secure knowledge of a range of Renaissance texts and genres;  
1. Exhibit a secure understanding of key themes in Renaissance texts; 
1. Demonstrate an ability to discuss the texts from a variety of perspectives.
CONTENT
This module will cover a range of dramatic and poetic writing from the Renaissance. It will examine this work in its historical and cultural context, in order both to provide students with a secure knowledge and understanding of the literature of the period and to demonstrate some of the theoretical currents flowing through contemporary Renaissance criticism. Special attention will be paid to some or all of the following:
1. the relation of form to meaning;
1. the relation between politics and writing;
1. questions of social and political instability;
1. religious controversy;
1. gender and power;

Set texts may change from year to year but are likely to be taken from the work of the following: Aphra Behn, Margaret Cavendish, John Donne, John Ford, George Herbert, Ben Jonson, Thomas Kydd, Christopher Marlowe, Andrew Marvell, Thomas Middleton, John Milton, Thomas Nashe, William Shakespeare, Mary Sidney, Philip Sidney, Edmund Spenser, Henry Vaughan, John Webster, Mary Wroth, Thomas Wyatt. 
ASSESSMENT
Coursework 					60%
Bibliographical exercise (1000 words)		20%

One essay (2500 words) 			40%		
Examination 					40%			
Examination  (1½ hours)			 40%	
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