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For this presentation, the topic of discussion was the use of body worn cameras (BWC). The areas that will be discussed are the advantages and disadvantages of BWC, how effective are they and how the police and the public have responded to them. BWC have made a impact on the number of complaints made against the police. Ariel et.al (2015) can support this view as a trial that was done over a 12-month timescale saw a decrease in complaints made against the police. The average rate of 0.7 per 1000 people dropped to 0.07 per 1000 people which is a large decline. This statistic is supported by PeopleSafe (2021) who found that police who wear BWC on shift had 93% reduction in complaints made against them, specifically the Met police who are arguably one of the most questionable and bigger forces in the UK. Even they saw a 33% reduction in complaints made against them by the public.
Another advantage which has emerged from the use of BWC is the reduction in use of force and police brutality. As the Met police (2021) explains that these cameras capture audio and visual footage of every incident an officer deals with on shift. Body Camera (2022) suggest that it’s been beneficial in stopping unlawful use of force, with 50% reduction in force used by police officers on duty which arguably guarantees lawful use of police powers by officers. also there is 90% increase in guilty pleas due to the validity of the evidence gained from BWC. Looking into the integrity of BWC footage and how its used in vital investigations. Body Camera (2022) state that the footage can be used by police officers and lawyers to prove a claim or to clarify the truthfulness of a statement made by victims, witness, suspects and even police officers. Perrin and Eccleston (2020) supports Body Camera (2022) with videos showing suspects assaulting police officers in clear view. The footage of the suspect spitting on the officer was used to further the charge of that suspect with assault a police officer. 
Cases where BWC footage has been used to stop not only criminals from escaping justice but also the police themselves. Cases such as the George Floyd incident, (BBC News 2021).  According to Corley (2021), there were multiple angles of the incident caught on cameras from BWC officers that were present. Another case was three police in officers in Baltimore in America were caught from their own BWC planting fake evidence at a crime scene, (Hendry and Barajas 2017). What Hendry and Barajas point out is that this incident was caught in the 30 seconds prior to activations with audio, meaning that every BWC starts recording footage 30 seconds prior to audio being recorded as well. This was how the Baltimore police were able to capture this offence.
 But the question of police discretion has come into the mix. If officers should be allowed discretion on when they turn on and off their camera. Sutherland (2017) argues that allowing police discretion on the use of BWC is a downward slope which could lead to bigger issue long term. Sutherland (2017) did find that assaults on police officers increased when officers did have BWC on. Sutherland (2017) did point out though that it differs depending on police officers use of discretion in situations.  
Data protection can be seen as an advantage as there are plans in progress that prevents any information, footage, or audio of a person from being tampered with. Under the data protection act 1998 (Home office 2022), it’s clear that under this act all footage captured must be lawful, accountable, and necessary for the investigation and no footage is to be used in a way that breaches privacy grounds of an individual. The Information Commissioner office (2008) can support this with guidance stating that the data that is uploaded to the system must only be kept for a legally intended purpose. What the guidelines also stipulate which is shared by the met police (2022) and the information commissioner office (2008) is that all footage is kept for a period of 31 days after which is deleted unless it is being used for an ongoing investigation. As well as that to protect the public, no officer can tamper with the footage caught on their camera. Supposedly this protects the person being recorded but also the officer themselves in case a false statement is given by the individual.
The behaviour of the public around police has improved in a positive way. A study in Newcastle from 2011 found that a poster with a set of male eyes with a caption saying “Bike thieves: We are watching you” seem to effect the number of thefts on bikes with a 62% decrease, Hollywood (2017). Looking a bit closer, Hollywood (2017) suggest’s that police officers who wear BWC have more positive interactions with the public in comparison to police without BWC.  Guza (2016)’s data shows that officers who didn’t wear a BWC had a 10% higher stop and searches which had mixed views on in comparison to police wearing BWC which had a 13% increase in interactions with the public which were seen as a positive outcome. Overall the cameras saw a 25% increase in being seen as an effective police tool. 

Overall its shows that BWC have had an overall positive impact on policing and has been a  vital tool in many major cases that have happened recently more so. What the data has shown is that there are still improvements to be made in regard to when the cameras are turned on and off in regards to discretion of the officers. However from what Guza (2016) said about the positive interactions with the public increasing since the use of BWC. Or What Corley (2021) and Body Camera (2022), BWC has seen as an add on to the types of evidence available and BWC have become a major type of evidence which has helped reduce police brutality and miscarriages of justice from taking place. The only area that needs to be looked at in this tool is trusting police officers in their use of discretion and lawfulness when using BWC in incidents. 
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