Samuel Lawrence - The Cistercians In The Middle Ages – Portfolio – Section B

A Commentary On The Extract From The Carta Caritatis
[bookmark: _Hlk88845553]The Carta Caritatis, translated, literally, as ‘paper on love’, is one of the founding documents of the Cistercian Order, acting as their monastic constitution; setting out the customs of all Cistercian houses.[footnoteRef:1] Written, originally, by Abbot Stephen of Cîteaux, the only extant versions – the Carta  Caritatis prior, Carta Caritatis posterior  and the Suma Carta Caritatis – are believed to be updated versions of the original, and a simplified variant for novices, respectively, however the dating of these is disputed.[footnoteRef:2] The extract itself originated from the Carta Caritas prior, and details the procedure for the aftermath of the death of the abbot at Cîteaux.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  J. R. Beard & C. Beard, Cassell’s Latin Dictionary: In Two Parts. I. Latin-English; II. English-Latin, (London, John Cassell, 1854), p.59, & p.52.
, & J. Burton, & J. Kerr, The Cistercians in the Middle Ages, (Woodbridge, The Boydell Press, 2016), p.21.
]  [2:  Exordium Cistercii: The Beginning of Cîteaux, trans. by Anonymous, (2021),  http://abbey.cistercian.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Exordium-Cistercii.pdf [Accessed: 01/12/2021].
, Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, p.21, & p.30.
, & G. Constable, The Reformation of the Twelfth Century, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1996), p.38.
]  [3:  C. H. Berman, The Cistercian Evolution: The Invention of a Religious Order in Twelfth-Century Europe, (Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010), p.56.
] 

[bookmark: _Hlk89441600][bookmark: _Hlk89441453]The extract  has probably come from an early revision of the Carta Caritas, with minimal change. Consider the following; ‘the brethren of the New Monastery are to send three messengers to the abbots,’. The contents here speak to the organisation of the Cistercian monks, but the words used are rather more interesting. Note the use of ‘the New Monastery’, to refer to Cîteaux, and the reference to ‘the abbots’, meaning the abbots of Cîteaux’s daughter-houses. ‘New Monastery’ typically refers to the monastery at Cîteaux in its early stages, as a way to distinguish it from the old monastery – for many of its earliest monks – at Molesme.[footnoteRef:4] In that context it is fairly effective, it conveys that the monastery at Cîteaux is new, but it is markedly less serviceable in the context of a Cistercian congregation which is proliferating; when the customs of  Cîteaux are being mimicked by daughter-houses, the house ceases to be the new, distinct, independent entity evoked by the term ‘New Monastery’. Despite this, the extract does refer to the ‘New Monastery’ in the context of a proliferating Cistercian congregation, it specifically mentions the abbots of daughter-house in that same sentence. This suggests that the extract comes, with minimal change, from one of the earliest revisions of the Carta Caritatis. Certainly, were it an addition introduced in 1152, with the Carta Caritatis prior, it would have used ‘Cîteaux’ to refer to the abbey instead, a name in common usage by that time.[footnoteRef:5] Indeed, being as ‘Cîteaux’ began to be used as early an 1119, this passage may even come from  Abbot Stephen’s original.[footnoteRef:6] At that time the Cistercians were beginning to proliferate, the first daughter-houses were founded in the mid-1110s, but – especially considering that Abbot Stephen originally came from Molesme –  it was still early enough in Cîteaux’s history for the idea of it as, and hence the name of, ‘the New Monastery’, to have some relevance.[footnoteRef:7] This being so, this extract would seem to originate from the Carta Caritatis in its earliest form, and to have seen minimal change over subsequent revisions. [4:  E. R. Elder, The New Monastery: Texts and Studies on the Earliest Cistercians, (Collegeville, Cistercian Publications, 1998), p.167.
]  [5:  Constable, Reformation, p.38.
, & Elder, The New Monastery, p.167.
]  [6:  Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, p.21.
]  [7:  William of Malmesbury, William of Malmesbury’s Chronicle of the Kings of England. From the Earliest Period to the Reign Of King Stephen, trans. by J. A. Giles, (London, George Bell And Sons, 1895), p.347.
, & Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, p.21.
] 

 There is some suggestion that the Carta Caritatis was first written, and left unchanged, earlier than 1119.[footnoteRef:8] Reasoning that, because of omission of Morimond in the list of the three abbeys, La Ferté, Pontigny, and Clairvaux, to which messengers must be sent when the abbot of Cîteaux dies, the Carta Caritatis was first written before Morimond was founded, with this section being unchanged from that time.[footnoteRef:9] Considering that Morimond, though it claims to have been founded in 1115, is now believed to have been founded at a later date – around 1117 – it is possible for the writing of this part of the Carta Caritatis could predate it.[footnoteRef:10] Considering, again, the use of ‘New Monastery’, and the fact that, even in 1119, ‘New Monastery’ was being superseded by the name ‘Cîteaux’, a particularly early dating is not impossible.[footnoteRef:11]  [8:  Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, p.24.
]  [9:  Stephen Harding, Carta Caritatis, trans. by Ordre Cistercien de la Stricte Observance, (2016), https://ocso.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/EN-Carta-Caritatis.pdf [Accessed: 01/12/2021].
]  [10:  Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, p.24.
]  [11:  Elder, The New Monastery, p.167.
] 

However the reference to further abbots to whom messengers might be sent, ‘or more should they wish to do so – and are to gather there as many as they can summon within fifteen days’, might dispute this. This reference to other abbots indicates the existence of multiple abbeys beyond the main three, such as those which began to proliferate between 1118, and 1121.[footnoteRef:12] These houses would not have existed to be referenced, were the Carta Caritatis written before Morimond was founded, even if it was founded in 1117. A simpler explanation for the specific omission of Morimond is that it might be considered amongst the others, the unnamed houses which’s abbots could go to Cîteaux when its abbot dies, but didn’t have to. Why they should have precedence over Morimond might, logically, be explained by the task they are there to do, to elect a new abbot of Cîteaux: The Carta Caritatis is a constitution, it is meant to be a practical guide, and, in any election scenario, odd numbers are more practical; they mean that there is always a majority to favour, or oppose, any given motion. Considering also the religious significance on trinities, the omission of Morimond is not sufficient basis for the notion that this extract substantially proceeds 1119.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, p.25.
]  [13:  C. Bourgeault, The Holy Trinity and the Law of Three: Discovering the Radical Truth at the Heart of Christianity, (Boston, Shambhala Publication Inc., 2013), pp. 24-37.
] 

The extract seems to have come, relatively unchanged, from the 1119 version of the Carta Caritatis presented to Pope Callixtus II.[footnoteRef:14] As discussed, linguistic evidence suggests it earliness, indeed 1119 is one of the latest dates at which the part of the Carts Caritatis could have been written, the name Cîteaux Abbey – which is not used in extract – falling into general use at around that time. But the reference to other houses, beyond the first generation of daughters, would seem to preclude the possibility that it could substantially predate 1119, as historians Burton, and Kerr imply in their discussion of the omission of Morimond. Ultimately, this commentary’s analysis considers the 1119 dating for the earlier parts of the Carta Caritatis to be accurate, with this extract being an early part. [14:  Burton, & Kerr, The Cistercians, p.30.] 
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