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· Work in groups 
· Look at the given scenario 
· What difficulties might this child be facing?
· What could you do to support this child?
· How would you support the family?

Bobby is two years and three months old; he has an older sister in year two and lives in local authority accommodation with his mum. The family have lived in the area for six months following a period of time in a domestic violence refuge; mum is depressed and struggling to cope with Bobby.
Katie is the second youngest child of a family of eight children, she is eighteen months old. She lives with mum and occasionally her Dad in Local Authority accommodation specifically converted to house the family. Mum is pregnant with child number nine.
Jane is two and a half years old; she lives with her older brother who has Autistic Spectrum Disorder, mother and father. The family claimed asylum in Wales from Africa and have lived in the country for six months. Both children have albinism and visual impairment through the condition.
Kane is three and a half years old, he and his mother and father moved to Wales when he was one from Poland. Mum works 12 hour night shifts and Dad works twelve hour day shifts. The main point of contact is mum, mum has limited English. 
Chloe lives at home with her mum and is two years old; she has an older brother who is in the custody of her maternal grandmother. Mum has a history of drug and alcohol abuse with frequent relapses, lives in Local Authority housing. 
Cameron (age three) lives at home with his Mum, Dad and two older siblings both in full time school. Mum and Dad both work part time in in the local area but are struggling to make ends meet. Cameron is withdrawn and emotional Cameron’s oldest sibling has started getting into fights at school.
Sophia is two years old and has Down’s syndrome; she lives at home with her mum, dad and three older brothers. The family have lived in the area for generations and have a large family network in the area; dad has struggled to accept his daughter has a disability.
Daria is four and lives in a block of flats with her mum and dad. Dad has been in and out of prison since Daria was born for various offences, mum has previously been caught shoplifting. When dad is out of prison he lives with mum and Daria
Alice is two and lives with her Dad; this is the family’s first Local Authority home having previously lived in a Gypsy Traveller community. Mum initially moved with the family but suffered with bipolar disorder and alcoholism, mum left six months ago following an altercation at the home with some neighbours requiring the police to be called. Mum has not been seen since and Dad is taking care of the children full time. Dad has mild learning difficulties. 

Natalie Macdonald (2016)
School of Early Years
UWTSD

