[image: Logo of UWTSD Moodle 2021/22]:



BSc Health and Social Care
Module: Community Care and Development
Module code: BMHP6022


Title: Medway Council










Student Name: Carlene Campbell
Student ID: 1908537
Lecturer: Chizoba Esio-Bassey









Contents
Introduction	2
History	3
Diversity and Demographics	4
Medway Issues	5
Medway Strategies for Combating Crime	6
Dahlgren and Whitehead (1991) model of the determinants of health	7
Reducing Health Inequality	8
Strategies to reduce health inequality	8
Policy and Practise	9
Reference	9









[bookmark: _Toc112622716]






Introduction

In this report the Medway community has been chosen and a summary of the features and demography will be explored. Also, a brief history will be investigated. Primary purpose of this report is to recognize two separate developmental efforts within this community and examine the methods used to convey the necessary information. Reasons will be chosen to show there has been a reasonable quantity of attempt to the extended inclusivity of operations and programmes with details about the use of media and social communication to convince the community of the following message. Subsequently recommendations will be provided on how the review of these techniques would be tailored to suit a progressively digital environment.

[bookmark: _Toc112622717]History
[bookmark: _Hlk110262798]Medway is historically important to Kent and England because of the strategic position of the town that is in the beginning of the river. Which is known as the “Medwege,” it was also given the name Vaga by the earliest Britons, the Saxons later added “mad,” meaning “middle,” as the river ran throughout the middle of the sphere of Kent (Storage King, 2020). The river Medway is also a contributing factor to innovation and advancement. The first worldwide test of a submarine oil pipeline was conducted in 1942 the development was called Operation Pluto, one of the pipelines had been laid across the Medway (Storage King, 2020).
Several historic sites are Rochester cathedral which is Britain second oldest basilica. Chatham naval dockyard was a powerful defence for the country and having a significant role in international trade. It also houses three universities collaboration on a single campus in Chatham, University of Greenwich, University of Kent, and Canterbury Christ Church (Ratcliffe H, 2010).

[bookmark: _Toc112622718]Diversity and Demographics
The estimated population of Medway as published in June 2020 was 279,142 which was approximately five hundred people more than 2019. This was 0.21% growth. For six years Medway population growth was lower than the rest of the boroughs in Kent as well as the rest of the Southeast, Wales, and England. The population in Medway consist of younger people than the rest of England and has more working class and less elderly people. Medway has had a low growth rate over the last four years (ONS, 2021). A third of the population in Gillingham, Wayfield, Luton, Chatham Central and Strood consist of people under 25 years of age. On the other hand, Rochester, Horsted, Wigmore and Hempstead and Rainham has the highest number of elderly people over 65 years (Medway, 2021).
In comparison to the rest of England, Medway has a lesser number of adults over the age of sixty-five, with Medway being 16.1% and England 18.4%. Also, Medway has a greater number of young people aged between zero and fourteen years and people ages between fifteen and twenty-four years than the rest of England (Medway, 2021).
The ethnicity in Medway is broken down as follows 86% White, 5.2% Asian which includes Chinese and Asian-British. The relative amount of the residents in Medway that are White is more than England but less than in Kent, even though the variations are not substantial. There are no considerable variations in gender ethnicity (Medway, 2021). 
The largest community in Medway is Gillingham with a population of 19,871 residents and the smallest community is Cuxton with only 6.596 residents (Medway, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Hlk111412010]Relocation into Medway has decreased since climaxing in 2011 and 2012 and people leaving the borough has increased significantly but this has caused a reduction in growth over the past years (Medway, 2021). The borough has seen a curve of the flow people moving in which has contributed significantly to the growth. However, there has been an increase of people moving out from Medway into neighbouring communities. As a result of the inward flow being lower than the outward flow, the general growth level has reduced substantially. The primary areas of relocation out of the borough since 2018 were Maidstone, Gravesham, Canterbury, Swale and Tonbridge and Malling (Medway, 2021).

[bookmark: _Toc112622719]Medway Issues
Medway council is facing various issues in areas of housing, fly tipping, crime, and health and wellbeing to name a few. The housing target set by the government for Medway was not met and so the councillor for Medway issued a statement in January 2021 expressing his disappointment and as a result Medway endorsed the government’s scheme to reduce the target to deliver 20,000 homes instead of 28,300 (Medway, 2021). However, the two crucial issues that the focus will be on is reducing health inequality and combating crime. 
The crime rate in Medway is rising as shown in statistics from Kent police. Gillingham has a crime rate of 58 and the total crime rate in 2021 was one hundred and eleven crimes for every one thousand residents with the most frequent being sexual and violence. Compared to the overall criminal offence rate in Kent, Gillingham’s crime rate is 21% better but on the other hand compared to England, Ireland and Wales, Gillingham is ranked 22nd as one of the most dangerous towns. Gillingham has the highest rate of burglary in Kent as recorded in 2021 (Crimerate, 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk112001362]Rochester is within the top five most treacherous town in Medway with a crime rate of one hundred and eight crimes for every one thousand residents. The crime rate in Rochester has decreased by approximately one thousand between 2020 and 2021 compared to the previous year (Crimerate, 2022).
In 2021, Rochester had the worst criminality rate in all of Kent with crimes reported in association with robbery, shop lifting, anti-social behaviour, bicycle theft, violence, and sexual assaults. Fifty-five reported crimes at the rate of 0.83 per one thousand people. Sexual assaults and violence were the most common in Rochester, giving a criminal offence rate of 58 with 3,833 assaults recorded in 2021 which was 8 percentage more than 2020. There has been a decline of 27% for bicycle theft making it the least frequent crime. Medway has developed strategies for crimes fighting (Crimerate, 2022).
 
[bookmark: _Toc112622720]Medway Strategies for Combating Crime
Since August 2022, twelve businesses in Rainham have joined the multinational community event along with police officers from the ‘Medway Task Force’ who are working together to help ladies and young girls feel more secure in Medway. The task force provides with advice on safety, tips on crime prevention to both locals and visitors (Kentpolice, 2022).
[bookmark: _Hlk112458601]Locals and visitors have been given private security gears such as counteract alcohol spiking gadget, purse chains, alarms and high-visibility protection devices. These were also given to children and teenagers (Kentpolice, 2022). Officers have also spoken to more businesses about the Medway Safe Spaces scheme and several more businesses have expressed interest in joining. This programme makes sure shops provide people with a safe place if someone is feeling sick, confused, lost or been a victim of criminal activity (Kentpolice, 2022).
The businesses that take part in the scheme show a sticker in the window for people to know the business is taking part in the programme, and individual can go to the shop and called for help then the personnel can then notify the emergency service if necessary (Kentpolice, 2022). Medway Task Force and Medway Community Safety Partnership launched the scheme following over £190,000 of funding has been secured for this and other projects. This event also reiterated the Kent Police work in progress which will help to combat violence against girls and women (Kentpolice, 2022).
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Dahlgren and Whitehead (1991) model of the determinants of health


[image: Dahlgren and Whitehead (1991) model of the determinants of health]
[bookmark: _Hlk112460216]
The Dahlgren-Whitehead rainbow is a model for fixing the inequality that assigns relations between an individual, their health and the environment. It was developed by Göran Dahlgren and Margaret Whitehead in 1991 and puts the individuals in the centre, with different layers of health impact that surrounds them, such as individual lifestyle considerations, community influences, life and work conditions, and general social circumstances. This model continues as one of the most efficient examples of factors affecting health and had extensive impact in research into health inequalities and affects (Patient-Safety-Learning, 2021).


[bookmark: _Toc112622722]Reducing Health Inequality 
[bookmark: _Hlk112609001]Medway council has adopted the Dahlgren and Whitehead, 1991 theory to enable the people of Medway to comprehend their potential by avoiding ill-health, improve education, and provide health and social care services to every class of people (Medway, 2021).
The poorer class of people in Medway experience more A&E visits at the hospital, long-term sickness, and a higher death rate. Not only are health effects higher among the poorer people, but the disparities also follow a slope, and the response should follow a slope also. For example, compared to the national population, people with learning difficulties, those who were incarcerated, those in the military forces and mental health issues have a considerably low life expectancy. This explains the need for health and wellbeing facilities, or conditions should be available to everyone with special effort being made to those who are less fortunate (Medway, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc112622723]Strategies to reduce health inequality
There are policies and strategies that apply for the different people groups as well as local health teams who cooperate with the diverse groups where necessary. Action needs to be taken to diminish health inequality by improving everyday life issues, health and wellbeing care and confronting the contributing factors of health for the poorer class in Medway. This will also lead to reduced cost of healthcare for the social care scheme. The Fair Society publication issued an article on strategic review of health inequalities in England after 2010. This publication reviewed the effectiveness in confronting inequality in health (Medway, 2021). 
Different interventions will have a quick effect, whereas others will take more time to influence health inequalities. The Strategic Review of Health Inequalities in England post 2010 (Marmot Review), The publication Fair Society and Healthy Lives, has examined the evidence regarding what has been successful in combating health inequalities. To reduce the health inequality disparities Medway focuses on the social determining factors of health. Medway also use a variety of policy and practice (Medway, 2021).


[bookmark: _Toc112622724]Policy and Practise 
Policies adopted by Medway to accomplish established goals. The new Medway Local Plan, Medway Local Plan 2003, Development Plan policies, National Planning Policy Framework, the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Medway Local Plan Deposit Version 1999 and Medway Towns Local Plan 1992 (Medway, 2021).
[bookmark: _Hlk112617365]In May 2003, The Medway Local Plan 2003 was approved and was launched replacing the Medway Towns Local Plan 1992 and the Medway Local Plan Deposit Version 1999. Medway is presently working on a new Medway Local Plan which includes the Development Plan policies from a variety of plans, together with the Medway Local Plan 2003. The new plan will replace the 2003 plan.
The National Planning Policy Framework provides the national policy guidance defines the Governments planning policies for England and how those are utilized. Alongside Local Plan Policies, which provides policy base for consideration of application development. 
Medway Digital
YouTube: the channel was created in 2017 and has 701 subscribers. There is a video with information on how residents in Medway can received free health checks and learning disability health check.
Facebook: News and information from the council and service updates, a better Medway -information and public health advice
Twitter: News and updates events and visitor information for Medway, 
Instagram: Enjoy Medway, sports, youth service and entertainment
Website: council tax and benefit, leisure and library, schools and learning, social care and health, and waste and recycling.
Medway also has a press and media centre which manages the relationship with media national, regional, and local council also assist with media enquiries.


Recommendations 
The Medway media office should be the first point of contact for reporters. They should be prepared to assist locals and make plans for a suitable person to be made available for them to speak with (Medway, 2022). Another recommendation that Medway could implement is making crime stop information available to the public on their website and their social media platforms to raise awareness in the local communities. For example, residents as well as visitors would have access to information on which shops in Rainham are participating in the Safe space scheme (Kentpolice, 2022). 
Conclusion
We have explored Medway Council and some of the issues they face, and strategies implemented to combat the issues. The strategies and policies are beneficial to both residents and council but there is scope for improvement. Recommendations have been made which could improve the schemes that are already in place. Medway is heading in the right direction in terms of the policies which are in place and it is evident that in the future with the right changes, it will be beneficial to residents as well as the council.
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