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Contact details: helen.a.griffiths@uwtsd.ac.uk 
AIM(S)

· To examine a range of educational research methods. 
· To develop an understanding of research design and implementation.
LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

· Evaluate the ethical implications of carrying out research with children and young people in a variety of educational contexts. 

· Demonstrate a critical awareness of various research methodologies that are relevant to education and their strengths, weaknesses and limitations. 

	

	Teaching and Learning Strategy

The module aims to maintain a balance between the theory and practice of education through a range of strategies. Discussion, lecture, group work and self-directed study are used to meet this need. Tutorials also give the students the opportunity to discuss relevant issues and to gain individual, formative feedback regarding their work and assignment. 
The sessions for this module will consist of face to face lectures, synchronous learning and asynchronous activities.  The lectures will give students the opportunity to develop the skills of careful listening, reflecting, summarising and analysing.  They will cover the major theories, debates and areas of research critical to the module.

The tasks and reading provided need to be completed in order to support your knowledge and understanding of the topics covered in this module. It is vitally important that students study the reading and complete these tasks as they will be used in the seminar. The strategies in this module have been selected on the basis that they will not only help you to learn but provide models for different approaches to learning.

Learning and Teaching Tool
Moodle
This is our central repository for all the module materials you will need for this module. Make sure you check this regularly.
Microsoft Teams
This is the platform we will use to support your online learning with us. All students have access to Teams as part of their Office 365 student subscription and module tutors will assign you to a team before you start your studies with us on the module. We will mainly use this for any synchronous online teaching sessions as well as for any additional online tutorials or apps that we would like you to have access to.
We may also use the Teams chat function to communicate with you and we also encourage you to use this as a way to support peers as well.

MODULE TIMETABLE
Week 1

S1: Introduction to module and assessment

What is research?

S2: Research ethics

S3: Qualitative data

Asynchronous

S4: Reading task – see Moodle

Week 2

S5: Quantitative data

S6: Data collection methods

S7: Interpreting data

Asynchronous

S8: BERA / UWTSD research guidelines

Week 3

S9: Academic poster planning

S10: Workshop – my L6 independent project  / Level 6 panel

S11: Tutorials

Asynchronous

S12: Reflective practice




Note: All materials for the sessions will be available via Moodle (Please familiarise yourself with these before and after each session), online teaching sessions will be held via Microsoft TEAMS.
MODULE ASSESSMENT:

Assessment Component 1 – 100%

15 minute oral presentation with accompanying slides or academic poster (equivalent to 2000 words) 
  
Your presentation should demonstrate a critical awareness of various research methodologies that are relevant to education and their strengths, weaknesses and limitations. Your presentation should also evaluate the ethical implications of carrying out research with children and young people within a variety of educational contexts. 
You should support your presentation with either linked slides or an academic poster that clearly shows the points discussed.
Suggested structure 

Introduction : A brief overview of why research is important in education e.g. its significance in improving teaching and learning... 

An introduction to the objectives of the presentation 
Main Body: An overview of your preferred methods for discussion e.g. qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods... 

Discussion on the importance of choosing appropriate research methods based on a research question(s) 

An explanation of ethical considerations when planning research and when obtaining ethical approval e.g. informed consent, confidentiality, harm minimisation... 

Consideration of strategies to reduce bias and maintain integrity in research. 

Identify common challenges when conducting ethical educational research e.g. participant recruitment, data collection... How can these challenges be reduced?

Remember: Carefully consider the presentation of your poster/slides. Are your points clearly expressed? Do you use a desired colour scheme? Are there any images carefully chosen to reflect the text? 

Have you referenced appropriately? 

Do you primarily use academic journal articles/academic books to support your points? 

Do you confidently present to the camera? 

You're talking around your points – don't read your posters/slides word for word. 

Try to speak to your audience.

Reading:

It is important to remember that you are reading for a degree in education. The more you read, the more the concepts and ideas will make sense to you. Teaching sessions are not all-inclusive; they are designed to give you an insight into a specific aspect of the topic and won't give you all the answers. It's up to you as a student to make the most of your learning experience by reading around the topic as well as regular attendance in class. In addition to this, you may be asked to come to sessions after reading certain material or after undertaking certain tasks. When this happens, it is imperative that this is done.

READING LIST
	Module Code
	ECES5020C

	Module Title
	Ymchwil Addysgol / Education Research

	Category
	Reading List Items
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Clark, A., Flewitt, R., Hammersley, M. and Robb, M. (eds.), (2014) Understanding research with children and young people. London: SAGE.
	☒

	Essential 
	Harcourt, D. and Sargeant, J., (2012) Doing ethical research with children. Maidenhead: Open University Press/McGraw-Hill.
	☒

	Essential 
	Sharp J, (2012).  Success with your Education Research Project (2nd edition.). London: Sage.
	☒

	Further
	Alderson, P. and Morrow, V. (2004) Ethics, Social Research and Consulting with Children and Young People. Barkingside: Barnardos
	☒

	Further 
	Bell, J. (2010) Doing Your Research Project: A guide for first-time researchers in education, health and social science. 5th ed. Mc Graw Hill : London
	☐

	Further 
	Christensen, P. and James, A. (2008) Research with Children: Perspectives and Practices. 2nd ed. Oxon: Routledge
	☒

	Further 
	Cresswell, J. W. (4th edition) (2014) Educational Research: Planning, Conducting, and Evaluating Quantitative and Qualitative Research. Pearson Education International.
	☐

	Further 
	Etherington, K. (2004) Becoming a Reflexive Researcher: Using Ourselves in Research London: Jessica Kingsley.
	☒

	Further 
	Greig, A., Taylor. J. and MacKay, T. (2013) Doing research with children : a practical guide London: Sage
	☒

	Further 
	Kay, E., Tisdall, J. and Gallagher, M. (2009) Researching with Children and Young people: Research design, methods and analysis. London: Sage
	☐

	Further 
	Kellett, M. (2010) Rethinking Children and Research: Attitudes in contemporary society. London: Continuum
	☐

	Further 
	Koshy, V. (2009) Action Research for Improving Educational Practice, (2nd edition) London, Paul Chapman Publishing.
	☒

	Further 
	Kumar, R. (2014) Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners. (4th edition). Sage Publications: London.
	☐

	Further 
	McNamee, M. & Bridges, D. (2002) The Ethics of Educational Research, Oxford: Blackwells.
	☒

	Further 
	McNiff, J. Lomax, P. & White, J. (2009) You and Your Action Research Project, 3rd edition London: Routledge Falmer.
	☐

	Further 
	Muijs, D. (2011) Doing Quantitative Research in Education with SPSS, 2nd edition, London: Sage.
	☒

	Further 
	Thomson, P. (2008) Visual Research with Children and Young people. London: Routledge
	☐

	Further 
	Wilkinson, D. (2000) The Researcher’s Toolkit, London: Routledge.
	☒
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