DBA students preparing for qualitative pilot studies in business/management

Activity 1: Protocol Development
- Complete the Interview Protocol Development Matrix (Table 5) for your research
- Map each question to research objectives and literature support
- Include probes and justifications
- Review with supervisor for alignment and clarity

Activity 2: Documentation Framework
Create templates for:
- Field notes
- Interview reflections 
- Transcription guidelines
- Coding schemes
- Modification tracking logs

Activity 3: Quality Assessment Workshop
In pairs:
- Conduct 20-minute pilot interviews using protocols
- Evaluate using provided matrices
- Document:
  * Question effectiveness
  * Flow/timing issues
  * Cultural appropriateness
  * Probe effectiveness

Activity 4: Protocol Testing Cycle
- Test with 3-5 subject matter experts
- Collect structured feedback using Table 9 framework
- Refine questions based on feedback
- Document changes and rationale
- Validate revised protocol

Activity 5: Implementation Planning
Create detailed plan addressing:
- Required documentation
- Internal/external review process
- Initial testing approach
- Refinement procedures
- Quality criteria verification
- Cultural considerations

These activities align with UK academic requirements and emphasise systematic documentation for doctoral research.
