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This report will evaluate the reasons ‘for’ and ‘against’ the return of the death penalty in the United Kingdom. The current use of the Death Penalty in the United States will be explored, to discover the positive and negative outcomes of this process. This will enable a fair report. Collins Dictionary (2019) defines the death penalty as ‘the punishment of death used in some countries for people who have committed very serious crimes’. Various arguments and opinions will be considered throughout this report to ensure that there is a fair argument. 
Eldridge, A; Hurley, C. (2018) states in their article ‘A measured Approach to the death penalty’ that there is an ongoing struggle in society to promote a safe community. That this is the reason why the death penalty may be looked upon positively as a means of controlling people’s behaviour. This could imply that the death penalty is used to prevent offending which would benefit the community, by making it a safer place.
However, Fox, N (2018) says that ‘Capital punishment in the US is characterised by extreme arbitrariness and randomness.  There is no apparent reason why the State kills some people, but not others.  Serial killers and mass murderers regularly escape the death penalty, while others end up on death row for no apparent reason other than bad luck’. This does not support Eldridge and Hurley’s statement as they would suggest it is a positive process.  Fox, N (2018) also claims that ‘The death penalty system in the US is characterized by the opposite of randomness – race and class are the determinative factors that land someone on death row. Generally, the lethal combination of a white victim and a black defendant is what leads to execution, while there are no rich people on death row.  Countless studies have verified this combination of arbitrariness and racism’.  There are concerns about the benefits of the death penalty as mentioned above. It is discussed that the death penalty system could be used as a racist tool, and also an individual could be wrongly accused of a crime.
This debate is furthered by Cholbi M, Madva, A, (2018) who agree with the racism shown within the death penalty process they write of the Black lives’ movement. This has called for reform in the death penalty to what it calls ‘the war against Black people’ and black communities in the United States. This evidences the racism involved with this process. Various studies indicate that a black capital defendants are more likely to be subject to execution than defendants of other races, also it is argued that those who murder blacks are less likely to be subject to execution than are those who murder members of other races. This argument highlights the racism which may usually be overlooked.
Another researcher Bell, C (2018) found in the research they were completing on the influence of attractiveness on the death penalty decision making process. That the attractiveness of a person does not influence the decision making however the research surprising found that the race of the defendant did affect the likelihood of the respondent selecting the death sentence which concurs with both Cholbi M, Madva, A, (2018) and Fox, N (2018). 

 





Bandes, S (2018) concludes that a coherent, principled doctrinal capital punishment doctrine is not possible and states that ‘Capital punishment as practiced today is best understood not in light of its religious roots, but in light of its other US precursors; slavery and the use of lynching to enforce a racial caste system after slavery was abolished.
Donohue, J. (2006) In the research paper ‘Uses and Abuses of Empirical Evidence in the Death Penalty’ raises the questions ‘does the death penalty save lives and offer a substantial deterrent?’, the conclusion to this research found that there is profound uncertainty that it does. This implies that the death penalty does not benefit society as it is being used as a substantial deterrent. As mentioned by Eldridge, A; Hurley, C. (2018) the death penalty is supposed to be used to provide safer communities in society. However, this argument would imply that it is being used as a racist tool to unethically and unfairly punish individuals. 
Eldridge, A; Hurley, C (2018) findings are that major issues can be found in both the implementation of the death penalty and the basic procedure they recommend that  ‘‘In order to deal with problems such as racial bias, wrongful convictions, and proportionality of the crime to the punishment, several additional safeguards must be put into place throughout the litigation process’.  A further recommendation from the findings of this report are that there is a need for further research to highlight what these safeguards are and how these can be implemented throughout the litigation process.
In conclusion of this report there is a major indicator that power and control have a major impact on the decision-making process relating to the death penalty. Also, there is very little research to suggest that the death penalty has any substantial positive attributes. The overwhelming research evidencing the correlation between race and being awarded the death penalty is evidence enough for a need to revise the system to ensure safeguarding of vulnerable defendants. 
Throughout the analysis of the research it became apparent that the people making the decisions about the death penalty were given a tool that could be used for power and depending on their own views and beliefs may not use the tool in an ethical or moral way. The individuals making the final decision for the use of the death penalty may be biased and could potentially be inflicting their thoughts and values on the process. This could then result in individuals being punished unfairly. The recommendation of the report is to relook at the procedures and processes of how the death penalty is given and instil safeguards to protect the vulnerable. Also, to ensure that the process is not being used for racial discrimination.
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