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Critically Evaluate the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) that Works within Poverty and Hunger Areas that Value Human Dignity and Rights








	The topic of this assignment is based upon, how an international organisation can work with those in need; valuating a person’s human dignity and values. Specifically, this piece of work will be focusing on global poverty and hunger, through the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI; 2019). This will begin to explore how poverty can affect ones rights and values, using OPHI’s organisation to engage and improve the lives of those suffering. Human dignity is defined as “an individual or group's sense of self-respect and self-worth, physical and psychological integrity and empowerment” (Duhaime, 2019). In relation to those living in poverty, a lot start to lose this side of their human development, due to losing their self-worth and respect. Those living in poverty worlds do not feel they have access to everyday needs and wants, so they begin to lose hope and lose their physical and psychological wellbeing. Helping to gain this back, organisations like OPHI has the opportunity to provide support and guidance to get them the physical and psychological help, that they deserve. Human value is also defined as “the virtues that guide us to take into account human element when one interacts with one other human beings” (Srivastava, 2017). These values could be an effect to ones bonding and reassurance; power, security, self-direction, achievement etc. In relation to those suffering with poverty-related issues, most do not understand their personal values, and would like help to engage themselves to feel more humane, throughout their everyday lives. 
	OPHI is a hunger-related organisation, which is built upon a methodological and economic framework to prevent multidimensional poverty. In most countries, multidimensional poverty is used to understand those living in poverty, and the reasons why, e.g. lack of clean water or electricity, poor health, lack of income. “Income poverty does not show health or education or social deprivations, nor does its reduction reduce them” (OPHI, 2019). The first theme categorised in OPHI research is Multidimensional poverty. It helps to measure income poverty, both globally and nationally. Statistics have shown that all the countries analysed, in relation to income poverty and its deprivation variable, results suggest that 9.7% of these countries are persistently poor income wise as well as being deprived (Maitre, 2004; OPHI, 2019). However, people experiencing income poverty are seen to have a higher percentage in European countries overall, compared to those just suffering with deprivations. OPHI’s multidimensional poverty is to be evaluated in Europe by 2020 (Maitre, 2004; OPHI, 2019).   
OPHI’s research groups have created a measurement for multidimensional poverty, known as Alkire-Foster (AF) method (OPHI, 2019). The AF method was created by Sabina Alkire and James Foster (2019), to help identify the levels of poverty. This method would count deprivations that people would experience and putting them into different indicators and levels of poverty. It is a unique type of measurement as it distinguishes between, those whom may have one or two deprivations and those who suffer maybe five plus deprivations, all at the same time. There are three common uses of the AF method, when measuring poverty; “poverty measures” – national, regional or international measures of deprivation by distinguishing the indicators people may be experiencing. “Targeting of services or conditional cash transfers” – method created to interrupt deprived people in different ways. “Monitoring and evaluation” – this method uses monitoring, when keeping an eye on the programme’s effectiveness over time (OPHI, 2019).  
	Missing dimensions of poverty data is another theme categorised by OPHI, when understanding the types of poverty and their experiences with deprivations. OPHI have identified five missing dimensions of poverty: “Employment quality” – unemployment, low pay. “Empowerment” – acting under compulsion within one or more domains. “Physical safety” – victim of violence. “Ability to go about without shame” – humiliated or isolated. “Meaning and satisfaction” – dissatisfaction, alienating (OPHI, 2019). Missing dimensions of poverty data (MDPD) would develop surveys and methods to help examine these five missing dimensions that appear important for those living in poverty: 
Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) is used as a national representative, which measures population that provide information on health, nutrition and demographic indicators, e.g. family planning, HIV/AIDS, Malaria, early childhood mortality, maternal and child nutrition and health etc. Core Welfare Indicators Questionnaire (CWIQ) is another example of MDPD. This survey is used to understand indicators of social welfare. It normally involves employment, health, education, household assets, poverty predictors etc. The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS, 2009-11) was once established by UNICEF organisation, but has been valuated through OPHI. The survey references its findings to children’s wellbeing, and covers the following indicators: child health and malnutrition, mortality rates, literacy and education, HIV/AIDS etc. The Living Standard Measurement Survey (LSMS) was another survey used to examine the living standards in relation to poverty indicators; income poverty, unemployment, low levels of education and health. Sadly, most of the surveys are still missing out the five dimensions of poverty (explained above) and therefore, is not being identified when measuring rates of poverty. 
	Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) was developed by the OPHI and the United Nations Development Programme. It was used to develop an understanding of the dimensions of poverty, within deprived countries. Global MPI has been helping over 105 countries, which is home to 77% of the world’s population. Sadly, 23% of this population are understood as multidimensionally poor (OPHI, 2018). Statistics have shown, in relation to the Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), India has reduced its poverty rate from 55% to 28% in ten years (2005/6 and 2015/16; OPHI, 2019). Whilst the progression is expanding increasingly, India is still a country that has the largest among of people living in multidimensional poverty (364 million people; Global MPI, 2018). OPHI has provided research and help to India’s poverty-related indicators to reduce these percentages over the recent ten years. Throughout this desperate time, 156 million of these deprived were children, 271 million people moved out of India between 2005 and 2006 (OPHI, 2018). 
	The Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative has launched another organisation known as MPPN (Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network). It was established in Oxford in 2013, to gain support for “policymakers who are implementing an MPI or are exploring the possibility of developing multidimensional measures of poverty” (MPPN, 2013). It was once founded by Mexico’s National Council for the Evaluation of Social Development Policy, Colombia’s Department for Social Prosperity, and the OPHI. It was launched into society by President Juan Manuel Santos of Colombia, a professor and high-level representatives from Mexico, as well as, sixteen other governments. This network aims to identify the measurements of poverty-related experiences, from those living in deprived areas. The MPPN also works to enhance public legislations, to improve technical plans, bigger focus and a greater effectiveness when reducing multidimensional poverty. The MPPN was founded, due to the overwhelming request from policymakers for information on the measures of multidimensional poverty (MPPN, 2013). Overall, the MPPN is a well-known Network created for governments and policymakers, so they could keep track of their countries multidimensional poverty rates. Having this Network set up, can keep all governments up to date with OPHI’s research, and the deprived individuals living within their countries; Mexico, Colombia.  
	OPHI is a charitable organisation, which accepts support from multiple benefactors from around the world: Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), UNICEF, country offices of Europe, World Bank, UK Department of International Development (DFID), and many more. It also has support from countries like Germany, Costa Rica, Islam, Canada and America. Even individuals are able to donate however much they would like, on the University of Oxford’s online giving page. These supporters and their funding’s help to advance OPHI’s research into overcoming poverty; “by combining rigorous academic research with practical outreach. OPHI advances sustainable development research while engaging in policy in ways that directly serve the poorest people” (OPHI, 2019). 
	Overall, the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI) is one of the most worldwide organisations that help those living with poverty. As this organisation has helped over 100 countries, it still has many issues that need resolving, especially the five missing dimensions of poverty: : “Employment quality; Empowerment; Physical safety; Ability to go about without shame; Meaning and satisfaction” (OPHI, 2019). Even though there are many themes made throughout this initiative (improving rates of poverty), there are still issues being fought, in countries like Costa Rica and India. The OPHI has expanded so much, since its establishment in 2007. It has opened its economic framework to countries all around the world to help support poverty related dimensions, and those in these deprived situations. In regard to Costa Rica, more than 1.1 million people live in poverty (Household Survey; Tico Times, 2015). In 2015 around 21.7% live in minor poverty areas, lowering by 0.7% since 2014. Even though there are many disadvantages to poverty organisations, in relation to human dignity and human values, OPHI has made a huge impact in countries that suffer with extreme poverty rates. OPHI is a strong organisation and helps to represent what poverty is really like and how often it can affect a person’s dignity and value. 
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