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	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Aim- Determine the correlation between adverse childhood experiences and criminality in adolescence/adulthood.
Objective1-Explore the negative outcomes associated with adverse childhood experiences.
Objective 2- Review existing literature to identify the likelihood of criminality in adolescence and adulthood where aces have been present. 
Objective 3-Evaluate public awareness of adverse childhood experiences and the links with criminality.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs), such as abuse, neglect, and household dysfunction, have been shown to significantly increase the risk of criminality in both adolescence and adulthood (Felitti,V.J., et al.,1998). Research indicates that individuals who have experienced one or more adverse childhood experience are more likely to engage in violent crimes and other delinquent behaviours in adolescence and adulthood(Anda ,R.F.,et al.,2006).The varying underlying mechanisms that may link adverse childhood experiences and criminality can range from the normalisation of violence, and conflict, impaired emotional regulation, an increased level of impulsivity, stemming from traumatic childhood environments(Breslau, N., et al.,1997).Additionally, adverse childhood experiences can disrupt cognitive and social development, leading to a greater likelihood of engaging in delinquent behaviour and criminal activity(Widom., & Maxfield,M.,G.,2001).There are some common themes linked to adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) and criminality, specifically regarding how the two can be connected, whether trauma can be viewed as a root cause of the problems, the coping mechanisms and the ongoing cycle of trauma and addiction, Zarse et al (2018) discussed the maltreatment and adverse effects that can come alongside ACEs such as substance misuse in adulthood and adolescence. Aces gave a significant impact on health both at the time and going on further into adolescence and adulthood, Balio and Greene (2018) discussed the impact that they can have on overall health and the likelihood of criminality taking place. Hertel (2023) discusses the act of breaking the cycle linked between Aces and criminal behaviours such as substance misuse, stating that there is “a close causal link and cyclical nature between ACEs and substance misuse” (Hertel,2023) the close connection between the two, has a negative impact on the rest of those involved. The increased risk of criminality following Aces, can be seen from living in a household where a member behave delinquently or committed criminal offences with an elevated risk of  their being a transmission of these behaviour cycles. Adverse childhood experiences are recognised predicting factors of substance misuse and addiction, they can have profound effects on every aspect of a child's development. Research has indicated that exposure during their childhood to things like abuse and neglect alters the brains development and has been shown to increase the likelihood of substance misuse (Grudo et al,2021)Aces can be a major risk factor for the developmental stages of substance misuse disorder, as well as faster progression to severe substance addiction, (Bogetic,2023).Protective factors are an important method are  used to moderate the long term implications that adverse childhood experiences can have on the children. Although the factors have been seen to positively impact the negative outcomes, there is still a link between adverse childhood experiences and poor health, substance abuse and other negative long-term impacts going into adulthood such as routes of criminality(Crouch et al,2018).Adverse childhood experiences have many negative outcomes, such as mental health issues, physical health issues, social and behavioural problems and increased substance misuse(Andra et al,2006).These negative outcomes can cause further issues going into adulthood and basic achievements.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH-SURVEY METHOD:

Floyd and Fowler (2014) state that survey is an efficient method to gaining both quantitative and qualitative data, by asking personal opinions and questions relating to numerical factors such as age, having the ability to measure public opinion and gain the knowledge of statistics regarding. Questionnaires are a versatile and effective way of implementing research methods to collect data and for most individuals are a familiar and easy way for the to respond, however, the preparation can be very time consuming (Iwaniec,2019).Questionnaires can be created through many digital platforms such as good or word and can be distributed via social media. This form of research method has a structured format to enable standardised data collection, enhanced reliability and the ability to compare responses with ease (Babbie,2016).

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK
The intended participants, accessed through existing social media platforms. The intended participants are the public over the age of 18 and British citizens, to gain their perspectives on the aims and objectives regarding adverse childhood experiences and substance misuse.
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