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[bookmark: _Toc175647939]Abstract
This dissertation examines the complex question of whether all UK police officers should carry firearms, with a particular focus on the implications for Wales within the broader UK context. The research is based on an extensive review of the literature, using both primary and secondary data. There is an assessment of the historical armament policies of the UK police, a review of the present policy, and an examination of approaches adopted by other countries. Arguments for and against police arming their forces are reviewed, and there is consideration of the effect of terrorism and extremism on what is ‘good’ policing, as well as the assessment of the public’s perception and trust in policing. A series of conclusions demonstrate that the ‘traditional British approach to policing, which has come under increasing pressure as the nature of the threats faced evolves’. The literature is assessed as raising serious concerns that the cultural implications of introducing police arming would potentially be detrimental to relations between the police and the community and would undermine the fundamentals of policing by consent. A series of recommendations conclude a thoughtful essay identifying a ‘paucity of research on the Welsh context within the wider debate on policing by firearms in the UK’ and a vocal rationale for what appears to be a residual cultural disposition towards unarmed policing in the UK.
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[bookmark: _Toc175647940]Introduction
The future of policing in the United Kingdom is at a critical crossroads –where the longstanding cultural tradition of British unarmed policing collides with the new security quandaries of the 21st century. While the UK remains a notable international outlier in its practice of unarmed policing – with the majority of police officers carrying no weapons and firearms being allowed only among designated specialist units – the situation might be changing.
However, the oversight of UK policing and firearms policies is rising quickly. The National Police Chiefs’ Council report (2024) that around 5 per cent of police officers in England and Wales are allowed to carry firearms, mainly in specialist Armed Response Units that undertake policing for high-risk situations. These teams respond to firearms and other dangerous incidents. The Home Office (2024) report paints a more nuanced picture: while armed police operations increased slightly, actual live discharge of firearms by officers remains extremely low.
This context frames the central research question: "Should all UK police officers carry firearms?”
This study aims to critically examine this question through the following objectives:

 •	To critically analyse the current policies and practices regarding police use of firearms in Wales and the wider UK.
•	To evaluate the possible implications of issuing firearms to all police officers in Wales, in terms of crime rates, officer safety, and public perception.
•	To compare and contrast the police arming issue in the UK, with other countries, to see what lessons can be learnt and what the implications might be.

There is an existing body of work on the policing of the UK: this is diverse and sometimes contentious. Some scholars, such as Reiner (2010) frame the historical development and cultural nature of policing in the UK as essentially unarmed, but other works more recently – such as Balestrini (2021), apply a more nuanced view to balance the historical tradition with contemporaneous threats to the security status of the state. Finally, more comparative works, such as Köllen (2016), educate us with insights into how policing develops across countries internationally. The lack of consideration for specificities in Welsh and UK contexts is a noteworthy void in the existing literature.
Following the introduction, the second section focuses on the Literature review that underpins the discussions of this topic; how the police became armed, the current policies being used to handle this issue, international comparisons of police use of arms, and also the key debates that have taken place, specifically regarding whether there should be more police armament and should the police carry guns. The third section will then show and explain the methods that were used in the literature review and the analysis of the gathered data. Then moving into section four, the data and results section, will provide an overview and synthesis of key themes, while evaluating the evidence with this helpful method. The conclusions will tie up the key findings and then address the research questions from the beginning and define arguments as to why some are valid and why some are not valid when considering the arguments posed on police community opinion, policing, and international differences. The final section will provide a framework for necessary policy changes, as well as a suggestion for useful future research in relation to the issues discussed in the whole paper. 






[bookmark: _Toc175647941][bookmark: _Toc175647942]Literature Review
Historical Context of UK Police Armament Policies
This chapter aims to explore and critically examine the key issues surrounding the ongoing debate about whether all UK police officers should be routinely armed. The primary objective is to provide an in-depth understanding of the historical, cultural, and practical factors that have shaped the UK’s traditionally unarmed approach to policing, while also addressing the evolving security threats that may necessitate a reevaluation of this policy. In particular, the review will highlight the unique context of Wales, considering its regional policing dynamics, community relations, and distinct identity within the broader UK framework.
The chapter will address several key questions: To what extent should the UK's historic commitment to 'policing by consent' influence current debates on armed policing? How have international policing models and comparative experiences from countries like the US, Norway, and New Zealand informed the UK’s approach? Furthermore, what role do public perception and community trust play in shaping policies regarding the arming of officers, particularly in Wales? Finally, it will explore the impact of contemporary security threats, such as terrorism and extremism, on the practical and policy considerations surrounding armed policing.
By reviewing existing literature on the subject, this chapter seeks to synthesize the arguments both for and against arming all UK police officers, and in doing so, assess the potential consequences of such a policy shift for officer safety, public trust, and community-police relations. This analysis will ultimately contribute to a broader understanding of whether the UK's current model of policing, including the Welsh context, can adequately address the evolving demands of modern law enforcement while maintaining the country’s long-standing policing principles.

The idea of ‘policing by consent’, long a cornerstone of the UK’s philosophy of policing, is a product of history, and dates back to the establishment of the Metropolitan Police in London by Sir Robert Peel in 1829. As Reiner argued in 2010, Peel established the Metropolitan Police by emphasising the reliance of public consent on the vagaries of political will, and by ensuring that arming the new police would be seen as evidence of a repudiation of his model. That principle has remained foundational to British policing philosophy. As Holdaway (1995) & (2014) long history of policing in the UK shows, although the option to arm the police with firearms existed at the inception of policing, it was politically magmatic as well as normative purposes: policing was intended to be distinguishable from the military, as police should not be encouraged to escalate the violence of encounters with potential offender/s.
The history of modern-day armed policing in the UK has undoubtedly been shaped by major historical incidents and evolving threats. Jennings et al (2021) explain how armed response units began to emerge in the 1960s, following rising gun crime and, the evolving threat of IRA terrorism. This period in the history of British policing was a pivotal one, and required the police to balance their traditional, unarmed approach, with an increased need for security measures. As Jarvis (2019) reported, the threat of IRA violence, particularly in the 1970s and 1980s, prompted significant rebalancing of police procedure and armament. As Squires and Kennison (2022) adopted, the emergence of specialist firearms units in this period represented a pragmatic response to new security threats. Welsh policing broadly mirrored the trajectory of its English counterparts but retained certain distinct characteristics. As Jones (2018) notes, slower rates of urbanisation and distinctive cultural identity had an impact on the development of police forces in Wales, resulting in a more localised model that, while also changing, persisted longer than in England. This has left a lasting influence on community-police relations and armed policing.
Recent devolution shifts in policing practice in Wales have further reshaped the nature of policing. Jones and Lister (2019) suggest that, on the whole, the Welsh police mirror the English in terms of their structures and approaches – but that there is also an increasing emphasis on community-focused practices that reflect Welsh identity and cultural values. Abraham & Ceccato’s (2022) account of the emergence of ‘special firearms units’ among Welsh constabularies in the 1970s and ’80s reveals a complex public reaction. In essence, the appetite for some specialist armed policing was largely accepted by local communities, but at the same time, there was a reluctance to see overly militarised policing on the streets.
However, as the debate on arming police in the UK – and in Wales in particular – continues, it’s clear that any shift away from unarmed policing has to consider the legacy of a historical defence of this style of policing, the reality of current security threats, and the place of each region in the UK and its cultural traditions. The trick will be to stay faithful to the fundamentals of British policing while keeping up with the security demands of the 21st century.
[bookmark: _Toc175647943]Current Policies and Practices in the UK
The UK's commitment to unarmed policing continues to shape contemporary policies, with the National Police Chiefs' Council (2024) reporting that only 5% of officers in England and Wales are authorised firearms carriers, this is not including those authorised to carry taser which under law is classed as a section 5 firearm. This statistic underscores the enduring principle of minimum force in British policing, even as the security landscape evolves.
The Home Office's (2024) report on police use of firearms provides critical insights into current practices. In 2023/2024, there were 18,259 armed operations in England and Wales, marking a 3% increase from the previous year. However, firearms were discharged in only 10 incidents, representing a decrease from the prior year. This data suggests an expansion of armed response capability coupled with a continued rarity in the use of lethal force, aligning with traditional UK policing principles.
Bacon's (2022) analysis of the UK's tiered response system reveals a nuanced approach to modern policing challenges. This system, which incorporates non-lethal equipment for most officers, Taser-trained units, and specialised firearms teams, exemplifies the balance between effective threat response and the preservation of unarmed policing traditions.
In Wales, the implementation of these policies takes on distinct characteristics. The Welsh Government's (2024) policing statement emphasises community-oriented approaches while ensuring readiness for serious threats. This policy stance reflects the unique Welsh context within the broader UK framework, as explored by Jones and Lister (2019) in their study of devolved policing strategies.
Rogers’ (2013) research provides granular insights into regional variations across Wales, highlighting the adaptability of policing strategies to diverse urban and rural contexts. Their work demonstrates how local factors influence the application of national policies, a crucial consideration in the armed policing debate. Recent policy developments have further refined the UK's approach to armed policing. The College of Policing's (2023) updated guidelines on armed officer deployment emphasise de-escalation and situational awareness, reflecting ongoing efforts to minimise lethal force usage while maintaining necessary response capabilities.
Technological advancements have also impacted the armed policing landscape. Dymond's (2020) research on Taser adoption in the UK reveals that while these less-lethal options have been integrated into policing, they haven't significantly reduced the need for firearms units. This finding underscores the complex nature of use-of-force decisions in contemporary policing and the continued relevance of specialised firearms capabilities. The evolving threat landscape, particularly concerning terrorism, has influenced policy directions. As Staniforth (2022) notes in his analysis of UK counter-terrorism strategies, the need for rapid armed response capabilities has been balanced against the desire to maintain the overall unarmed nature of British policing. This delicate equilibrium is evident in the strategic deployment of Armed Response Vehicles (ARVs) and the formation of Counter Terrorism Specialist Firearms Officers (CTSFOs) in response to incidents like the 2017 London Bridge attack.
Current UK policing practices, particularly concerning armament, reflect a carefully calibrated approach that honours historical traditions while adapting to modern security challenges. The Welsh context adds an additional layer of complexity, demonstrating the importance of regional considerations in national policy implementation.
[bookmark: _Toc175647944]Comparative Analysis of Literature on Other Countries' Approaches
The UK's predominantly unarmed policing model stands in stark contrast to many international counterparts, offering a rich field for comparative analysis. Köllen's (2016) comprehensive overview reveals that while most European countries routinely arm their officers, approaches vary significantly, providing valuable insights into the impacts of different armament policies. The United States presents perhaps the most striking contrast. Zimring's (2019) examination of US policing reveals that routine armament, while potentially advantageous in high-risk situations, correlates with higher rates of lethal force use and diminished community trust. This raises critical questions about the potential consequences of adopting a similar approach in the UK. Between these two extremes, several countries offer alternative models. Hendy and Packham (2023) analyse Norway's approach, where firearms are typically locked in patrol cars, potentially offering a compromise between accessibility and the principle of unarmed day-to-day policing. Similarly, Terpstra and Salet (2021) explore the Dutch model, where officers are armed but rarely discharge their weapons, presenting another middle-ground solution.
Public perception plays a crucial role in these varying approaches. Yesberg et al. (2022) find that countries with a history of unarmed policing, like the UK, tend to have populations more resistant to routine armament, underscoring the importance of cultural and historical factors in shaping policing policies. The experiences of countries with similar policing traditions to the UK offer particularly relevant insights. Loadenthal’s (2022) study New Zealand's shift towards more armed patrols, providing valuable lessons in terms of public perception and officer safety that could inform UK considerations.
While comparative studies specific to Wales are limited, Jones’ (2022) research on regions with distinct national identities within larger states, such as Catalonia in Spain, suggests that Wales could potentially develop a unique approach reflecting its cultural and social context within the UK framework. This international perspective highlights the complex interplay between armament policies, cultural norms, and public trust in policing. It suggests that any changes to UK policing practices, particularly in Wales, would need to carefully balance security needs with deeply ingrained cultural expectations and regional identities.
While the UK's approach to police armament stands in contrast to many international counterparts, examining specific country models provides valuable insights. The United States, with its heavily armed police force, offers a cautionary tale. Zimring's (2019) study reveals that routine armament in the US correlates with higher rates of lethal force use and diminished community trust. This raises critical questions about the potential consequences of adopting a similar approach in the UK.
In contrast, the Norwegian model, as analyzed by Hendy and Packham (2023), offers a potential middle ground. Norwegian police typically keep firearms locked in patrol cars, providing quick access when needed while maintaining the principle of unarmed day-to-day policing. This approach could be particularly relevant to the Welsh context, with its mix of urban centres and extensive rural areas.
Japan provides another interesting comparison. Komiya (1999) attributes Japan's low crime rates and minimal use of police firearms to a culture of social control and community policing, which resonates with the Welsh emphasis on community-oriented approaches.
New Zealand's recent shift towards more armed patrols, as studied by Loadenthal (2022) offers valuable lessons in terms of public perception and officer safety. Their findings suggest that while increased armament may address certain security concerns, it can also lead to changes in public trust and police-community dynamics.
These international perspectives underscore the need for a nuanced, culturally sensitive approach to police armament, particularly in the context of Wales and the broader UK.
[bookmark: _Toc175647945]Synthesis of Arguments For and Against Arming All Police Officers
The debate over arming all UK police officers is complex, with compelling arguments on both sides. Proponents, such as Balestrini (2021) argue that universal armament could enhance officer protection in an increasingly unpredictable security landscape, particularly in terrorism-related scenarios. This argument gains traction in light of evolving threats and the need for rapid response capabilities.
Card & DiNardo (2002) suggest that the visible presence of armed officers could serve as a deterrent to violent crime, potentially leading to safer communities. However, the applicability of their US-based findings to the UK context, with its distinct policing culture and lower baseline of armed criminality, remains contentious.
The Home Affairs Committee (2024) notes that arming all officers could reduce response times in firearms incidents, a consideration particularly relevant in rural areas where specialized armed units may face longer deployment times. This aspect is especially significant in the Welsh context, given its mix of urban centres and extensive rural regions.
Conversely, opponents of universal armament present equally compelling arguments. Reiner (2010) warns that routine armament could fundamentally alter police-public relationships, potentially eroding the principle of policing by consent – a cornerstone of UK policing philosophy, particularly valued in Welsh communities (Abraham & Ceccato, 2022).
Squires and Kennison (2022) argue that arming all officers might lead to an increase in lethal force incidents, even unintentionally. They contend that more firearms in circulation, even among police, could escalate rather than de-escalate violent situations – a significant concern in the UK where gun violence is relatively rare.
Yesberg et al. (2022) highlight the potential negative impact on community relations, particularly in minority communities, which could hinder community policing efforts and reduce public cooperation with law enforcement. This concern is especially acute in Wales's diverse communities. Practical considerations further complicate the debate. Ola et al. (2024) question the feasibility of adequately training and maintaining firearms competency across all officers, a challenge potentially more pronounced in Wales's smaller police forces with distinct training needs. Economic factors also play a crucial role. The Police Foundation's (2023) cost-benefit analysis estimates a £1.2 billion price tag over five years to arm all officers in England and Wales, encompassing training, equipment, and ongoing maintenance costs.
Finally, Jackman et al. (2022) explore the psychological impact of carrying firearms on officers, revealing a mixed picture of increased confidence for some but heightened stress and anxiety for others. This raises important questions about the broader implications of universal armament on officer well-being and performance.
This multifaceted debate underscores the complexity of the issue, particularly in the Welsh context, where unique geographical, cultural, and operational factors must be considered alongside broader UK policing principles.
[bookmark: _Toc175647946]Impact of Terrorism and Extremism on Policing
The threat of terrorism has profoundly influenced debates on police armament in the UK, particularly following high-profile incidents such as the 2017 attacks in London and Manchester. Hendy (2012) observe an increased public acceptance of armed police presence in high-risk areas following these events, indicating a shift in public perception driven by security concerns.
However, this shift is not without controversy. Lowe (2022) cautions against reactionary policy changes, arguing that while terrorism poses a serious threat, it should not be the sole determinant of broad policing strategies. Instead, there is emphasis on the importance of intelligence-led policing and community engagement in countering extremism; approaches that do not necessarily require routine armament of all officers.
The evolving nature of the terrorist threat, including the rise of lone-wolf attacks and online radicalisation, has necessitated a re-evaluation of policing strategies. The Home Office's (2024) report on counter-terrorism strategies reflects this complexity, advocating for enhanced rapid response capabilities while stopping short of recommending routine armament for all officers. This measured approach is further exemplified in the updated CONTEST strategy (Home Office, 2024), which seeks to balance the need for flexible armed response with the principle of policing by consent. In Wales, the perception and impact of terrorism threats take on unique characteristics. Jones and Rhys (2024) find that while there is increased concern about potential threats across various Welsh communities, there remains a strong preference for community-oriented policing approaches. This aligns with the historical emphasis on community relations in Welsh policing and suggests that any changes to armament policies would need careful local tailoring.
The Welsh Extremism and Counter Terrorism Unit (WECTU, 2023) has developed specific approaches to addressing terrorism threats in the Welsh context, emphasising community engagement and intelligence-led policing. Their report suggests these methods may be more effective than increasing armed police presence, reflecting a nuanced understanding of regional security needs. Hoffman and Shelton (2023) provide a critical perspective on the impact of counter-terrorism measures, including increased armed policing, on civil liberties and community relations. Their work is particularly pertinent to Wales, where community cohesion is a key concern in policing strategies. They argue for a balanced approach that addresses security needs without eroding civil liberties and community trust.
This complex landscape underscores the challenge of adapting policing strategies to evolving terrorist threats while maintaining the core principles of UK policing, particularly in the distinct cultural and social context of Wales. The debate continues to evolve, reflecting the ongoing tension between enhancing security measures and preserving traditional policing values.
[bookmark: _Toc175647947]Public Perception and Trust in Police
Public trust is fundamental to effective policing, and the issue of armament significantly influences this trust. Davidson et al (2017) reveal a nuanced public attitude in Britain: general support for specialised armed units coexists with strong resistance to routinely armed officers. This dichotomy underscores the delicate balance between security desires and attachment to traditional unarmed policing.
In Wales, Rogers (2013) uncovered distinct regional variations in public opinion. Rural communities show greater resistance to armed policing compared to urban areas, reflecting differing crime patterns and a stronger emphasis on community-based policing in rural Welsh settings. This variance highlights the need for tailored policing approaches across diverse communities. The visibility of armed officers has complex effects on public perceptions of safety. Yesberg et al. (2022, p.889) find that while armed presence increases feelings of security in specific contexts like airports, it often leads to heightened anxiety in everyday settings. This contextual impact suggests that the perceived necessity of armed officers plays a crucial role in public acceptance.
Minority communities' perceptions add a critical dimension to this debate. Bowleg et al. (2021, p.837) report higher levels of concern about routine police armament among Black and Asian communities in the UK. Given Wales's increasing diversity, particularly in urban areas, these concerns are especially pertinent to discussions about changes in armament policies. Jackson and Bradford (2024, p.213) link trust in the police to perceptions of legitimacy, finding that the current model of limited and specialised armed response units generally maintains higher perceived legitimacy compared to routine armament models. This supports the notion that the UK's current approach, including in Wales, may be optimal for maintaining public trust.
In the Welsh context, Pritchard (2024, p.178) argues that police trust is intrinsically tied to perceptions of cultural understanding and community engagement. This perspective emphasises the importance of considering local cultural factors in any discussions about police armament in Wales. Recent quantitative data further illuminates public perceptions. A 2024 YouGov survey reveals that while 68% of UK residents feel safe with the current policing model, this drops to 52% when considering routinely armed officers (YouGov, 2024). In Wales specifically, a 2023 public consultation by the South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner found only 23% of respondents supported increasing armed officer numbers, with the majority favouring investment in community policing and crime prevention (South Wales Police and Crime Commissioner, 2023).
This complex landscape reveals the tension between addressing evolving security concerns and maintaining the principles of policing by consent. The Welsh context adds additional layers of complexity, with cultural factors, community dynamics, and local police-community relationships playing crucial roles. As the debate continues, it's clear that any changes to police armament policies, particularly in Wales, must carefully balance security needs, public trust, and the enduring principles of community-oriented policing. Future research should focus on in-depth studies of public perception in Wales, comparative analyses with culturally distinct regions, and exploration of how devolved powers might influence armed policing policies. Moreover, comprehensive data on the effectiveness of current armed policing strategies specific to the Welsh context is needed to inform evidence-based policy decisions.
[bookmark: _Toc175647948]Methodology 
The previous chapter provided the Literature review of the chosen subject matter of whether all officers within the UK should be armed, this chapter outlines the methodology employed in this research to explore the question of whether all UK police officers should be armed. The primary aim of this chapter is to provide a clear and detailed explanation of the research design, approach, and methods used to gather and analyse data. This study adopts a qualitative approach, combining a comprehensive literature review with secondary data analysis, in order to provide a nuanced and in-depth understanding of the issues surrounding police armament in the UK, as well as in international contexts where relevant.
The methodology chapter is structured to explain the rationale behind the chosen methods, the search strategy for relevant literature, the criteria for including or excluding sources, and the limitations of the research approach. By utilising a literature review, the research aims to critically examine existing scholarly work, policy documents, and perspectives on police armament, tracking the evolution of policies and practices over time. This allows for the identification of key themes, debates, and insights that shape the current discourse on armed policing in the UK.
Secondary data analysis complements the literature review by incorporating quantitative data on trends in police use of firearms, providing a broader context for understanding the real-world impact of armed policing. This analysis draws on official statistics, survey data, and findings from previous empirical studies to add depth to the qualitative findings and offer a more complete picture of the current landscape.
While this methodology provides a robust framework for answering the research question, it is also important to acknowledge the limitations inherent in using secondary sources, such as potential biases and the challenges of comparing policing practices across different countries. Ethical considerations, such as ensuring the accurate representation of data and maintaining objectivity, were also central to this research process.
The following sections will delve into the specifics of the literature review approach, secondary data analysis, search strategy, inclusion and exclusion criteria, and the limitations of the chosen methodology, providing a comprehensive overview of how the research was conducted.
This research will primarily employ a qualitative approach through a comprehensive literature review and secondary data analysis. This method is best suited to the research as it allows for:
A thorough examination of existing scholarly work and policy documents.
Analysis of statistical data on police use of firearms and related incidents, such as those provided by the Home Office (2023).
Comparison of different policing approaches and their outcomes.
Exploration of nuanced arguments and perspectives that may not be captured in quantitative studies alone. 
This study utilised a literature review and secondary data analysis to address the research question and objectives. The methodology was adopted to provide a systematic, critical, and thorough examination of the literature relating to police armament in the UK, as well as within the relevant international contexts.
[bookmark: _Toc175647949]Literature Review Approach
The literature review formed the heart of this research, providing a base knowledge from which to situate the historical reality of policy, practice and debate when it comes to police armament. The approach was both chronological and thematic, thus allowing us to track the way in which policies and perspectives had changed over time, along with the identification of core recurring themes in the debate. Firstly, by employing Chronological Analysis, it allows us to track how policies, societal attitudes, and policing practices around firearm use have shifted over time. By understanding these shifts, the research is able to situate contemporary practices within their historical context, providing insights into factors such as public perception, evolving security threats, and policy shifts.
A thematic approach allows us to categorizes literature by recurring themes, such as “policing by consent,” public perceptions of armed officers, and comparative strategies across different jurisdictions. Themes are explored in detail to understand the underlying philosophies and arguments around police use of firearms, focusing on issues such as accountability, public trust, and the balance between law enforcement needs and civil liberties.

[bookmark: _Toc175647950]Secondary Data Analysis 
Secondary data analysis complemented analysis from the literature review by discussing quantitative data on trends, patterns and outcomes linked to armed policing to add more depth to the literature review’s qualitative analysis. This included analysing official statistics, survey data and findings from existing empirical studies.
[bookmark: _Toc175647951]Search Strategy 
The search for relevant literature utilized a range of academic databases including JSTOR, Web of Science, Scopus, Criminal Justice Abstracts, and Google Scholar. Additionally, government databases and official websites were accessed for policy documents and statistical data.
Keywords used in the search included "Police armament UK", "Armed policing Britain", "Firearms policy law enforcement", "Policing by consent", "Police use of force UK", "Public perception armed police", "Terrorism impact policing UK", "Comparative policing strategies", and "Welsh policing firearms". Boolean operators and truncation symbols were used to refine searches and capture variations in terminology.
[bookmark: _Toc175647952]Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria 
The study focused primarily on publications from the last 10 years, with older sources included only for historical context. Priority was given to peer-reviewed academic journals, official government reports and statistics, books and chapters from reputable academic publishers, and conference proceedings from recognised academic conferences.
Exclusion criteria included non-English language sources, popular media articles (unless providing unique factual information not available elsewhere), and sources focusing exclusively on non-UK contexts unless they offered relevant comparative insights.
[bookmark: _Toc175647953]Limitations
Limitations of this methodology include reliance on secondary sources, the potential for bias in source selection, and challenges in comparing international contexts due to differences in legal systems and cultural norms. These limitations were mitigated through critical evaluation of sources and transparent reporting of findings.
[bookmark: _Toc175647954]Ethical Considerations 
While this study primarily relied on secondary data and a literature review, several ethical considerations were crucial to address. The research ensured accurate representation of data and findings from secondary sources, avoiding misinterpretation or selective reporting that could skew the understanding of police armament issues. Given the controversial nature of police armament, the study maintained a balanced approach in presenting various stakeholder viewpoints, including those of law enforcement, policymakers, and community members.
Proper attribution of ideas and data to original sources was ensured, respecting intellectual property rights and academic integrity.
[bookmark: _Toc175647955]Limitations of the Chosen Methodology
The study acknowledged several limitations in its approach. These included reliance on secondary sources, which may have limited insights into the most current attitudes and practices. There was also potential for bias in source selection, despite efforts to maintain objectivity. The findings may not have been fully generalizable to all UK contexts, particularly given regional variations in policing approaches and public attitudes.
The rapidly evolving nature of security threats and policing strategies meant that some information might become outdated quickly. The lack of direct stakeholder input, such as from police officers, policymakers, or community members, could have limited the depth of understanding of current perspectives. Finally, differences in legal systems, cultural norms, and security environments posed challenges in comparing international contexts.
In conclusion, this chapter has outlined the research methodology employed to address the central question of whether all police officers in the UK should be armed. By adopting a qualitative approach, this study integrates a comprehensive literature review with secondary data analysis to provide a nuanced exploration of the issue. The combination of these methods allows for a critical and thorough examination of existing research, policy documents, and statistical data, offering both historical context and current perspectives on armed policing.
The literature review plays a central role in the research, providing a foundation for understanding the evolution of policies and practices surrounding police armament. Through both chronological and thematic analyses, key trends, debates, and recurring themes within the discourse have been identified. Meanwhile, secondary data analysis adds a quantitative dimension, incorporating official statistics and empirical studies to offer deeper insight into the real-world implications of armed policing.
This chapter also addressed the search strategy for relevant literature, the inclusion and exclusion criteria, and the limitations of the chosen methodology. While secondary sources provided valuable insights, challenges such as potential biases, the evolving nature of security threats, and the difficulty of comparing international contexts were acknowledged. Ethical considerations were carefully considered to ensure accurate representation and balanced presentation of various stakeholder viewpoints.
Overall, the methodology chosen for this study provides a rigorous and systematic approach to answering the research question. Despite its limitations, the use of both qualitative and quantitative methods ensures a comprehensive understanding of the complexities surrounding police armament, contributing to the ongoing discourse in this critical area of law enforcement policy.

[bookmark: _Toc175647956]Data Analysis and Findings
This chapter presents a comprehensive synthesis of key themes and trends derived from the literature review and secondary data analysis regarding police armament in the UK, with a particular focus on Wales. The objective of this chapter is to critically assess the various perspectives, statistical data, and operational trends surrounding the debate over whether all UK police officers should be armed. By integrating historical, regional, and contemporary considerations, the chapter aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the issue, addressing the complex interplay between public safety, community trust, and law enforcement strategies.

The analysis begins by exploring the historical context of unarmed policing in the UK and the modern challenges posed by evolving security threats. The tension between maintaining the traditional practice of ‘policing by consent’ and the necessity to adapt to increasing violent crime is a central theme. Regional variations in policing practices, particularly the differences observed between rural and urban areas in Wales, are also examined to highlight the localized perceptions of armed policing. Furthermore, the potential impact of police armament on crime rates and community relations is scrutinized, offering a balanced view of the positive and negative implications of arming police officers.

The chapter also delves into the effectiveness of current policing strategies, such as the tiered approach to armed response, and compares these with international models to identify best practices. Additionally, data on firearms use, crime rates, and public order incidents is analysed to assess whether the current level of armed police presence is justified, especially in rural areas like Wales, where crime rates remain relatively low in comparison to the wider more urban parts of the United Kingdom.
Ultimately, this chapter aims to provide a deeper insight into the implications of police armament policies, questioning their necessity and effectiveness in various contexts, and contributing to the ongoing debate about the future of policing in the UK. The analysis will explore both the potential benefits and challenges of expanding the use of armed officers, while considering the broader societal factors that influence policing strategies.
[bookmark: _Toc175647957]Synthesis of Key Themes from the Literature
[bookmark: _Toc175647958]Historical Continuity vs. Modern Challenges:
A recurring theme in the literature is the tension between maintaining the UK's tradition of unarmed policing and addressing contemporary security threats. Reiner (2010) emphasises the historical and cultural significance of 'policing by consent', while Balestrini (2021) argue for the need to adapt to modern risks of increased violence and use of weapons within crime being committed. This dichotomy underpins much of the debate on police armament.
[bookmark: _Toc175647959]Regional Variations:
The literature highlights significant regional differences in approaches to and perceptions of armed policing. Rogers (2013) notes that rural Welsh communities show greater resistance to armed policing compared to urban areas, reflecting diverse local contexts and attitudes across the UK.
[bookmark: _Toc175647960]Impact on Crime Rates
One key factor that needs to be considered in this debate is whether arming all police officers would actually reduce crime. On the positive side of the pro-armed police group, it could be argued that giving officers guns would help deter violent crime. However, the evidence from international comparisons and UK-specific data seems somewhat less clear-cut. According to the Home Office (2024), during the year ending in September 2023, there were 5.4 million crimes recorded in England and Wales, which is a 1 per cent drop from the year before. Crucially, this decrease came about without any substantive changes to policies on police armament, which suggests that other factors may have been more important in reducing these crime rates. In areas where armed response units may be more abundant, such as London, the effects on violent crime may not be as straightforward. For instance, the Metropolitan Police (2023) reported that knife crime decreased by 5 per cent in 2022/23, which they attribute to their targeted policing strategy rather than the presence of more armed officers.
In contrast, Wales, where armed police operations are less common, saw a 3 per cent reduction in recorded crime in the same period according to the Welsh Government (2023). This suggests that policing strategies involving police armament might not have as much of an impact as community policing strategies, socio-economic conditions and other factors.
International evidence is also instructive. Koper and Roth (2021) analysed international police armament policies and crime rates across 20 countries. They found no evidence that routine arming of police officers reduced crime, and found that community policing, social services and economic engagement were more related to effective crime reduction.
[bookmark: _Toc175647961]Impact on Community Relations:
A consistent theme is the potential effect of increased police armament on community trust and cooperation. Yesberg et al. (2022) find that visible armed police presence can increase anxiety in everyday settings, potentially straining police-community relations.
The literature reveals a complex balance between ensuring officer safety and maintaining public trust. While Card & DiNardo (2002) suggest that armed officers might deter violent crime, Squires and Kennison (2022) warn of a potential escalation in the use of force incidents.
[bookmark: _Toc175647962]Analysis of Trends in Policing Strategies and Their Effectiveness
UK policing strategies have evolved to incorporate a tiered approach to armed response, balancing traditional unarmed policing with specialised armed units. Bacon (2022) analyses this system, noting its flexibility in addressing various threat levels while maintaining the principle of minimal force.
The effectiveness of this approach is reflected in Home Office (2024) statistics, which show a low rate of firearm discharge incidents despite an increase in armed operations. This suggests that the current model allows for armed capability when necessary without significantly increasing the use of lethal force.
International comparisons provide context for evaluating UK strategies. Zimring's (2019) study of US policing highlights higher rates of police use of lethal force in a routinely armed force, contrasting with the UK's lower rates. However, Hendy and Packham's (2023) analysis of the Norwegian model, where firearms are kept in police vehicles, offers an alternative that might be worth considering in the UK context.
The unique characteristics of Welsh policing demand special consideration in the debate over arming all officers. Jones and Lister's (2019) study on localism and police governance in Wales highlights the distinct challenges faced by Welsh police forces, particularly in rural areas. Their studies suggest that Welsh communities tend to prefer a more community-based style of policing, which might not be conducive to greater armament.  Official statistics from the Welsh Government (2022) illustrate that the crime rate in Wales is significantly lower than in England. In the year ending March 2022, the number of recorded crimes was significantly lower in Wales at 77.1 recorded crimes per 1,000 population compared to 92.7 in England. Welsh crime statistics. In light of this fact, it can be said that the relative lack of crime in the environment makes one question whether it is really necessary to provide all the officers with arms.
For its part, the 2023 Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales survey found only that 23 per cent of respondents supported a rise in the number of armed officers, with most people favouring more investment in both community policing and crime prevention. The often-cited ideals associated with patrolling on foot, and the commitment to community relations that governs Welsh policing, suggest that any changes to armament policies should be considered on a case-by-case basis.
[bookmark: _Toc175647963]Examination of Data on Police Use of Firearms and Related Incidents
The landscape of armed policing in Wales and the broader UK reveals significant regional disparities and complex operational challenges. At its core is the balance between effective law enforcement and the UK's tradition of unarmed policing (Reiner, 2010).
Intra-Wales variations in firearms operations rates are striking, with Gwent's 50 operations per 100,000 population contrasting sharply with Dyfed-Powys's 19 (Home Office, 2024). This disparity suggests a nuanced interplay of factors beyond simple urban-rural divides, including cross-border influences and differing community policing strategies (Jones & Lister, 2019).
The consistent use of Armed Response Vehicles (ARVs) in 93% of firearms operations across regions raises questions about this model's suitability in diverse geographical contexts, particularly in rural Wales where response times may be longer (Bacon, 2022).
Notably, police firearms were discharged in only 2 incidents across England and Wales in the year ending March 2024, a mere 0.01% of total firearms operations (Home Office, 2024). This extremely low rate, while positive in minimizing lethal force, prompts critical questions about the justification for current armed operation levels (Squires & Kennison, 2022).
The decreasing number of armed officers (3% decrease) against increasing overall police numbers (3% increase) suggests a policy commitment to unarmed policing, but raises concerns about long-term operational readiness (National Police Chiefs' Council, 2024).
Socioeconomic factors add complexity, with a correlation observed between high rates of firearms operations and higher levels of deprivation, as evidenced by the Indices of Multiple Deprivation (Welsh Government, 2023). This relationship is evident in Wales, particularly in areas like Newport under Gwent Police jurisdiction.
These findings challenge current metrics for evaluating armed policing effectiveness and necessity (Lowe, 2022). They also highlight the Welsh experience of maintaining lower armed operation rates despite similar socioeconomic challenges to English counterparts, potentially offering insights into effective community-oriented policing approaches ((Rogers, 2013), 2023).
Looking ahead, the data underscores the need for nuanced, evidence-based policy decisions on armed policing (Jackson & Bradford, 2024). The path forward requires a holistic examination of how policing intersects with broader societal issues, aiming to develop models that serve diverse community needs while adhering to principles of minimal force and maximum public trust (Yesberg et al., 2022).
The complex landscape of policing in Wales and the broader UK necessitates a multifaceted analysis that goes beyond surface-level statistics. To truly understand the implications of armed policing, we must consider a range of societal factors and their intricate relationships with law enforcement strategies.
[bookmark: _Toc175647964]Public Order Challenges: Riots and Far-Right Gatherings
As far-right displays and associated counter-protests have escalated in occurrence and intensity across the UK, including in Wales, their challenge to prevailing policing models has grown ever more striking. A 6 per cent increase in public order offences in England and Wales in 2020/21 compared with the previous 12 months was recorded by the Home Office (2021). The year was characterised by four key protests in Wales’ capital, Cardiff, with which South Wales Police have wrestled.
Such events need to be policed and effectively policed. At the same time, public services must always be mindful of civil liberties and the public concerns about surveillance. Reiner (2010) refers to ‘the politics of policing’ and his influential work on the policing of public order demonstrates how the legitimacy of police actions is all-important if parts of the community are not to react negatively and sour valuable relationships – trust, if you like, of the police. The trust between Welsh communities and community policing is built on more than a hundred years of decentralised policing. The sight of more armed policing would be very visible on the quiet streets of Wales, and could sour trust in police.
Furthermore, the ‘flashpoint’ model of public disorder proposed by Waddington et al in 1989 – highlighting the role of police tactics in either escalating or defusing potentially incendiary situations – has not really been superseded in terms of its relevance. The recent experience of Welsh police forces, which have generally been able to manage such events with relatively few instances of armed operations, seems to indicate how well the model works if applied properly. The fact that such gatherings are changing shape rather quickly – in some cases, groups are now mobilised by social media in quick time – might require a reimagining of response strategies.
[bookmark: _Toc175647965]The Persistent Specter of Football Hooliganism
Football-related disorder remains a considerable challenge for policing in Wales and the rest of the UK. The UK Football Policing Unit (2022) recorded 1,308 football-related arrests in the 2021/22 season in England and Wales, including for disorder around matches involving Cardiff City and Swansea City that required significant resource levels (South Wales Police, 2023).
The policing of football matches in Wales has its own unique dynamics. The British sociologists Rod E Stott and Rod D Pearson (2007) wrote about football hooliganism, and in particular the importance of the social identity of football fans and what they call the ‘crowd dynamic’ – that is, the psychological effects of massed crowds acting as a collective group. They suggest that the deployment of the police – including the current kind of massing with uniformed and sometimes armed officers – can even increase tensions.
In the context of Wales where football clubs can have a major cultural status in their communities, the policing of these events needs to be particularly sensitive. It seems that in Wales at least, even in relation to potential football-related disorder, the elite units have not been widely deployed, perhaps because of the success of what Reicher et al. (2004) described as the ‘elaborated social identity model’ of crowd behaviour: the cultivation of communication and facilitation rather than control. Public order questions are closely aligned with the wider question of social well-being, and especially the state of hospitals for the mentally ill.
[bookmark: _Toc175647966]The Growing Challenge of Mental Health-Related Incidents
The rise of police responding to mental health-related crises is a fundamental change in the character of police work. The College of Policing (2023) estimates that in England and Wales, 20-40 per cent of callouts are related to mental health. The Welsh Parliament’s Health and Social Care Committee (2022) report on getting it right for mental health in rural Wales highlights that amongst rural communities, the Police, Fire and Rescue Service, and ambulance service are often the first responders to mental health emergencies.
This trend poses profound questions about the role of police in society and whether current policing models are appropriate or not. Teplin’s (2000) study on the criminalisation of mental illness has argued that police involvement in mental health crises represents a response to the demise of community mental health service provision. In the Welsh context and particularly in rural communities where it might be somewhat more pronounced, this becomes a significant issue.
Whether gun-carrying policing belongs in any way in this picture is itself a complicated question: the presence of firearms in such scenes seems to add to the risks of escalation, whereas the reality – as Kesic et al (2013) note in their study of police use of force against people with mental illness – is that officers often have to deal with unpredictable and potentially dangerous encounters.
The fact that armed police operations are carried out at approximately eight times lower levels in Wales than in much of England points to a more community-based perspective on these issues – but this approach isn’t a given, particularly in an era of ever-growing demands and diminishing resources.
In reflecting on these varied dilemmas confronting Welsh policing, from crowd control to mental health crises, we should not forget the wider socio-cultural context in which the use of arms, whether in the form of firearms or otherwise, is recurrently justified under the purported banner of self-defence. The exceptionally low incidence of legitimate self-defence claims involving firearms in Wales and the broader UK, as evidenced by Crown Prosecution Service (2023) guidelines, provides a stark contrast to contexts where firearms are more prevalent. This rarity is a direct result of the UK's strict gun control laws, which have shaped both public expectations and policing strategies.
However, the infrequency of such incidents raises important questions about the preparedness of Welsh police forces to respond when they do occur. Squires and Kennison's (2010) comprehensive analysis of police use of firearms in the UK highlights the challenges of maintaining operational readiness in a context where armed response is rarely required.
This situation creates a paradox for Welsh policing: how to maintain sufficient armed response capability to address rare but potentially critical incidents while preserving the unarmed tradition that has been central to the principle of policing by consent. The current model of specialized armed units appears to be striking this balance effectively, but ongoing evaluation is crucial to ensure its continued success.
The examination of these diverse factors - from public order challenges to mental health crises and the rarity of firearms in self-defense - paints a complex picture of the landscape in which Welsh police forces operate. The relatively low rates of armed police operations in Wales, even in the face of these multifaceted challenges, suggest a policing model that has successfully adapted to modern threats while preserving traditional principles of community-oriented, largely unarmed policing.
However, this success should not breed complacency. The evolving nature of public order threats, the increasing demands placed on police by mental health-related incidents, and the need to maintain readiness for rare but critical armed response situations all require ongoing attention and adaptation.
This approach, grounded in the principles of procedural justice as outlined by Tyler (2004), offers the best chance of maintaining effective policing in Wales while preserving the trust and cooperation of the communities served. As the landscape of public safety continues to evolve, so too must the strategies employed to protect and serve the people of Wales, always with an eye to balancing tradition with necessary adaptation.
[bookmark: _Toc175647967]Conclusion
This chapter’s main aim is to draw together the key findings of a comprehensive investigation into the question of whether all UK police officers should be routinely armed. By revisiting the central themes explored throughout the dissertation—historical context, contemporary policy frameworks, public perceptions, and international comparisons—it seeks to provide a cohesive synthesis of the research. The purpose of this conclusion is twofold: first, to evaluate the effectiveness and limitations of the current tiered response model of armed policing in the UK; and second, to outline actionable recommendations for future policy development, particularly in the context of evolving security challenges and regional differences, such as those observed in Wales.
Rather than arriving at a definitive yes-or-no answer, the study has uncovered a nuanced landscape in which traditional British policing values—such as minimal force and policing by consent—must be carefully balanced against modern-day threats and community expectations. In this final section, the research findings are consolidated to inform a set of policy implications and proposals for further research, ensuring that the debate around police armament remains grounded in evidence, sensitivity to local context, and an enduring commitment to public trust and safety.
This study has examined the complex question of whether all UK police officers should carry firearms, analysing historical contexts, current policies, international comparisons, and key debates surrounding the issue. The research has revealed a nuanced landscape where traditional principles of unarmed policing intersect with evolving security challenges and diverse public perceptions.
The current tiered response system, featuring a majority of unarmed officers supported by specialized armed units, appears to be largely effective. Home Office (2024) statistics indicate that while armed operations have increased, firearm discharges by police remain exceptionally rare. This suggests that the current model successfully balances the need for armed capability with the principle of minimum force.
Significant regional differences in attitudes towards armed policing have been identified, particularly between urban and rural areas. Rogers’ (2013) study of Wales highlights how local contexts and community characteristics influence perceptions of armed policing, underscoring the need for flexible, locally sensitive approaches.
The potential effect of increased police armament on community trust emerges as a critical concern. Yesberg et al.'s (2022) findings that visible armed police presence can increase public anxiety in everyday settings suggest that routine armament could strain police-community relations, particularly in minority communities.
While Balestrini (2021) argue that arming all officers could enhance their safety in an unpredictable environment, concerns about the feasibility of universal firearms training (Olma, et al 2024) highlight the complexities of implementing such a policy. The current model of specialized armed units appears to balance officer safety with maintaining high standards of firearms proficiency.
Comparative analyses, such as Zimring's (2019) study of US policing, indicate that routinely armed police forces tend to have higher rates of lethal force use. Conversely, the Norwegian model examined by Hendy and Packham (2023), where firearms are kept in police vehicles, offers an alternative approach that might warrant further exploration in the UK context.
The impact of terrorism and extremism on policing strategies is significant, but as Lowe (2022) argues, it should not be the sole factor in determining broad policing strategies. The current UK approach demonstrates an attempt to enhance response capabilities to serious threats without fundamentally altering the unarmed nature of routine policing.
In light of these findings, the central question of whether all UK police officers should carry firearms does not yield a simple affirmative or negative answer. Instead, the research suggests that the current model of limited and specialized armed response units, supported by a majority of unarmed officers, offers a nuanced and largely effective approach to modern policing challenges.
The evidence indicates that this model:
· Maintains the principle of 'policing by consent' while providing necessary armed response capabilities.
· Keeps rates of lethal force use exceptionally low compared to countries with routinely armed police.
· Allows for flexibility in addressing regional variations in policing needs and public attitudes.
· Balances officer safety considerations with the maintenance of positive community relations.
However, the research also highlights ongoing challenges and areas for potential improvement, including the need for continued adaptation to evolving security threats and the importance of maintaining public trust, particularly in diverse implications. 
[bookmark: _Toc175647968]Implications for UK Policing Policy
The study strongly supports maintaining the current tiered response system in UK policing, while recommending targeted refinements to enhance its efficacy and public acceptance. A key area for improvement lies in enhancing training and equipment for unarmed officers, with a focus on de-escalation techniques, mental health response, and non-lethal interventions. This approach could significantly reduce the need for armed response in many situations.
Equally crucial is the emphasis on community engagement and transparency, particularly in areas with frequent armed officer deployment. This strategy is vital for maintaining public trust and supporting the principle of policing by consent. For Wales, a tailored approach is paramount, involving extensive consultation with local communities and police forces. This collaborative process could lead to innovative community-oriented strategies that respect Wales's unique context while offering insights applicable to the broader UK.
Rather than advocating universal armament, the study suggests a strategy of targeted deployment of armed units. This approach would involve strategically placing armed response units to ensure rapid response times across diverse geographical areas, with particular attention to rural regions currently experiencing longer response times. To maintain alignment with public expectations, a system of regular public consultations on policing strategies, including attitudes towards armed policing, should be implemented.
Comparative policy analysis with countries like Norway and New Zealand could yield valuable insights, potentially offering transferable strategies for balancing armed response capabilities with community-oriented policing. Additionally, exploring models of integrating mental health professionals and social services with police responses presents another avenue for reducing the need for armed interventions, particularly in crisis situations.
To ensure the effectiveness of any policy changes, establishing a framework for continuous evaluation of armed policing strategies is crucial. This ongoing assessment should examine the impact on crime rates, public trust, and officer safety, allowing for evidence-based adjustments over time. The potential of emerging technologies to enhance officer safety and effectiveness without increasing lethal force capabilities should also be thoroughly investigated.
Future research directions should include longitudinal studies on the impact of various policing strategies on community relations and crime rates in Wales, exploration of the psychological impacts of armed and unarmed policing, and investigation into mixed policing models combining armed and unarmed officers within the same force.
These recommendations aim to address the complex challenges identified in the research while maintaining the core principles of British policing and acknowledging the unique context of Wales within the UK. The path forward requires careful consideration, ongoing evaluation, and a willingness to adapt strategies in response to empirical evidence and community feedback.

In summary, this study has demonstrated that while the question of routinely arming all UK police officers remains complex and contested, the current tiered response model—where most officers remain unarmed, supported by specialist armed units—strikes an effective balance between operational capability and the foundational principle of policing by consent. The evidence suggests this approach maintains low levels of lethal force, supports regional flexibility, and helps preserve community trust, particularly when paired with strong public engagement and transparency. However, evolving security threats and regional disparities—especially in Wales—highlight the need for continued adaptation, targeted training, and further integration of community-focused and non-lethal policing strategies. Ultimately, the findings advocate for a cautious, evidence-based approach that enhances the current model rather than replacing it with universal armament.
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