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Introduction:
[bookmark: _Hlk24550239]This module referred to as ECAD6001 is named ‘The Principles of Practice and Progress’. It focuses on the implications that transitions, health and well-being, parental engagement and poverty has on pupil progression. This module also examines the importance of child’s rights and the purpose of stakeholders and how they can also affect and benefit pupil progression. For this module the trainee teachers have been tasked with creating a video presentation on an intervention of their choice which relates to one of the six factors previously mentioned that can affect pupil progression. In their presentation they will be put in a scenario where they are primary school teachers that are pitching an idea for a new intervention to implemented within their school. They will be presenting their intervention to the school’s board of governors and will therefore need to professional in their conduct and well informed on the intervention of their choice. The trainee teachers must also demonstrate an awareness of the benefits, possible problems and the overall cost of the intervention within the presentation. They will also be required to justify their choice of intervention by stating what need their primary school has for it. The purpose of a task such as this, is to prepare trainee teachers for possible future requirements that the occupation of teaching entails. This task provides trainee teachers with the opportunity to plan an intervention and to also experience presenting it. The feedback from lectures will help to determine how to improve the standard and overall presentation of the intervention.  

School context:
[bookmark: _Hlk24550268]The school is located in the West Cross area of Swansea.  Currently there are a hundred and seventy pupils on roll between the ages of three and eleven in seven mixed-age classes. Within the school there is also a part-time nursery and two specialist teaching facilities for pupils with moderate to severe learning difficulties.  Recent records show that approximately 23% of pupils within the school are eligible for free school meals, which is slightly above the national average at 19%.  Most pupils who attend this primary school come from a white British background, where the predominant language is English. The school’s last Estyn inspection was in February 2017, where the school’s overall current performance was deemed as being ‘Good’ along with the school’s prospects for improvement (Estyn, 2017). The school has been described as having a caring and friendly atmosphere and is also acknowledged for  demonstrating commitment to the nurturing of all pupils to ensure that their Primary School is experience is both enjoyable and successful.

The intervention:
[bookmark: _Hlk24550314]The intervention that will be implemented within the school is a parent engagement strategy as parental engagement has been identified as being one of the key drivers for educational change within the UK (Interclyde Education Services, 2018). The strategy proposed will take the form of parental workshops. The theme of workshops was chosen in order to introduce parents to new concepts as well as promote the importance of wellbeing and happiness for pupils and raise an awareness of a variety of topics and issues within the community. Workshops can cover a variety of topics of interest to parents and primary carers whether it be regarding the learning, health, social or behavioural development of their children. It is acknowledged that being a parent can be both rewarding and challenging, therefore these courses will exist solely to support parents and aid them to build a strong and secure relationship with their children.
Parental workshops take the form of an educational program that is designed to teach or introduce its participants which in this case the parents to a series of practical skills, techniques, or ideas that can cover a variety of topics that are of interest to them. Parental workshops are not a new concept within education. However, there are still too few schools implementing them across Wales. It can be difficult to involve parents in activities that can support their children’s learning, especially if the parents own experiences within school were not positive (EEF) Yet ongoing research shows that parental engagement in schools has the ability to improve student achievement, reduce absenteeism, and even restore parents' confidence in their children's education (Garcia and Thornton, 2014). By inviting parents to take part in these informal public workshops, they will become more familiar with the school and its teaching staff which in turn may make them more confident and willing to engage in future dealings with the school. Pupils benefit most from their educational experience when schools work in partnership with parents, therefore schools need to do everything in their power to remove the barriers preventing parents from being active in their child’s development and the community of the school.
The purpose of parental workshops is to ensure that parents see the importance that they play in their child’s learning development. These workshops will not solely be delivered by teachers within the primary school but also by a variety of individuals who work for external agencies such as health practitioners, nurses, speech and language therapists, and behavioural therapists. The reason for this is to ensure that parents get the correct level of support and guidance should they encounter slight issues with their children’s learning or social development. By inviting external agencies to work directly with parents, links and relationships between the two are being formed. This could prove to be beneficial should a pupil later require (be referred to) direct support from an external agency as the parents will have some knowledge as to what that agency does and hopes to achieve which may help to relieve any worries or concerns what they may then harbour regarding the development of their child. Furthermore, the parental workshops should help primary school better collaborate with the parents and primary carers of their children and keep them informed of and involved in their children’s needs, progress and achievements.

Background reading:
[bookmark: _Hlk24550339]To understand the importance of parental engagement a wide variety of research was carried out on the topic. This research was done to determine what parental engagement is and as well as what it entails and whether it is a suitable intervention to implement within a primary school. The research and information found on parental engagement was gathered using a variety of sources such as books, the internet, government documents and newspaper articles. By collecting information from a wide variety of sources the author of this assignment was able to gain a wider and more accurate perspective on parental engagement.
[bookmark: _Hlk24557283]Parental engagement is defined as being “the involvement of parents in supporting their children’s academic learning” (The Education Endowment Foundation). However, many schools possess a broad interpretation on what parental engagement entails. Typically, parental engagement entails the behaviours of parents both at home and within school settings which are meant to support their children's educational progress. Measures of parent engagement also include quality and frequent communication with teachers as well as participating in school functions and activities (Nokali, Bachman and Votruba-Drzal, 2011). Parent involvement bridges together two key contexts in a child’s life: their home and school. It provides parents and teachers with an opportunity to work together to support and improve the learning, development, and health of children and adolescents within their care.
There are many differing opinions on the importance of parental engagement in schools, particularly within primary schools. The research conducted found mainly positive remarks on the effect parental engagement has in schools. However, individuals such as White, Taylor and Moss (1992) found that claims which stated that parental involvement led to more effective outcomes were without foundation. Similarly, Casto and Lewis (1984) believe that whilst programmes which involve parents can be effective, they are not necessarily more effective than programmes which do not involve parents or involve them in a minor way. Yet ongoing research shows that family engagement in schools improves student achievement, reduces absenteeism, and restores parents’ confidence in their children’s education (Garcia and Thornton, 2014). In fact, it is believed that pupils with involved parents or other caregivers earn higher grades and test scores, have better social skills, and even show improvement in behaviour. John Hattie states in his book (Visible Learning, 2009), that parents have major effects in terms of the encouragement and expectations that they transmit to their children. This statement is supported by Hong and Ho (2005) who concluded that parent aspirations were the most important influence on their children’s achievement. Furthermore, it appears that research on parental engagement predating the 21st century fails to see the importance of implementing it within schools, whilst research post-dating the 21st century list the numerous advantages of implementing parental engagement strategies in schools. This may be due to the fact that parents are now expected to take more of an interest in their children’s education as they are now required to sign a contract which informs of their role as parents with the school before their children can be enrolled.
It is now a government priority to identify interventions that are effective in supporting parental involvement particularly for schools which have parents who are either not significantly involved in their children’s education or who are not involved at all. In some cases, teachers lack both the confidence and the knowledge required to work with parents and even schools (though few) do not always recognise or value the ways in which parents are already engaged with children’s learning. Therefore, a parental engagement strategy should be integrated into whole school approaches. The majority of schools recognise the need to adopt a whole school approach on parental engagement and often create policies on the topic and included it within their school development plan (see appendix 2) as well as make a contract with the parents in order to ensure they abide by the approach. However, despite the emphasis that is placed on parental engagement the main method of communication between teachers and parents is through the use of technological learning platforms such as phone calls, emails, texts and social media. Whilst these learning platforms are useful in providing parents with access to information about their children in regard to attendance, attainment and behaviour, there is no guarantee that all parents will read or receive the messages sent out. It would be interesting to see more interventions which communicate directly with parents and get them more involved in the events and daily routines of the school. The increased part that parents now play in their children’s education and schooling is by far one of the most notable shifts in compulsory education and this will only become more prominent in schools as levels of parental engagement are consistently associated with better academic outcomes. Goodall and Vorhaus (2010) believe that parental support programmes which focus on both the academic outcomes and the training in parenting skills are more effective than interventions which do not include such training, therefore a series of educational programmes through the use of workshops or courses may be of interest to some parents. Goodall and Vorhaus also believe that partnerships and multi-agency arrangements are an essential component of a comprehensive strategy for parental engagement. This is an interesting concept as it encourages parents to work in collaboration with teachers as well as external agencies such health workers and other professionals. It is well known that communication is of paramount importance between schools and external agencies, therefore it may be a nice idea to try introduce parents and involve them in some way with the conversations between schools and external agencies. 
To conclude, a wide variety of research was carried out on the topic of parental engagement and the main findings were that parental engagement has a large and positive impact on children’s learning. Therefore, it is fair to assume that parents play a crucial role in supporting their children’s learning both in school and at home. The majority of research which was conducted all agree that parental engagement is a strategy which should by now be implemented in all schools in some shape or form as the information praising the strategy is endless.

Script:
[bookmark: _Hlk24226877]Good afternoon. I would like to take a moment to thank you all for being here. Your commitment to the school and its pupils is commendable. I have asked you all here today to discuss an idea for an intervention. I would like to implement an intervention within the school which focuses solely on parental engagement. 
Key points:
· Parents are a major influence on a child’s success in life. 
· Research shows a clear correlation between levels of parent engagement and levels of student achievement. 
· Parents are one of the two main educators in a child’s life, with teachers being the other main educator. Both parents and teachers have crucial roles to play in a child’s progression, and the impact of learning is greater when they both work together as a team with shared aims. 
· Within education parental involvement is usually divided into two broad strands: parent involvement in the life of the school, and parent support for the individual child at home and in school. 
· Parents have a powerful role in developing their children’s character. It is estimated that between 75% and 85% of a child’s waking hours are spent outside the influence of school (Practical Ideas, 2010). 
· Parental involvement is a major factor in shaping achievement as it is from the home that pupils derive lasting effects on their character, mindset and attainment. 
· There are still schools within Wales where relationships with parents are confrontational and lack forethought (Forde-Nassey, 2018). 
· Estyn found during the schools last inspection that our teaching staff “ensure that parents and pupils are involved fully in regular reviews of progress and in planning the next steps in pupils’ learning” (Estyn, 2017). 
· Parental workshops provide both teachers, parents’ and occasionally individuals from external agencies with the opportunity to work effectively together in order to improve children’s development and progression in learning. 
· Parental workshops take the form of an educational program that is designed to teach or introduce its participants (in this case the parents) to a series of practical skills, techniques, or ideas that can cover a variety of topics that are of interest to them. 
· What I am proposing is for a series of workshops to be held throughout the academic year. some parents have voiced their concerns and displeasure with their children being taught such things at school. 
· By holding workshops that are open to parents they are given the opportunity to voice their concerns and experience what is taught to their children for themselves. 
· Parents can become more involved in their child’s learning process and their transition into adolescence.
· Workshops do not always have to be presented by a class teacher or a teacher of stature such as headteacher or head of phase, but instead can be educational professionals, health professionals or the local police. 
· Educational professionals would lead workshops on changes to the curriculum, behaviour management, positive thinking and speech and language. Whilst health professionals would lead workshops on healthy eating, fussy eaters, sex education and puberty. The local police would also be invited to conduct a workshop with all parents in relation to internet safety, street safety, cyber-bullying and knife crime. 
· Workshops such as healthy eating, behaviour management and positive thinking would accessible to all parents no matter the age of their child as the theory explored in the session could be applied to all children no matter their age or background. Workshops such as fussy eaters and speech and language development would be aimed more towards younger children within the Foundation Phase as these concerns are more apparent with younger children. The parents of older children will also have specifically tailored workshops; however, these are more likely to explore puberty and sex education. 
· These workshops will take place across the academic year. Each workshop will be held at least twice within a term at different times of day in attempt to ensure that as many parents as possible attend.  One workshop would be held during school hours whilst the other will be held after school. This gives parents the opportunity to select a time that suits them. 
·  The duration of each workshop will be approximately 60 minutes with a group size of 20 parents. In order to ensure that succeed this limit parents will be required to sign up either online via the school website or at reception. 
· Leaflets can be put on the school’s website for the parents who were unable to attend and to also refresh a parent’s memory of the course. 
· Even when parents are motivated to attend courses and training events, they may experience practical problems both in getting to the setting and in committing themselves to the programme. 
· These workshops will be open and available to any and all parents who have children enrolled in the school regardless of ethnicity or background; and includes the parents of children with special needs.  
· The term ‘parents’ refers to all the important adults in a child’s life whether they be mothers, fathers, both natural parents, same sex parents, step parents, adoptive parents, foster parents and parents who do not live with their children but play an active part in their lives. 
· Parent participation is key to making this intervention successful, therefore it is important to remove any barriers to parental involvement from the offset. 
· Some parents have grown up feeling let down by the education system. For these parents who would have previously experienced rejection and failure during their time at school, it is hard for them to work in collaboration with the schools of their children or to even see school buildings as a friendly or welcoming place (Whalley, 1997). 
· The intervention needs no significant funding from the school as it will be run and led by volunteers. 
· Parental involvement is known to improve pupil attainment more than any other single factor. 
· Workshops provide a way to create an intensive educational experience for parents and carers within a short amount of time, as well as encourages co-operation and consensus amongst its participants (Requirement Techniques, Unknown). 
Thank you for listening to my presentation. Should any of you have any questions or queries please feel free to share them with me now or alternatively you can email them to me later on. Thank you for your time.

Evaluation:
The intervention that I chose to implement within a school was a parental engagement strategy which took the form of parental workshops. I decided to focus on parental engagement as it was a topic that I initially didn’t know a lot about but was interested in. Once I enter the profession of teaching I will be expected to communicate regularly with the parents and primary carers of the pupils in the school where I’m employed. Therefore, I believe it’s important to know the benefits of engaging with parents as well as what strategies are in place to ensure that regular and effective communication occurs between both teachers and parents.
This assignment though incredibly useful in regard to future prospects, did have its challenges. Initially, I found it challenging when trying to determine what type of intervention could be successfully implemented within the school chosen for this assignment. The school was last deemed by Estyn to be ‘good’ in all aspects of schooling in 2017. It was also deemed as having a ‘good’ prospect for improvement in the future. Therefore, after further reading and by examining the schools last inspection report, I settled on an intervention which focused on parental engagement as I noticed that whilst parental involvement was mentioned in the schools last inspection report it was just regarding regular communication with parents. Whilst the school proved to be effective in ensuring communication between staff and parents, I believe that it has been given an opportunity to increase the level of parent involvement. There is no denying that parental involvement has become a major influence on the levels of attainment and well-being of pupils, therefore should the school do more to engage parents they may witness better pupil progression in learning and behaviour, as well as secure better praise and judgments in their next inspection. Another challenge which I was faced with was the prospect of parents not attending the workshops put in place for their benefit. This was perhaps my biggest concern as there is no way to ensure parent attendance. It seemed that the only solution to a concern such as this is to present the workshops in such a way that parents would feel that they would be missing out if they did not attend. The school has already established a good relationship with the majority of parents and primary carers of pupils within the school, therefore some of the barriers preventing the attendance of parents have already been removed as hopefully they already view the school as being a safe and welcoming place for them to visit. Furthermore, the majority of challenges that arose during this assignment were solved by conducting further research and use of extensive thinking.                                                                             
If I were able to change anything in regard to the way I presented my intervention I would try to avoid using words and phrases such as ‘correlation’ and ‘commendable’ and instead use simpler and more natural terms such as ‘relationship’ and ‘worthy of praise’ as the intervention would be presented to the schools board of governors and therefore it is extremely important that they understand what is being said and discussed. Whilst viewing my video presentation, I realised that the sound of my voice was rather weak in some places as if I was speaking softly to the camera. When presenting my voice should be strong in order to convey assurance and confidence in order to give the impression that I am aware of and believe in what I am saying. I believe that I could have also displayed more enthusiasm and energy when discussing the ideas of my intervention as it would have demonstrated the passion that I harbour for the intervention. Due to the fact the main task of the assignment for this module was to create a video presentation, I found it rather awkward to convey emotion to a camera rather than to an audience. However, I am now aware of the type of attributes which should be displayed during a presentation and can now strive to include them in any future presentations.
In regard to the QTS standards, my intervention relates to standard S1.4 which is recognising the importance of communicating information and expectations clearly and sensitively to parents and guardians and of fostering positive relationships between home and school. This is clearly demonstrated throughout the course of my assignment as the intervention which I chose to implement in a school focused solely on encouraging and bettering communication with parents. This intervention also relates to standard S1.5 which is endeavouring to promote the place of the school within the wider community, and standard S3.3.14 which is to recognise and respond effectively to social inclusion and equal opportunities issues as they arise in the classroom, including challenging stereotyped views, and by challenging bullying or harassment, following relevant policies and procedures. I believe that the intervention relates to these standards as it is open to all parents no matter background or ethnicity as well as encourages parents to communicate with a variety of individuals either from external agencies or from the local community. Therefore, the intervention of parental engagement clearly relates to the old qualified standards of teaching practice. However, in regard to the new teaching standards, it can be argued that the intervention of parental engagement relates to a majority of the standards listed under the strand ‘strengthening the community focus’ as these categories state that ‘leaders should be aware that improvements in the school and in the community are interdependent and rely upon effective collaboration between all interested parties’ which this intervention effectively ensures as it attempts create and maintain an effective partnership with parents, guardians and carers in order to support and improve learners’ achievement and personal development (standard 64) as well as ensures that all individuals whether they be teachers, parents or individual from external agencies, work collaboratively together both within and outside the school to achieve school goals and objectives (standard 65).
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, this module has been of extreme value to me as trainee teacher as it has helped me to recognise what factors are able to influence and affect pupil progression in school. By planning this intervention, I have developed the ability to address the sort of problems that could occur in my future career as a teacher. I have also developed some confidence in delivering presentations and have successfully identified ways in which I could improve the execution of future presentations. Furthermore, as a result of this module I would now feel comfortable in designing an intervention which caters to the needs of a school.
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