
SOME IDEAS FOR INCLUSION WITHIN A METHODS CHAPTER

What you did, why you did it and how you did it
· You might want to use a version of the part on methodology and methods from your ethics/proposal form as a basis to start this chapter as this will have addressed many of the issues you now need to expand upon.
· It can be helpful to re-state your main research question if you feel that this is necessary.
· A description of, and rationale for, your methodology and methods and how these fit with your research question.  Your rationale for using a qualitative genre. Provide some background information about the research approach. Discuss why it is an appropriate strategy.  Demonstrate the application of, and brief definition for, the origin of the approach. Discuss the intended outcome from this type of approach. Discuss why it is an appropriate strategy. Identify how the use of this strategy shaped the type of questions asked, the form of data collection, the steps of data analysis, and the final narrative.

· Data collection procedures … How did you prepare for your interviews/focus groups or circulation of your questionnaires? How did your interview schedule/protocol work out? What you did, why you did it and how you did it, include a rationale for this., What did you do about debriefing participants, why did you use interviews/questionnaires, etc.     
· Define data storage procedures
· Why the site was chosen… How did you obtain the required permissions needed to gain access to the site? Say something about the setting and the events, what happened.

· Participants, how you recruited them, demographic information such as age, gender, and ethnicity of your sample if available.  Why this isn’t available if it is not. Procedures for selecting the sample. What participants might gain from the study.
· Pilot study – how did you know that your questions would produce appropriate data and that the schedule/protocol was going to work?
· Procedures you followed, any problems you encountered
· Data analysis, what you did, why you did it and how you did it, rationale for this
· Explain how data analyses is based on the literature review, the research questions and the research design selected for the study. Demonstrate a thread of commonality throughout your research. Specify the procedures for analysing the data.  The procedures followed for the analyses must be addressed

· What time and resources were necessary? 

· Any ethical consideration that were considered before the research and then add any that arose during the research.  Include ways that trustworthiness was ensured, e.g. ethical approval, UWTSD ethical codes, BACP Framework and Code of ethics, supervision, etc.

· Refer to your documentation, information sheet, consent form, etc. and include these as appendices.  

· How will you use and report the results? Describe your dissertation plan. Journal article, possibly or some other way to disseminate results 
· This table simplifies an example of a  conceptual qualitative research framework and may help you contextualise yours – but don’t get too hung up on this, we can discuss this in supervision and apply this to your research approach as necessary – this and the next bullet point are for clarification only:-




	
Basis for Conceptual Framework

	Paradigm or World View [A set of linked assumptions about the world, how we
 see the world and act within it]

	is determined by                                 

	Ontological position [Nature of reality and relationships], how the world is
defined and who people are

	which defines and establishes                 

	Epistemology [our way of knowing, knowledge formation, views on truth and legitimate
knowledge, how people come to believe in ideas they hold as important]

	which defines and determines                 

	Methodology [Our theoretical system and philosophical position, how we do
what we do, aims and principles that regulate exploration, strategies
to learn about people and the world]

	which determined                                   

	Methods [What we do, instruments of research, tools, procedures: 
practical implementation of the study]

	
  


 

· There is a good, easy to read and understand, explanation of some of the philosophical background to qualitative research in general within Creswell, J. W. 2013. Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing among five traditions. Second edition. London: Sage.  
Remember -  
· What you did, why you did it and how you did it!!!!!  
· This is a draft for discussion and amendment at supervision!!!!

