In Chapter 10 of Dudo of St Quentin’s, Gesta Normannorum ‘noble’ Rollo is given a seemingly grand introduction to the reader, however Dudo has masterfully woven multiple layers which can give a different impression of the first Norman leader and his arrival in France. Dudo, a true Frenchman, wrote in complex Latin, with a subtext that does not hide his disdain for the new uncivilised Normans. On the surface are examples of the ideal Norman identity they strived to create, inaccurately pressing them on the first of their people. A read of the Gesta Normannorum can give one the idea that the Normans were, as Dudo says, ‘noble’, creating for them a civilised background, but with certain remarks hinting at their underlying character. At times this is subtle, whilst at others not so much, Dudo throughout his writing scathingly commenting on the Normans behaviour with a literary finesse that is remarkable. As someone who did not want to write this history of the Normans, in his introduction he says he had to be begged multiple times, he used this commission to great advantage. 
The Normans were desperate to create an identity for themselves and to get away from their Viking background, the presence of this creation in the contemporary literature forming ‘The Norman Myth’. Most of their depicted actions can be applied to this myth’s formation, they wished to be seen as devout Christians, with a right to rule, but to be feared.  Dudo’s addition to the Normans mythos of themselves, as they formed themselves in the new ways of the Franks and moved away from their Viking roots can be seen throughout. Firstly, when Rollo comes up the river, he shows himself a good leader by ‘forsaking the bed of the River Schelde on the advice of his fideles’1, he of course would not have had fideles, but this immediately to any one reading with notions of good courtly behaviour of a leader would have recognised this as Rollo being a sound, reasonable man, far from the marauding Viking he was. Although Dudo does still make a point of this past, by describing Rollo, who ‘launched his sails before the ship-bearing winds’2, a clear description that Rollo and his people at this point are still sea-faring roamers, with no settled territory of their own, which is how he ended up in France, raiding, and why he is eyeing up the land. This was no easy task however, and Dudo creates a dramatic depiction of his fight just to get to land, turning Rollo sailing up the river to a formidable deed, ‘having traversed the deep where the cerulean whirlpool of the Seine’3. A battle in itself to get there, hinting he earnt it or really wanted it, a river voyage turned into a deed worthy of an epic tale, not simply navigating waters. 
Dudo emphasises the Christian right to their place in Normandy, piety a very important part of later Norman identity 4. They patronised many religious establishments, and the behaviour of their forebears is a delicate topic that Dudo handles as following. Rollo then clearly wants this land or has earnt it, even saying ‘Through Christ’s gift this town will flourish under your leadership’5, suggesting it was destined for him. Although he still anticipated resistance, ‘plentifully furnished with a very large  warband’5. Why, Dudo explains, is because he was destined for it, with ‘the vision which he had had beyond the sea.’6 As did Charlemagne and other Godly gifted leaders of the past, but Rollo, extra special Norman leader as he is, was granted a Christian vision, even before he was baptised. In a time when God was decided who ruled, via the Pope who made Kings and Emperors, how could one not see Rollo and his heirs were meant to rule Normandy with a gift like that. 
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His vision was one a bountiful land, perfect for settling, but underappreciated, apparently, by the natives, ‘inhabitants of Rouen, poor men and destitute merchants’7, and on arrival he sees this, the river with ‘its crystal-clear courses and lapping the fragrant grasses of its elevated banks’. How could Rollo resist this God given gift and how could he deny his people this settlement, underappreciated by the natives Dudo seems to say.  Geoffrey of Malaterra gives a different view on this, saying ‘He ravaged Frisia and other maritime areas to the west….and seeing how fertile this area was, he conceived a desire to seize it and take it for his own’.  8
 France at the time was very divided, so perhaps he is not exaggerating too much as to the settlements, however interestingly Dudo acts as though this was Rollo’s first time there.9 Viking had definitely been there before, and the state of the area was down to Viking raids. So when ‘(Rollo) saw its monuments laid in ruins, and large stones torn away from sanctuaries, churches shaken from their foundations and walls smashed on every side, and a small and defenceless band, and he began to be perplexed in spirit.’10 That was Vikings that had already raided the entire place. This is why the King had been forced to grant a fiefdom to him there, 11 hoping to calm him down and force him to become more civilised, and deter future raids from others, whilst also allowing raids to continue in Brittany. It is interesting for a people that eventually want to be seen as all powerful and conquering, that Dudo would have felt the need to cover up their initial behaviours, but of course, raiding was unchristian, which Rollo was certainly not, not at all. The Counts and Dukes of Normandy could hardly claim they arrival was a peace offering from the King of France to stop decimating the people there. Theirs was a noble, just acquirement of the land, and throughout their conquering they are keen to legitimise their takeovers, with Sicily and England, they emphasise their right to this position of ruler. When in reality it was by cunning, and by force, and creating a false identity, that they pushed their way in to power. Dudo and others at the time would have known this, and it is obvious falseness feels almost mocking, although justified surely, as Dudo knew the damage they had caused to gain Normandy. There were few castles in that area, were largely defenceless, which Rollo and other Vikings took to their advantage, murdering whoever and burning it all. This was typical Viking behaviour, and something that is still done by future Normans, but legitimately, supposedly. This is a trait that anyone familiar with the Normans reading would have recognised. 
Dudo emphasises their Viking past with religious practices and places, when ‘And seeing the monastery of Saint Peter and reckoning the place to be holy and embellished with abodes of monkish habitation, he hesitated to linger there’ 12. This is an amazing difference to actual Viking behaviours, which were typical to raid religious sites, with no respect towards the Christian religion, they liked to raid monasteries because the monks would not fight back and were the churches/sites were rich in ways, so it was easy picking.  Although at the time a lot of them had already been converted, Rollo and his people were still pagan, and therefore still raiding sties like the monastery of Saint Peter, and probably wanted to or did when he saw it. Dudo tells us that Rollo is still pagan and with savage practices despite his allusions to his future piety, when ‘He (Rollo) placed upon the altar of Saint Vedast the body of a certain virgin, Hameltrude by name’ 13
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He is making it clear Rollo, despite being the first ‘noble’ leader of the Normans, was a savage barbarian, who made human sacrifices, to the old gods. Dudo seems to relish in this, any chance to point out the Normans savagery, the Christian allusions or ideals are if anything just making their pagan ways more contrasted, instead of watering them down, which most likely any Norman readers would have felt it did. Although he does not hesitate to liken them to lepers in his Apostrophe.14  Their savagery is further depicted by Dudo who describes the result of the Normans takeover as ‘the Franks have been devoured by war, and the populace broken’.15 Although Dudo alludes to many reasons why the Normans are just in their occupation and righteous in their behaviour, he ensures that the treacherousness of them is not forgotten, ending his Chapter 10 Apostrophe with, ‘let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep's field’ 16  perfectly displays his true opinion of the Normans, seeing them as a sneaking animal, lurking amongst the Franks, with vicious intentions. 17 
Dudo provides an inciteful contemporary Frankish view of the Normans presence in the country. He disdains them, whilst unwillingly providing them with a history that built on their personal mythos, contributing to them forming and upkeeping a new identity of civility and piety, he too provides himself, and future readers, a commentary on their unpleasant behaviour. His commentary itself is valuable as it shows how they wanted people to perceive them, what they were striving towards as they developed their practices, and the level of truth and neediness behind this. 
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