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	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion
The aims and objectives of this dissertation are;

1. To study and evaluate the character and reception of Rebekah within Genesis through a feminist lens 

2. To assess how Rebekah’s character has been received and interpreted by scholars and artists in comparison to a feminist understanding of the text

3. To understand if Rebekah’s reception is a fair representation of her character within the text 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
This dissertation will study and evaluate the reception of Rebekah within the book of Genesis, by applying a feminist methodology in order to reflect on her character as a biblical woman. Rebekah’s womanhood is an intrinsic aspect of her character that cannot be avoided and therefore, a feminist methodology that pays particular attention to this helps to uncover aspects of her character and reception. This will be achieved through three chapters focused on the central parts of Rebekah’s narrative.
Firstly, Genesis 24 must be studied as it contains the beginnings of Rebekah’s history and is dedicated to establishing her character through a series of tests. While this chapter is titled Isaac and Rebekah’s Marriage, the narrative features little of Isaac and instead establishes Rebekah’s character and lineage, proving her as an ideal wife. The reception of this passage contains mixed ideas, with several scholars focusing on the servant of Abraham who seeks Isaac’s wife, instead of Rebekah herself. However, it is interesting to consider how scholars and artists have received Rebekah’s character from this passage, as it is a large section of Genesis wholly dedicated to her. The reception of Rebekah within Genesis 24 is moderately positive but contains some examples where her family history is questioned. This will be investigated by examining scholarly commentaries and how she has been portrayed through art and contemporary history, with detailed attention regarding how her figure is depicted within art and sculpture. 
Genesis 25:19-23 is the second passage to be investigated and is also key to Rebekah’s character. Within this passage, Rebekah is seen to directly communicate with God and receive an oracle regarding her twin boys. This passage is vital to understanding Rebekah’s role and connection to God, as well as her actions in Genesis 27. However, the reception of Rebekah has often dismissed this passage, with certain scholars suggesting that Isaac instead spoke to God, or that she spoke to an Angel instead. Artistic representation is severely lacking, instead focusing on Rebekah’s children, rather than depicting Rebekah as one of the first women to directly commune with God. 
The final chapter of this dissertation will focus on Genesis 27, where Jacob steals his brother’s birthright. Within this passage, it can be argued that Rebekah deceived Isaac so that the birthright is given to the son that God ordained. After Genesis 27, Rebekah’s reception drastically changes, and she is understood by several scholars as manipulative and taking advantage of her husband and sons. The artistic depictions mirror this, with Rebekah lurking in shadows and standing over Jacob as he deceives his father. Thus, it is interesting to consider why Rebekah’s reception shifts, with her previous significant character and actions all forgotten due to this singular passage.

Therefore, this dissertation will focus on the depiction and reception of Rebekah through three chapters studying Genesis 24, 15:19 and 27, passages central to her narrative. This dissertation will enlist feminist methodology to accurately reflect and consider the intrinsic aspect of Rebekah as a biblical woman.  
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