2.0 - Literature Review
2.1 – Introduction
This literature review will evaluate the research that has been conducted which will detail and outline the effects that drug crimes have on our community and what police in England and Wales have been doing to manage this ever-growing crime. Examples will be shown from different authors who explain their opinions on what police can do to improve their efforts in preventing drug crime and supporting the communities throughout England and Wales as well as highlight what methods are currently being used by police as a deterrent. The available statistics from different sources relating to drug offences will also be looked at and compared with each other. It will also highlight the affects within the communities that are caused through drug crimes and drug associated crimes. The analysis will decipher the key studies that are based around the topic of drugs within England and Wales. A definition of what qualifies as drug crimes is detailed below:
2.2 – What are drugs and How long has drug prevention existed and been enforced?
The main legislation that covers drugs is The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971. This breaks down drugs into different categories which are known as Class A, B and C. Drugs regulated in this way are known as 'controlled' substances. Class A drugs are those considered to be the most harmful. Within the Misuse of Drugs Act it is an offence to; possess a controlled substance, possess a controlled substance with the intent to supply, unlawfully supply a controlled drug (this includes when there is no charge for the drugs) and finally, to allow a premises you manage or occupy to be used for the purpose of taking drugs (POLICE.UK, 2022).

Police forces throughout England and Wales have been battling against drug crimes since around 1920 when one of the first drug laws was passed as it rendered the manufacture, possession and supply of heroin, morphine, and cocaine a criminal offence punishable by heavy fines and terms of imprisonment (Lee, 2012). The prevention and enforcement of drugs throughout England and Wales has changed dramatically since the early 1900’s and has since seen a major revamp in the laws with a large amount of policing based around targeting drug use, distribution, and support for users. In 1971, the UK passed the Misuse of drugs act which saw the introduction of Class A, B and C drugs. Since 1971, there has been an array of new forms of drugs appear on the market meaning the law has had to have been amended many times to reflect the changes in drug usage and its culture. Illegal drugs, in theory, are classified in accord to how dangerous a specific drug is. The classification takes into account both the harm it may cause to the user of the drugs as well as the harm it may cause to the community (Firearms&Drugs, 2019). 

Throughout England and Wales there are 43 police forces and more than 132,000 police officers. It is the joint responsibility of the Home Secretary, Chief Constables and Police and Crime Commissioners to police. The Police contribute to the Government’s drugs strategy by enforcing the law on controlled drugs as set out in the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (DrugWise, 2021).
2.3 – What is the growth of drug use and what are the Police methods in the battle to reduce drug figures?
The growth of drug use is becoming extremely apparent within communities as (Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021) show in the data that they have gathered that in 2020/21, there were approximately 210,000 drug offences that were recorded by the police in England and Wales. This is a 19% growth from the previous years of 2019/20.
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(Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021)

Further statistics from (Allen & Tunnicliffe, 2021) show that in 2018/19 period, there was approximately 48,800 disposals given for drug offences. Between the periods of 2008/09 to 2018/19, the percentage of drug offenders that received a caution fell from 46% to 30%. Although there is a decrease in the number of disposals given which may be seen as a decrease in the amount of drug offenders, within the same decade, the percentage of drug offenders that were sentenced had increased from 9% to 16% showing that the police and criminal justice system have changed their approach in finalising these cases. Further statistics highlighting the growth of drug use by (GOV.UK, 2021) state that the overall prevalence of drug use that was reported in the UK throughout the last decade has remained stable. However, the most recent surveys that cover England and Wales reported the highest prevalence of drug use in the past 10 years with 38% of 15-year old’s in England and Wales stating they had never used drugs. 


A study from (ONS, 2022) provides an overview of national statistics within the UK for drug misuse. The statistics show that approximately 1 in 15 (6.5%) adults that were aged 18 to 59 years old and 1 in 7 (15.0%) adults aged 18 to 24 years had taken some form of drug in the past year and that cannabis was the most commonly taken substance in the last year which was reported by 1 in 17 (5.8%) of adults aged 18 to 59 years. This was followed by cocaine which was reported by 1 in 48 (2.1%) of adults aged 18 to 59 years. Furthermore to these statistics, they show that the prevalence of any drug use in the year of 2021 which was highest among the younger age groups with 15.0% of 18- to 24-year-olds reporting the use of drugs compared to the 7.8% of 25- to- 34-year-olds reporting use. Below is a graph showing these statistics:
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(ONS, 2022)

Although a lot of studies and surveys would suggest that drug crime and drug use has been rising over the past decade, there are a majority now showing that over the years of 2020 and 2021, there was a decrease in drug use and drug crimes. During the 2021 period, police forces throughout England & Wales received 173,533 crime reports relating to drugs. This is a decrease of 10% from 2020's figure of 191,575 reports of drug related crime (CrimeRate, 2022). Further studies from (Stewart, 2021) focus on an increase in drug use within the younger age brackets stating that the prevalence of drug use among all adults has remained at the same level over the past decade. However, a rise in monthly drug use among adolescents over the last five years was reported showing that levels are returning to a peak that was last witnessed in 2005. A survey that was conducted in England in 2018 found that 21 percent of boys and 15 percent of girls aged 15 years old admitted to taking drugs within the most recent month prior to the completion of the survey.

Police in England and Wales take action within the Misuse of Drugs Act by operating an arrest referral scheme in police custody units, targeting the middle level dealers or importers and the local networks of supply and continuing activity against individual suppliers. Police also work based on intelligence from different sources and surveillance of local crime. They will also form disorder reduction partnerships and drug action teams to disrupt the local drugs markets (DrugWise, 2021). (CollegeOfPolicing, 2021) state that the main focus for police forces within England and Wales is to focus our action on crime and anti-social behaviour hot spots as well as repeat victims and prolific or high-volume offenders. They state that this is an effective way to allocate resources for crime reduction and will allow for a better understanding of what is causing high volume offending or problems in hot spots and identifying specific solutions to resolve the issues. 

Forces in England and Wales have been using arrest referral schemes for over 20 years to manage the reduction of drug crimes and (Newburn & Elliott, 1998) found that forces that had been using the arrest referral schemes involving the direct participation of drugs workers, whether that was in the custody unit, or as part of the individuals cautioning) generally felt that they were working well compared to other methods used by the police. Although there are many strategies in preventing drug use, (Newburn & Elliott, 1998) state that there are four main suggestions for possible inclusions in the future for anti-drugs strategies. The first suggested strategy is the need to establish a better or more inclusive form of drugs training for officers such as multi-agency training. The second suggested strategy is to develop a more sophisticated arrest referral scheme or schemes. Further strategies suggested by Newburn and Elliot are the need to ensure that drug strategies are filtered down to divisions and ensure that they are implemented at that level.

2.4 – How do drugs effect the users as well as the communities?
Drugs have a huge affect on the individual and this in turn has an effect on the wider community. The impact that drugs have on the community is astounding and vast. If there is a greater amount of drug use within a community, that will mean that there will be an increase in drug related crimes, which then effects the amount of police officers certain police forces will need to invest in as well as staff to manage the increase in prisoners due to the higher intake in prisoners (Dmelemdev, 2021). This all costs the government an extortionate amount of money to prevent and reduce this. 
A study conducted by the National Institute of Health (NIH) on Drug Abuse show overall statistics stating that substance abuse costs the United States of America more than $740 billion a year in terms of health care, work productivity, and crime (Dmelemdev, 2021). One of the main social effects of drug abuse to society is the direct association to other crimes. A large proportion of persons arrested are found to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol and are linked to the following offences such as driving whilst under the influence, violent crimes such as assault or sexual offences whilst under the influence, violence between so called ‘drug gangs’ and even individuals stealing to afford drugs (THE SOCIAL EFFECTS OF DRUG ABUSE ON THE COMMUNITY, 2021).
Substance misuse is closely linked to the increase in crime rates which then has a major impact on lots of different people within the community. When a person is under the influence of drugs, they typically do not exercise wise judgment. They are more likely to get involved in conflicts with others, have financial difficulties which can encourage them to resort to desperate measures for their next fix. Research has shown that approximately one-third of all violent crimes could be linked to substance misuse. Substance misuse can also encourage other crimes such as theft, fraud, and other forms of property crimes (How does drug abuse affect your community, 2022).

Although this is a dated survey conducted in 1995, this shows relevance to how the community felt at the time. A Victim of Crime Survey for Oct-Dec 1995 – Dyfed Powys Police/Heddlu Dyfed Powys asked the community about their experiences of crime, contact with police, their levels of satisfaction, the provision of information, support and advice they received, crime prevention measures that were put in place and more general attitudinal questions. The respondents were asked how much crime in Dyfed and Powys they believed was drug related. Overall, the results showed in that year that 98% of people thought that some crime was drug related and 3% of people thought that all crime was drug related. On the contrary, 3% of people believed that no crimes were drug related. Further to that question, the respondents were asked ‘if more resources became available, to which two areas would you like to see Dyfed-Powys Police devote those resources?’ The answers to this question were increasing foot patrol which was the most voted answer and second, however, came the investigation of drug offences which was answered by approximately 45% of respondents (Newburn & Elliott, 1998). 

2.6 – Conclusion
Drug misuse within Police Forces throughout England and Wales has been prominent for a long time and since the misuse of drugs has existed, Police and other agencies have had to counter the misuse with different measures that have been developed over the years. There are many types of drugs that take form in different class gradings going through Class A to Class B and then Class C. It’s clear that there has been an increase in drug misuse although the general use has stayed the same over the years, drugs are now affecting communities they have never affected before. I believe that the statistics have largely been affected due to the implications of the coronavirus pandemic Many efforts have been made to prevent drug misuse by Police as they have developed multiple prevention schemes/referrals. Although there have been many efforts made by police and other agencies, its clear that drug misuse continues to affect the wider community even when it isn’t even direct. Police forces throughout England and Wales could perhaps use more strategies in the prevention of drug misuse and drug related crimes as the growing statistics would suggest. Its clear that there is a common link between drug misuse and other crimes of a violent nature as stated through statistics shown by police and the public’s perception.
There were gaps located within my research and this shows a lack of information relating to drug crimes within England and Wales. The gaps were found due to lack of recent information within the UK and there was also lack of suggestion in regards prevention methods that the Police could adopt. There was also little information located for the affects that drug misuse has on the communities within the UK. Another common theme in regard to the research available was lack of methods that police forces use to prevent drug offences or their tactics in stopping drug operations.
The purpose of this research is to determine whether there is a clear growth of drug misuse and drug related crimes as well as to highlight methods that the Police could adopt to improve their efforts in drug deterrent and prevention. The aim is to also identify the key factors of drug misuse that effect the communities. This literature review provides an overview of drug related crimes and its affects on the community and the police and shows the research that has previously been conducted relating to the topic of drugs and its affects.

Words Count: 2420


Bibliography
Allen, G., & Tunnicliffe, R. (2021, Accessed on 02/10/22). Drug crime: Statistics for England and Wales. Retrieved from UK Parliament: https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9039/
CollegeOfPolicing. (2021, Accessed on 02/10/22). What works in policing to reduce crime? Retrieved from College of Policing: https://www.college.police.uk/research/what-works-policing-reduce-crime
CrimeRate. (2022, Accessed on 12/10/22). Drugs in the UK. Retrieved from Crime Rate: https://crimerate.co.uk/drugs
Dmelemdev. (2021, Accessed on 21/10/22). What Is the Effect of Drugs in the Community? Retrieved from On Call Treatment: https://oncalltreatment.com/rehab-blog/effect-of-drugs-community/
DrugWise. (2021, Accessed on 02/10/22). How are the UK’s drug laws enforced? Retrieved from DrugWise: https://www.drugwise.org.uk/how-are-the-uks-drug-laws-enforced/
Firearms&Drugs. (2019, Accessed on 02/10/22). What are the drug classifications in the UK? Retrieved from Lawtons Solicitors: https://www.lawtonslaw.co.uk/resources/what-are-the-drug-classifications-in-the-uk/
GOV.UK. (2021, Accessed on 02/10/22). United Kingdom drug situation 2019: summary. Retrieved from GOV.UK: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/united-kingdom-drug-situation-focal-point-annual-report/uk-drug-situation-2019-summary
How does drug abuse affect your community. (2022, Accessed on 21/10/22). Retrieved from Long Island Interventions: https://longislandinterventions.com/drug-abuse-affects-community/
Lee, L. H. (2012, Accessed on 02/10/22). Drugs through time: Drugs and the laws that control them through history. Retrieved from Talking Drugs: https://www.talkingdrugs.org/drugs-through-time-drugs-and-the-laws-that-control-them#1900
Newburn, T., & Elliott, J. (1998, Accessed 02/10/22). Police Anti-Drugs Strategies. Retrieved from https://www.drugsandalcohol.ie/5399/1/Police_anti_drugs_strategies.pdf
ONS. (2022, Accesssed 12/10/2022). Victimisation and its relationship to drug misuse, common mental disorder and well-being in England and Wales: year ending March 2021. Retrieved from Office of National Statistics: https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/victimisationanditsrelationshiptodrugmisusecommonmentalhealthdisorderandwellbeinginenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2021
POLICE.UK. (2022, Accessed on 02/10/22). Drugs. Retrieved from POLICE.UK: https://www.police.uk/pu/advice-crime-prevention/drugs/
Stewart, C. (2021, Accessed on 12/10/22). Drug use in the United Kingdom (UK) - statistics & facts. Retrieved from Statista: https://www.statista.com/topics/7547/drug-use-in-the-united-kingdom-uk/#dossierKeyfigures
THE SOCIAL EFFECTS OF DRUG ABUSE ON THE COMMUNITY. (2021, Accessed on 21/10/22). Retrieved from North Jersey : https://northjerseyrecovery.com/resources/effects-of-addiction-on-community/


image1.png
Police recorded drug crime
Year ending March, England and Wales (10,000's)

250
200
150
100

50

0
2004/05 2008/09 2012/13 2016/17 2020/21




image2.png
England and Wales, year ending March 2021

@Al @ Men @ women

18%

| [P

18-24 2534 55-59

®

o

IS

~




