
An overview of helpful information and evidence on how to respect children’s rights and needs when supporting ALN children with communication difficulties. 

Children under the age of 18 are legally entitled to rights that are set out in UNCRC article. All statements are there to ensure that all children are treated equally. These rights can never be taken away from children (childcomwales.org.uk)
The United Nations Convention on the Right of the Child (UNCRC) is a legal document of international binding agreeing and setting out civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of each child regardless of background. (Save the children.org.uk)
Article 3 All adults working or involved with children should work together in the best interest of the child.
· Effective communication when working with children is paramount. All practitioners should work together, colleagues of the same setting along with outside professional agencies, parents and the child themselves. Every person working together with a child, should share information collaboratively, following the guidance of the new GDPR legislation.  Following the procedures, it provides positive results in a child’s outcomes and development within the child’s education. (School education gateway 2018)
· Estyn reported that working with and in partnership with parents result in positive relationships, outcomes and attainments in children. (Estyn 2012)
· To work in the best interest of a child within education, it is suggested that children undergo a process of observations and assessments. 
· The foundation phase profile is constructed of a compact form of foundation phase outcomes, assessing basic needs and skills which follow on from assessments completed with other professionals, such as health professionals. The profile also highlights children with developmental difficulties, enabling early detection and helps put in place early intervention strategies ensuring children with difficulties are supported. (Foundation phase profile 2017)
· Maslow’s Hierarchy (1943) suggests that children needs should be fulfilled from the beginning of life. If Children’s basic needs are not met, then they will be unable to continue to develop or progress to the next stage and ultimately unable to reach their full potential. Needs are categorized into a hierarchy, where certain needs must be met before others. (University of Florida 2018)















Article 12 Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account.  
· School practitioners should support every child having a voice. Policies of the setting should emphasis these and practitioners should by implementing the right throughout the setting. Article 12 is designed for children to express what they want are during their life and educational journey. All children have a legal right including children with (ALN) and children with (SEN) promoting inclusion. Settings are to adapt practises to ensure all children express themselves as they are able too. This could be in ways of visual aids or objects. Children’s views, ideas and opinions are to be listened to in a meaningful and respective way.  (Capcoch Primary school SEN policy 2018)
· However, that said, article 12 comes with some criticism, where phrases commonly used such as ‘pupil voice’, have the potential to reduce the impact by providing an imperfect summary of the full extent of the right.  Butler et al. (2003: 25) stated, “the child’s right [to be heard] is not dependent on his or her ability to express views, but to show them” (Northern Ireland Commissioner 2004)
· Donaldson curriculum of change put great emphasis on a child’s right to an opinion within their education and on their progression development. Hence, setting out the new curriculum based on four core purposes. (Donaldson 2015)
· Reports from Estyn suggest the more input from a child, the higher level of motivation. Resulting in raised standards, and reduction in the gap between learners (Estyn 0000)
· Montessori believed that classrooms should be filled with available and organized materials to encourage creative learning and promoting the voice of a child in a variety of forms. Children explore and make sense of materials as they are able to. Supporting freedom and voice of the children through play while developing social skills. (Montessori no date)


















Article 29 – Education should develop each child’s personality and talents to the full. It should encourage children to respect their parents, their own and other cultures.

· Schools should be differentiating work to suit the ability and interest of children, enabling them to succeed and thrive at their own pace. Differentiation work comes from the assessment and observations of the child within the setting, it is also important the parents have a say. Practitioners should incorporate the skills needs and ability of the child through planning, preparing and delivering lessons following the curriculum guidelines. (Hwb wales no date)
· Piaget studies support the child cognitive development, suggesting that all children will go through the same stages as no stages can be missed for future development, however  he stated that there is no set age this happens, but there are statements that represent the average age of a child would  reached the stage. (Simply psychology 2018)
· It is key that practitioners are making sure that all interests and needs are catered for within the education sector and all children are treated as equal and individuals. (Law stuff no date)
· The Reggio Emilia approach is an approach that does not see teachers with the main role in the class but one of the shared roles alongside the children. They are facilitators of the child’s interest and they build on the skills that the children already know by following their interests.  (Learning and Teaching Scotland (2006)
· The Foundation phase framework is set out to ensure all children are given best possible start in education. The framework is designed to develop children to become creative, imaginable thinkers and learners, by supporting their abilities in directing their own learning. It emphasises that all children are to access all activities and learn new skills regardless of ability and development stage. (Foundation Phase Framework 2015).
· Singing is found to be one area that children enjoy, learn through and develop quickly in. It builds up confidence and self-esteem. It works well with children experiencing communication difficulties as often actions are involved helping children to relate what is being said and easy enough to copy. Repetitive speaking, rhymes and songs can help communication in children. (Improving literacy for boys 2018)
· The Foundation Phase Profile is a document in place to asses children’s needs and abilities. This gives a baseline of children’s developmental stage for their age. Providing a starting point for practitioners in the planning of educational skills from the foundation phase curriculum. (Welsh Early Years Specialists no date)
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Article 31- All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities  

· All Children within the school setting, are to be introduced to a wide variety of activities, this enables them to play and explore. By experiencing this, children’s holistic development which includes children’s personal, social and physical development begin to progress. According to The Foundation Phase activities should be available to children that provide new learning opportunities, a chance to experiment and for them to become independent thinkers and learners (Welsh Government, 2015)
· Providing a range of play based child-initiated activities, the barriers of learning begin to close. By removing barriers to learning, this encourages children to actively participate alongside others.
· Planning of activities is to be diverse to meet each the needs of each child. For children with communication difficulties and ALN placing their needs at the core and incorporating within activities, providing the child with access to experience what is on offer.  Children with difficulties should be given extra support and time to review and participate. (Early Education no date) 
· The Welsh Government also believes that high quality play opportunities for all children may contribute to mitigating the negative effects of poverty on children’s lives and help to build their resilience. (Assembly Wales 2012)
· Children learning should be fun and flexible. Open to change in the ways the child is focused. Showing how they are respected and valued. This leads to relaxed learning, building relationships and developing wellbeing and mental health. 
· Article 31 set a goal where it created an opportunity to enable the gathering and sharing the views of children especially those whose circumstances sometimes mean; their voices are not always heard due to difficulties or specific issues. (Children’s parliament no date)
· An education approach developed by Montessori is a method which emphasises on individuals and their independence in learning. The holistic approach concentrates on the development rather than the attainments of certain pieces of information. (learning theories, no date)
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