What motivates groups or individuals to engage in acts of terrorism?
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In this report the reasons behind what motivates groups or individuals to engage in acts of terrorism will be analysed, and large incidents will be investigated. Furthermore, different terror attacks will be compared, and the terrorist reasons behind the attacks and their goals will be evaluated. Lastly, all the gathered evidence will be evaluated, and a conclusion will be presented to see what motivates the individuals to commit such crimes and whether their motives are similar. 

One of the largest terror attacks that killed 2977 people happened in New York City, on 11th September 2001, which has become known as 9/11 terror attack. The attack was performed on the world trade centre and the twin towers. The attack was carried out by terrorists associated with al Qaeda, which Osama bin Laden created, they had taken part in suicide attacks against American targets and hijacked commercial passenger aircrafts. The World Trade Centre in New York City was struck by two planes which caused the twin towers to collapse two hours later (Onion et al., 2023). 
The reason behind their attack was that they were unable to destroy the United States militarily, so they opted to attack symbolic targets rather than the country itself. By targeting these iconic symbols of United States, al-Qaeda aimed at creating widespread panic throughout the nation in an effort to weaken the country's position in the international community. They thought that Sharia law should be regarded as a caliphate on a worldwide scale. Because they could justify perceived injustices against Muslims and the Islamic world, they saw the United States and its allies as their main enemies. Al-Qaeda's leaders saw the US as an imperial force that persecuted Muslims in addition to supporting Israel (Museum, 2024). 
Prior to 9/11, there had been attempted attacks on the twin towers buildings. Terrorists associated with an Islamist extremist group detonated a van beneath the World Trade Centre in February 1993, killing six and wounding thousands more. Their initial plan was for the building to tip over, but instead it caused damage, which shows that their attempt was not successful, although it still caused damage and killed and injured innocent people. Therefore, 9/11 attack was more powerful after they knew what their previous flaws were in the attack that was carried out in 1993 (Pruitt, 2023). 



Bombay bombings also is a large terror attack that happened on 12th March 1993.
In all, 13 bombs detonated in Bombay, resulting in at least 200 fatalities and 800 injuries. Within 75 minutes, explosions struck multiple areas of India's financial centre. A police spokesman said that the bombs were built of high-quality plastic explosives and included one that looked like a car bomb. They were all set off by timing devices (BBC, 2024). 
Communal Tensions were behind Bombay bombings. The riots began in December 1992 when radical Hindus destroyed the Babri mosque in Ayodhya. Mumbai had already revaluated its sense of self during the riots. Political objectives also played a role, the bombers goal had been to weaken the power of the government by striking Mumbai, the nation's financial capital. By targeting well-known sites and populated places, they not only affected economic activity but also encouraged intercommunal conflict and undermined the legitimacy of the Indian government (BBC,2015). 

Emad Al Swealmeen was killed on November 14th, 2021, when the built explosive he had made exploded when he was in a taxi outside Liverpool Women's Hospital. Driver David Perry managed to get out of the cab despite the explosion. The bomb, which the police believe contained hundreds of metal ball bearings, may have been a partial explosion that went off much sooner than anticipated with the intention of injuring a large number of people. Fortunately, the only person that had died was Swealmeen, and damage was only to the hospitals entrance and nearby areas (Barlow, 2023). He avoided detection by hiding his activities from the authorities, including the creation of an improvised explosive device using legally obtained parts, by renting an apartment on Rutland Avenue to construct the device (Greater Manchester Police, 2023). Swealmeen's mental decline corresponded with the course of his asylum application. He was sectioned after being detained by police in 2015 in compliance with the Mental Health Act. It is likely that his mental illness worsened his anger, which ultimately led him to carry out the attack, given his grievance against the British state for repeatedly rejecting his asylum claims, therefore revenge and psychological factors played a significant role in this terror attack (Grierson, 2023). 



2019 London Bridge stabbing was another terror incident, carried out by a single person. In 2018, Usman Khan, 28, was granted release halfway through a 16-year sentence for acts related to terrorism. After conspiring with a group from Stafford, London, and Cardiff, he was found guilty in 2012.Attacks on the London Stock Exchange and Stoke bars, along with the establishment of a terrorist training centre in Pakistan, were among the topics of their plan (BBC, 2019). 
Usman Khan, a convicted terrorist, was lawfully killed by armed police on London Bridge after he stabbed two individuals while wearing a false suicide belt, that were participating in a prisoner rehabilitation programme at Fishmongers' Hall. Following that, Khan ran away and proceeded to rampage across London Bridge, although the staff attempted to detain him by throwing chairs and fire extinguishers at him. Concerned that Khan was going to set off his explosive device, six police officers from the Metropolitan Police and the City of London fired twenty shots at him in a ninety second span (Weaver, 2021). Although the motive of the attack is not very clear, even though speculations could be made, it could have been that after being arrested in 2012 for planning the attack, Khan decided to carry an attack out after not being successful in 2012 (London city hall, 2023). 

The Manchester Arena bombing, just after 22:30, Salman Abedi, 22, detonated a homemade bomb in the concert arena's foyer as fans were exiting an Ariana Grande performance.  After the explosion, which happened between Victoria Station and the main arena, there was a generalised feeling of terror throughout the region. Witnesses reported seeing a flash of fire and hearing a huge explosion. 22 people were killed and 116 injured in the suicide attack at Manchester Arena (BBC,2017). 
Hashem Abedi, brother of the killed suicide bomber was also found guilty and brought back to United Kingdom from Libya. The jury heard strong evidence of Hashem's actions in the months before his brother Salman carried out the crime. Among these were obtaining metal drums to construct bomb prototypes, persuading close friends to purchase chemicals he could use to produce explosives, and purchasing a Nissan Micra to keep the bomb components back at Manchester while the brothers were in Libya. Hashem Abedi, continued to deny his involvement, and presented himself as wanting to help the authorities (GMP, 2020). 

Since there was no clear explanation to why he committed the attack, it was necessary to take into account Salman Abedi’s prior remarks and actions as well as the surrounding circumstances. The Manchester Arena attack was inspired by Abedi's radical ideology and commitment to Islamist militant groups. Abedi was not only exposed to extreme propaganda and radicalization on the internet, but he was also involved in networks of jihadists from Libya and Syria (Saunders, 2023). 

Lee Rigby's murder was another one that shocked the nation. On May 22, 2013, Fusilier Lee Rigby was attacked and subsequently killed at the Royal Artillery Barracks in Woolwich, by Michael Adebolajo and Michael Adebowale, who ran him over with a car before stabbing him. Adebolajo and Adebowale warned the people to remain back until police arrived in a number of comments, they released in an effort to defend their attack (Gani, 2014). 
After an assault fuelled by the radical ideologies of Adebowale and Adebolajo, Fusilier Rigby sustained several stab and cut wounds. Apart from asserting his status as a soldier of Allah, Adebolajo also maintained that the murder was a war crime (BBC, 2021). Adebolajo revealed during the police investigation that he and Adebowale deliberately hidden themselves close to the barracks with the intention of going after Fusilier Rigby, who had worn a camouflage backpack and a Help for Heroes hoodie. Adebolajo talked of attacking Allah's enemies and bringing carnage to the streets of London, in the handwritten note that he handed over to one of the bystanders (Dodd & Halliday, 2013). 

Lastly, Pan am flight 103 passenger airline flight was a major terror attack that not only killed people on the aircraft but also on the ground in Lockerbie, Scotland. Pan Am Flight 103 taking off from London's Heathrow airport in 1988, bound for New York City. An explosion just north of the border between England and Scotland destroyed it. The airliner broke up and crashed into the ground, killing 259 people. Eleven people of Lockerbie also perished along with them. It was quickly determined that the incident, which at first seemed to be an accident, was actually the consequence of a terrorist device concealed in a suitcase in the forward cargo hold that held a radio tape recorder (University, 2024).  

Abu Agila Mohammed Mas'ud Kheir Al-Marimi was charged in 2020 for destroying an aircraft that resulted in death. Mas'ud was called by Libyan authorities and travelled to Malta in the winter of 1988 to carry out the attack, according to government reports. Subsequent to that, inside the luggage, a timer was set to detonate exactly 11 hours later. The Justice Department stated that Mas'ud gave the luggage to Fhimah, who then put it on a conveyor belt. Muammar Gaddafi thanked Mas'ud and the other two for their services after they returned to Libya (Kim, 2022). 
The purpose of this bombing was retaliation for several US activities that were seen as hostile towards Libya. These measures included supporting opposition organisations, enacting economic sanctions, and using military force. The goal of this strike was to demonstrate to the US and its allies that Libya was capable of retaliating and causing serious harm. Although Lockerbie's precise motivations may have been affected by several variables, including internal Libyan dynamics and geopolitical concerns, it is widely believed that its primary motivation was revenge for what was thought to be US aggression and interference in the region (Lusher, 2018).

In conclusion, the above information highlights various terror attacks such as the 9/11 attack, Bombay bombings, London Bridge stabbing, Manchester Arena bombing, Lee Rigby's murder, and Pan Am Flight 103 bombing. These attacks were motivated by factors such as political objectives, communal tensions, mental illness, radical ideologies, and revenge. The perpetrators aimed to create fear, weaken governments, and retaliate against perceived injustices, showcasing the complex motivations behind acts of terrorism. Therefore, it shows that all individuals or groups of terrorists have different motives although a lot of the time similar, but all of them are committed to prove something or in case of a revenge. 
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