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The Research Journal aims to create a focused and transparent format enabling you to fully understand, target and hit the assessment criteria below - 

1. Engagement with Literature Skills
2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
4. Practical Application Skills
5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Research Journal is of key importance to your submissions, and has relevance in many places across the specified criteria above – it is not as simple as just 1. Engagement with Literature Skills, there is so much more you can explore, share and evidence within it. 

The Research Journal will take the form of a sketchbook not a lever arched file, and in its most basic presentation we would like you to observe the expectations we have for regular Drawing Sketchbooks - that they should be

· hardback 
· bound not spiral (as they fall apart)
· good quality blank cartridge paper, not a ruled note pad 
· a practical size to accommodate a variety of media including some print outs and photocopies, notes, drawings and small material samples eg – A4 sized book minimum.

Depending on the module brief, you might find that a sketchbook and research journal can be combined, for example, in your Major Project modules in Year 2, this is absolutely fine and allows for an organic unfolding of your many and varied research strands to be brought together in one format.  The expectation should be specified on your module brief.

What do we want to see in your Journals?

See bullets below, cropped from your module brief section
“Level 5 GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS” 

· Clearly show your engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible sources. 
· Use effective interpretation and evaluation to demonstrate your awareness of a range of sources and concepts. 
· Apply your referencing skills clearly and consistently through Research Journal practice.
· Manage and organise your research information into a coherent body which clearly shows your knowledge and understanding of the principles, practices and innovations of your emerging discipline. 
· Independently select and build an individual body of research;
· Critically evaluate and analyse the practice-based experiences undertaken;
· Make valid connections between the varying strands of research, concept and practice to demonstrate your understanding and thinking.

What does this mean? 

You need to undertake contextual research from a variety of sources; primary and secondary.  You have been taught to do this through museum visits, research trips, library research, online research and you evidence this through print outs, power points, mood boards and in tutorials.  What can easily be missed from this format is the firm evidence showing how you are evaluating and interpreting your findings.  

We would like you to do this by; 

· Be more selective with the research that you include, decide on what is most relevant.  

· Make your researched connections visual, and distinct – bring together (synthesise) compositions of elements across a page or a double page spread – eg a contextual image of someone’s work, a drawing of your own (or a photocopy or a print out of one,) references to your project brief, palette, material enquiry, samples from your workshop practice etc.  Balance is key, rather than an overreliance on one element as many of you are prone to, for example too many photocopies and printouts, creating a photo album effect.  

· Make your connections clear, visualise what you are thinking and how you are using your research.  You may feel you need to elaborate on what you are doing visually - where necessary use notes and measured reflection, but not essays! (consider how this works within the visual format

· Allow your voice to come through – your creative identity.  We are not necessarily looking for a one-size fits all, this is another mechanism where you can define who you are as a designer/maker as with all outputs on the programme.  Take ownership of your learning and challenge yourself by going the extra mile.  Be curious, be ambitious, be creative.  

· Keywords for success - Independent, Understanding, critical, thoughtful, knowledge, selective, credible


You can customize and subvert the format to suit yourself and reflect your project direction but don’t be distracted by gimmicks as the meaningful content is the focus.  If it is within the confines of your specific brief

· You could work on a landscape A3 or A4 that you may have band-sawed in half, length ways
· You may prefer Moleskin Journals
· You could include page extenders, fold outs, cut-through methods 
· You could use some of your book binding, book arts skills and make your own journals
· You could work in smaller volumes, a series, a collection of books with differing functions;
· All about colour and palette research
· All about material research
· All about form

What we would like you to avoid

· Avoid GCSE, A Level and ND trappings and formulas 
· Avoid copious amounts of text within a page
· Never draw ruled lines to write on
· Avoid “jazzy” handwritten fonts and headers, no bubble writing, gold pens and avoid an overuse of fat black markers – Sharpies - UGH!  Use the same consideration for media as you do with any other work on the programme.
· Avoid quirky angles – your compositional expertise is as vital to these visual devices as any other.  
· Avoid overcrowding, space is as important as content – readability and communication are vital.
· Avoid superfluous inclusions such as torn papers in the background, splayed across the page – relevance, composition, research and visual analysis are what are important.  
· These are not scrap books.  

There are a variety of positives as a result of enhanced Research Journal Practice

· You will spend less on print outs.
· You will understand, use and target the assessment criteria more readily.
· The assessment process regarding these criteria will be much more direct and transparent for you and you assessors.
· You will improve your sketchbook and journal practice and become much more confident in visually communicating your ideas and analysing them.
· You will produce books that will be useful as devices in your portfolios when you present live briefs to visiting parties, when you graduate and present your work to future clients or employers. 







