Midwifes and Prosecution. 300 words.

Rosen claimed that midwives were not prosecuted. (Rosen 1969:22) There is very little documented evidence from period in England. Despite the fact they were not prosecuted they were still fearful of being condemned as witches.
"No one does more harm to the Catholic church than midwives" (Kramer and Spenger). (The Feminist Press:1973)
 It is true that no prosecutions happened during this period in England, whereas the Catholic religion had already developed in Europe. A definite attack on midwives was taking place.  Doctors charged money for their services, so were available to those that were financially secure. Less fortunate people had no such option, so still went to the peasant healers, who were primarily female. The church attacked women, not for their healing work, but branded them as superstitious and possibly malevolent. (Thomas.1971:12)
Physicians originally trained under midwives, as they held knowledge of childbirth. Physicians needed midwives, and as most physicians were of a religious background, it also helped to move people into different religious beliefs (if the midwives of old were converting, something must be right). (Briggs.1996: 76,77)
Midwives were typically regarded as honourable, so charges of witchcraft were uncommon (witches and neighbours pg78). Religious leaders realised this, so presented text-based chants from the Bible for childbirth that could be used in the birthing room. (Thomas.1971:22). Midwifes were then employed as identifiers of witches, and it was at this time people began to cast aspersions on others (as there was now a monetary gain to be had) (Gaskill.2005:48).
[bookmark: _GoBack]If Rosen had considered the religious influences in Europe, she may have found more evidence to show why midwives did not face prosecution, however did face persecution. She may have discovered that they were recruited and manipulated to work for the nobility and religious leaders of the time, making midwives a very formidable force to be reckoned with, as people feared them.
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