School A
Pupil Deprivation Grant 
‘Narrow the gap in both attainment and achievement’.
‘The fund will help with a number of approaches:
· Developing self-esteem
· Practical skills
· Emotional resilience 
· Academic logic and skills. 
2019/20 Pupil Development Grant Annual spend plan, overall budget is £16,053 
eFSM
11,750
Early years 
1,400
LAC children
2903
The way in which the budget is utilised is: 
· Behavioural specialist is appointed. 
· Level 3 TA MAPA trained for in house training.
· Level 4 TA released to promote positive play.
Positive – Environmental adaptions have been made e.g. wide doors, dropped curbs, ramps etc…
Bilingual signs – English and Welsh in accordance with the ‘more than just words framework’.
Critique - Cultural training is needed.




[bookmark: _Hlk49201176]Social Inclusion in Education 
Introduction
Tony Blair (1999) made a promise that social inclusion would be at the forefront of the government’s priorities to bridge the poverty gap. Social inclusion is defined as “reducing inequalities between the disadvantaged group, the communities and the rest of society by closing the opportunity gap and ensuring that support reaches those who need it the most”.
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Watchdog: Estyn ☐
‘Two thirds of the Welsh schools were using the money effectively’. Welsh Parliament (2018).
Schools Challenge Cymru ‘2-year programme’ which launched in June 2014, to look at the variability of performance of different schools across wales in supporting the development of their pupils, particularly from disadvantaged backgrounds. (Morris, 2015).
SCC scrapped, the founder professor Ainscow described the impact the programme made as ‘remarkable’, the welsh government said it welcomes the progress made by the schools, the programme was time limited. (Martin, 2017). 
A recommendation that was highlighted with the PDG final report (2017) was that the short-term nature of the funding which is confirmed year by year as opposed to a guaranteed period of time, this could potentially encourage short term views which hinders longer-term strategies. The final report also states that by working within this climate the government has provided it may put pressures on schools to use teaching assistants to deliver interventions, rather than plan for the former.
Who may benefit from social inclusion?
· Students who are travellers,
· Students with English as a second language,
· Students with additional learning needs e.g. Dyslexia, ADHD,
· Students with special needs 
· (Basit. T et al (2014)
Types of social exclusion and inclusion
Levitas (2004) discusses three types of inclusion and exclusion within society, these are as follows:
· Social integrational discourse (SID),
· Redistributive discourse (RED),
· Moral under-class discourse (MUD)
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Conclusion 
To conclude this academic poster, it evident to say that Tony Blairs promise in 1999, to bridge the gap between poverty and the social exclusion of the disadvantaged, is the beacon to many decisions still being made with the educational system, an example of this is clearly seen with the absence chart.
Looking into Levitas theory to band people into the pockets of social discourses, (RED, MUD and SID) it allows society to better understand or equally value one person to the next regardless of age, ability or ethnicity and so on. 
The evidence collected critiquing the PDG, it is apparent to me that no matter how good a system can be, there is always room for improvement.
School A have clearly shown numerous interventions that show the PDG is being utilise to its best, taking in the consideration the nature and the community of the school, however with the cultural climate of the UK being multi-dimensional I feel cultural training would be beneficial to the school. 
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Benefits of social inclusion 
Good things foundation (2020) states social inclusion is about making everyone regardless of age, income or ability have the same opportunities, to help level the playing field.  
Paul (2018) states that a positive climate can affect students learning and engagement in a good way. Paul also highlights schools should offer a welcoming atmosphere regardless of their ethnicities, socio-economic background, or educational preparedness, he also believed that embracing diversity and encouraging student interactions would broaden student experiences and make them more aware of their environment 



Welsh Government stance on social inclusion
Welsh government released the evaluation of the pupil deprivation grant in December 2017. The evaluation’s key findings included:
· The pupil deprivation grant (PDG) raised the understanding of disadvantaged learners and how to cater for them.
· The free school meals initiative has been successful in improving outcomes.
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Percentage of pupils with persistent absence

Free school meals	2011	2015	0.156	9.6000000000000002E-2	Non-free school meals	2011	2015	4.7E-2	2.3E-2	



image1.png




