A briefing note on Ethnography in Research Design 
What is ethnography?
Mills and Morton (2014) describe Ethnography is the study of social interactions, behaviours, and perceptions that occur within groups, teams, organisations, and communities. Its roots as a means of research can be traced back to anthropological studies of small, rural (and often remote) societies that were undertaken in the early 1900s, when researchers such as Bronislaw Malinowski and Alfred Radcliffe-Brown participated in these societies over long periods and documented their social arrangements and belief systems. In a more contemporary context this approach was later adopted by members of the Chicago School of Sociology (for example, Everett Hughes, Robert Park, Louis Wirth) and applied to a variety of urban settings in their studies of social life.
Therefore, the central aim of using ethnography in research is generate rich, holistic insights into people’s views and actions, as well as the nature (that is, sights, sounds) of the location they inhabit, through the collection of detailed observations and interviews. As an early proponent of Ethnography, Hammersley states, “The task [of ethnographers] is to document the culture, the perspectives and practices, of the people in these settings. The aim is to ‘get inside’ the way each group of people sees the world.
What are the key features of ethnographic research?
Mills and Morton(2014) list the key features of ethnographic research;
· A strong emphasis on exploring the nature of a particular social phenomenon, rather than setting out to test hypotheses about it
· A tendency to work primarily with “unstructured data” —that is, data that have not been coded at the point of data collection as a closed set of analytical categories
· Investigation of a small number of cases 
Furthermore Mills and Morton (2014) suggest the stance that an ethnographic researcher may adopt as a way of seeing, thinking then writing based on three principles. Firstly the researcher has an ethnographic disposition or habit, secondly ethnography may be considered as an uncomfortable science (Firth, 1951), much like the German philosophical striving for the subjective understanding of others (verstehen), i.e. .being at risk of being exposed to the educational discourses that we encounter. Finally the ethnographer must be empathetic, since the research aims to create ethnographic knowledge through empathetic dialogue, exchange and collaboration. This aspect is challenging, drawing on the researcher’s senses and emotional sensibilities, emotional intelligence and reflexivity. To conclude Marcus (2009) states that the researcher cannot be trained in Ethnography as a method, but rather the approach requires participation in a ‘culture of craftsmanship’ co creating the subject of the research and investigation.
What is the significance for the Ed Doc researcher? 
This is a challenge since Educationalists adopting attempting ethnography need to make the case for ethnography against competing paradigms, which are more attractive. There is preponderance in Educational Research currently to adopt evidence and statistically based research methods and approaches. However a defence is provided by Savage (xxxx) who suggests that science is neither innocent nor neutral , and posits that researchers cannot fully detach themselves from the worlds in which interaction takes place. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The education ethnographer therefore feels that they may be criticised for retreating into the ‘unscientific generalisations and subjectivity’. It is difficult to appreciate research that is responding and adjusting to events in the line of least resistance, where research design is reliant on reflexive process operating throughout every stage of the process (Hammersley and Atkinson, 1983) cited in Mills(2014). Core to the ethnography is the researcher’s participant observation, participation or both. The ethnographic researcher pays attention is to the everyday and the mundane and does not attempt to develop concepts prior to research. The researcher therefore is moving away from research participants as  objects and moved focus and attention  to ‘specific activities engaged in by specific people’ The aim is  express the primacy of the data above theory (Rainbow et al 2008). The researcher is engaged in the design of the research during the course of the inquiry, and lets the field or the particular story of theme that is emerging take over the design. To conclude Rainbow et al 2008 state that the researcher should embrace the real world and  ‘get drowned and carried away with it, while staying alert.’.
First steps for the educational ethnography researcher 
Distilling a research problem, concern or question into one potent pellucid and illuminating sentence is the hardest part of ethnographic writing –write 500 words on the research topic, then 300, then 100, then 50 then 30 words. Set out the core ideas, issues and questions 
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