Explain and unpack the definition of ‘heresy’.

The Christian faith is said by Evans as needing “to establish how Christian doctrine ‘fitted’ with existing systems of religious belief in the Greek and Roman world[footnoteRef:0]”. Heresy, therefore, should be defined as a set of teachings that go against consensus as given by Christian scholars and theologians, as they attempt to explain things that would otherwise contradict their beliefs. For instance, many heresies focus on the nature of Jesus, as he is described as being both entirely God and man. Nestorius proposed that Christ was of two natures, one of humanity and another of divinity[footnoteRef:1]. Orthodox scholars at the Council of Chalcedon rejected this, claiming that that would be suggesting that Jesus’ nature was only a ‘mortal unity’ between God and man, rather than him being both God and man simultaneously[footnoteRef:2]. [0:  (Evans, 2002)]  [1:  (O’Collins, 1995)]  [2:  ibid.] 


The idea of heresy also has an intrinsic political aspect to it, as the way in which doctrine is created is not by what is told to be believed by Christian scholars, but what is rejected by councils like the aforementioned Council of Chalcedon. Because of this, it may be considered that what is seen as heretical in the eyes of the church is only a response to ideas that differed from the people in power at the time. This then holds the connotation that these ideas were then condemned as ‘heresy’ so that it was a slight against the person who put said ideas forward. One example that could be looked at is the supposed response that St Nicholas of Myra made against Arius’ claim at the Council of Nicaea. During Arius’ theses, St Nicholas allegedly got enraged at this, and struck Arius across the face[footnoteRef:3]. After this was settled, Arius’ became known for creating  the heresy ‘Arianism’, which raises into question that it was because of St Nicholas’ furore over Arius that made the latter heretical. [3:  (Stnicholascenter.org, 2018)] 


Heresy is important to be looked at in Christological doctrine, as all theologians attempt to do something which was previously not done in early Christianity, which was attempt to bridge the epistemological gap between God and man, however, some are unfortunate and get deemed as heretics for their proposals. Some of these heresies attempt to explain the link of the divine and human, such as the previously mentioned Nestorianism, as well as Apollinarianism[footnoteRef:4]. However, other heresies they try and explain the Trinity in ways that the Orthodox church rejected, such as Monarchianism[footnoteRef:5]. The concept of heresy serves as a lesson that humans are fallible and that trying to study and understand the Word of God is a harder task than it lends itself to be. Heresy is important for us to learn, because by learning about what was considered wrong, by definition it should bring scholars closer to what is right. It is also by looking at heresies that we understand why the structure of Orthodoxy is important to Christian theology, as it validates or invalidates certain theological claims that fit the Christian narrative.
 [4:  (McGrath, 1998)]  [5:  (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2018)] 
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